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Ood Miſtreſſe Warts, 
theplentitull fruites of youu 
Chrittian loue rowards vs, 
IN| and many others, doe not 
onely binde vs to offer vp 
| our Prayers and prayſes to 
God for you in private, but 
alſo to giue ſoine more ap- 
| - ' parant teſtimonie of our vn- 
= S>=—" fained thanketulneſle vnto 
your ſelfe, as being a ſpeciall inſtrument of our good and 
comfort. 

Here therefore we preſent vnto you this ſmall Treatiſe, 
notdoubring of your fauourable acceprance thereot,when 
our former V Vritings did onely paſle by you, yon alwayes 
calledthcmin, and gauethem kind entcrtainement, nor 
onely in your Houſe, but in your heartzand therefore theſe 
now that come vnder your owne Name, andcaſtthem- 
ſelues vypon your fauour, cannot bee vnwelcome. If your 
{ucceſſeinReading, bee anſwerable to our deſire and pur- 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
poſein writing, youſhall not looſe your labour. And thus 
with all thankefull remembrance of our duetie , wee here 
commit you to the gracious proteCtion of Almightic 
God, befeeching him to make perfe& that good worke 
which hee hath i great mercic begunne.in you, and 
aboundantly to recompence all your kindneſle 
and goodneſſeto his Seruants , in multi- 
plying his comfort and bleſſings 
vpon you and yours 
for cuer, 


Your worſhips much bound and in the 
Lord to be commannaed. 
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A Summarie of all the Docine col 


lected outof the ſcucrall Verles of 
tlicte three Chapters, 


CHAP. 18 
VERSE. JI. 
Dot. Hat ſocener any man beſt lbueth, that he will with 
V \ reateſt dulliger:ce and pronidence labour for. 
Verſe II. 
DoR. It ts the roote of a ſinfull man to bee poſſeſſed 
with ſelfe-liking , and wilfulneſſe in his owne wayes. 
Verſe VII, - 
Do. Exillwords are moſt pernicaous-to thoſe that ſpeake them, 
' . Verſe TX. 
Do. A ſloathfullperſon ow h inthe ſlate of a ſpend-thrift, 
crle X, 


Do&. They line in beit Jafer that are moſt aſſured of Gods faner, 
erſe XIII, 
DoR. They that are too forward and haſty in ſpeaking , are apt to 
fall mto abſurd lies, when they ſpeaks. 
Verſe XIITI1I. 
DoR. 1, Ns trouble or affliftion is too heagie for a cheerefult hart 
to vndergoe, 
DoR. 2. The horrour of a terrified conſcience , is an importable 
burthen, Verſe XV, 
DoR, r, He that would be wiſe to ſaluation , muſt apply both his 
heart and eares to Gods holy word. | 
Dogt.. 
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DoRA, 2. They that hane the beſt knowledge , are the moſt willing 
ts learne more. Verſe XVII, 
Do&t. A bad cauſe commonly hath the aduantage at the begin- 
mg, and a good cauſe prenaileth m the end, 
Verſe XVIII, 
DoQR, Then alot ts lawfally wſed, when it either procareth oy pre« 
ſerneth peace and equtty, Verſe XIN, 
Doet. The more neevely men ave kyit together, the more greenous 
the breach 1s, when tarres doe grow betweene then, 
Ver e XXII, 
Doa. They onely ſpeede well in mariage, whom God maleth the 
watch for in mercy. Verſe XXI1I, 
DoR. Aftiction and a lowe eftate , us a meanes to bring mex to 
lowly behanionr. Verſe XXIIII, 
Dot. It is in vaine for him to expett conſtant kindneſſe from «- 
thers, which « careleſſe to performe duties to others, 
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VERSE. I. 
DoR. Hey that bee ſmall and godly , are in better caſe then 
ſuch as be great and wicked. 
Verſe II. 
Do&. r. 4 hart altogether ignorant ,zs altogether corrapt &-/anfud. 
DoR. 2, Whatſoener is raſhly done, us ill done. 
Verſe 111. 
DoR. 1. Emery mans hurt doth grow from his own ſinne 65 folly, 
Dott. 2. Afisltions often make many wicked men the worſe, 
- Verſe 1IIT. 
DoR. Fleſhly men lone onely themſelues, vnder pretence of friend 
fhip to _ Veſe 2 , ol 
DeR. 1. Howſoener falſe witneſſes prenaile againſt others they ſhak 
be ſure to ſpeede Ull themſelues, | 


. Do&t.2. Notier can line in any good ſafety. 
Do& 
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Verſe VI, 


Do&, Aany pretende much loyaltie to Princes and Patentater; 
which beare l:1t le good will unto them. 
Verſe VIT. 
DoQ. Neither conſangumity nor familiarity will make a fleſhly 
friend firme 10 him that 1s m miſery. 
Verſe VIII. 
DoA. r. It is aprerogatine peculiar to the wiſe and godly to be ow- 
ners of iheir owne hearts. 
Dot. 2. Enery godly wiſe man 1s a true friend to himſelfe. 
Verſe X, 
Do. r. The l:berty of del:ghts and comfortable proſperity, doth 
nothms belong to thewiched, 
Doct. 2. All ſinners are bondmen, and every good man 15 a Prince. 
DoR. 2. Emillrulers newer abuſe their amthority ſo much, as when 
the godly fall into their hands. Verſe X1. 
Doct. 1t maketh much for a mans credu to be gentle and perce- 
able, Veiſe XII. .. 
DoR. It mis expedient for men to bs 700d ſubieits , enen for feare or 
hope of the Princes affettions. Verſe XI1T. 
Dc. The moſt delettable commodities of this life , turne many 
times to be very offenſine, Verſe XII1I, 
Dot. 1. Noman can poſs:bly haue poſſeſsions of equall valve with 
a good yot e-fellow. 
DoR. 2. The more immediate any good g:ft of G od xs, the more 
precious it is, 
DoR. 3. The Lordbath a principall hand m all good mariages. 
Verſe XV. 
Do&. 1. Slouthfulneſſe is a vice very hurt full both to body, ſoule, 
and outward eitate. 
Doct.2/nrighteorns dealing brm-geth that miſery v4 mens heads, 
which they are moſt afraid of. eric XV 1, 
Bo. So much conſcience 4s any man maheth of chedience to 
Gods will, ſo much aſſurance he hath of ſaluation and [.:fety, 
Verſe XVII. 
Do&Q.. hat ſoener good is done 80 godly men afyl, ted, is accepted 
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of God as done tohimſelfe, Verſe, XVIII, 
" DoR, 1. Correftion of children onght not to be oner-long deferred, 
Dc &, 2. They ſhew themſelues unmercifull Tarents, which ex- 
empt their children from due correttion, 


Verſe XIX. 
Doct, 'f orrettion ts neither tobe ginen mm paſsion, nor omittted re- 
miſſely. | Verle XX, 


Do&. eA godly man ſball hane the greateſt benefit of his piety and 


graces, when he draweth neereſt to hrs death, 


Verſe XX1I. 
Doc. Thmgs come not to paſſe by mens purpoſes, but by Gods ap- 
pointment, Ver. XXIL : 


Dot. 1. YVertne and well-domg tz the beſt ornament that ary 
man can be decked with, 

Dot. 2. Pomerty zs no diſparagement to the godly, nor any prefer= 
ment to the wicked. Verſe XXII1I, ; 

Dodt. 1. Euery good man lineth alwayes in ſafety of his life, 

DoR.2. Godlineſſe procureth ſufficient proiſion for mens outward 


eſtates. 


ly. 
 DoR. Though obſtmate perſons be excluded, yet they are not to be 
exempted from due puniſhment, 
Verſe XXVII, 

D-&. 1hoſoener will proceede conſtantly in the wayes of God, muſt 
take heede of ſeducers, Verſe XXVIII- 

Dot. 1. A wicked perſon may eaſily be made a falſe witneſſe, 

Dodt. 2. The greater delight any man taketh in ſmnmg , the more 
greater a ſmnerhe 1s, Verſe XXIX, 

DoGt. Though wicked men deride the words of God, yet they can- 


nor eſcape the execution of them, 
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CHAP. 20. VERSE. I, 
DoR, TY ey that gime themſelues to drunkhenneſſe , dee cait 


themſelues mto many miſchiefes, 


DoR, 
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Verſe III, 
DoR, It is a landable vertne to be of a quiet diſpoſition, and to a- 


woid contentions, Verſe 1111. 
Do. 1. Light occaſions will hinder careleſſe men frons the doing 
of neceſſary autres, 


Dodt. 2. He that will take his eaſe when he eught not, ſhall feele 
miſery when he would not, Verie V. 
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heads, then the world knoweth of, 
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Do. The beſt works of v#f aithfull men be of no value with God. 
Verſe VII. 
Do. 1. 1hoſoener ts ſincere && honeſt the ſame is alſo righteous, 
Do. 2. Faithfull Parents haue no cauſe to dread the ſtate of 
their children after their deceaſe, 
Verſe VIII. 
Dot, A vigilant Reter ts a reftraint and ttrrour to Vicious per- 


ſons, Verſe IX. 
Do&. The beit ſhall haue corruptions and ſames cleaning to them, 
fo long as they line, Verſe XI, 


DoR. Ut concerneth the young as well as the olde, to be religions, 
and to line vertuonſly, Verie X11. 
DoR. Onur members and ſenſes are the workmanſhip and gift of 
God, Verſe XIII. 
DoR. The abuſe of lawfull things 1s vnlawfull & burtfwll, 
Verſe XIIII. 
DoR. 1. The Lord doth take notice of all the behauionr of men i 
their trafficking one with another, 
Do, 2. Carnall men dirett not their tongues ſo much to ſpeake 
truth, as to ſecke their owne aduantage. 
Verſe XV1, 
DoR. They that raſhly caſt themſelues into debt, are not ſo faue- 
Yably to be dealt with, as they that fall there-into through neceſcttic, 
Verſe XVIL 
DoR. 1, Nothing is ſo pleaſant to the wicked.a5 that which is mejt 
hartfull, e414 2 Dot, 
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Do? 2, Though iniquity and wickedneſſe yeeld pleaſuree at the 


b:oining. yet they will put men to pame inthe end. 
Verſe XVIII. 
DoRQ. 1. A mrs wiſedome ſerneth him for beſt uſe, when hee will 
not reſt upon it alone, but be holpen by the connſell of others, 
Doct. 2. Wiſedome and connſell are as needefull and anaileable 
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Ver. XIX, 
Do. 1. It is good wiſedome not ta truſt a ſlanderer or tell-tale, 
with thy ſecrets. 
DoQ. 2. Both conſultation and connerſation with flatterers is to be 
auoided, Verſe XX, 
Doct, Rebell:ous children and (ſuch as vilifie ther Parents , ave 
[ubiett ro ſome notable miſchiefe and puniſhment, 
Verſe XXII, 
Doct. Al! kinde of renenge is vnlawfull for Chriftians, 
Verſe XXIIII, 
DoR.. God hath a pronident hand in the diſpoſmg of all mens waies. 
Verſe XXV. 
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Dot. 1. T hat onely is to be eteemed a life which is ſanthified with 


grace, 
Do&. 2. Where God worketh grace, he alſo gineth knowledge and 
wnderſtanding. Verſe XXVIIIL 


Dot, T he beſt way for Princes to confirme and ſtrengthen then- 
ſelues, is to be good to their ſubietts, ; 
Verſe XXIX, 
Dodt. God doth adorne wen with ſeuerall gifts,according to the di- 
werfity of therr conditions, Verſe XXX, 
Doct, Sexere correttions are ſometimes to be ſed 4s good medi- 
cines against great ſinnes, 
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AN EXPOSITION 
OF THE EIGHTEENTH 


CHAPTER OF THE 
PROVERBS. 


CHAPTER. XVIII. 


Verſc 1. For his deſire a man will cekes, ſeparating he 
flfe, and deale in encry matter. 


Or ha defire a man will ſeeker Eucry man will 
applic his minde and indcuour to get that 
S$| which hee affeReth , ſeparating himſchfe , a- 
-/ #| voiding a'lthe lets & impediments which 

J] arc like to croile his delire, and nill deals 5 
enery matter, hee will attempt all ſuch cour- 
ſes as may ſcrue for the accompliſamenvof 


his purpoſe. 
q Whatſocucr anie man beſt loucth, that he will with greateſt 
diligence and prouidence labour for. 

That which the heart moſt wiſheth,, whether it be good or 
bad,the torgue, hand and head,with all the other members,arc 
ready to procure, [eremi: complained of the wicked , which 
dclighted in wickednelle: thatthey gaue themſclues to fraude 
and falſhood,and reoke great paines ro do wickealy. And Eſay com 
mendeth the godly,which ſet their mindes un godlinetſe,thet 
with their (owles, they defired the L.nvd in the night : and therefore 
with their ſpirits within them,they would ſeek him in the mor- 
ning. When Achab had apprehended an hope of gloricand 
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wealth, to be wonneat Rameth in Gilead, he preſently caſteth 
about Row to come by it, and then he ſoliciteth 1eh9/aphat to 
beare him companie, and then he appointcth his flattering 
prophets to giz him incouragement, and then he ſcornedat 
A1ſcahehat toretoid the periil, andthen he gocth on obſti- 
nately rather thenrelolutely totric theluccetle, And Davids 
principailcarc was to pleaſe the Lord, andto procurecomfort 
to [iis owne foule, and therefore herefolued, for that purpoſe, 
to walke inthe laws of the Lord, and to baniſh from him 
all corrupt and p:rnicious companions. Away (faith hc) ye 
wicked x tor 1 m1 heepe the commandements of my God, In which 
examplcsaſwc}l of the one, asof the other, our textis veriticd, 
though in contraric manner. For both theſe kings were 
inflamed with contraric deſires, the one of his owne glorie, 
the other of the Lords: both of them ſeparated themſclues, 
the one from good counſell, the other from bad: both of 
them practiſed that which they deemed helt for their turnes, 
the one contempt again{t Gods word, the other obedicnce 
tO it. 

Fir(}, it is the nature of loue, to make men induſtrious 
and paincfull to compalle that which they couct for the 
ſatisfying of their wills, as appeareth by generall cxperi- 
Ence. 

Sccondly,they that be good, and delight in goodnes, ſhall 
be aſſiſted and directed by Gods holie ſpirit in 'godly procee- 
dings : and they that be (infull and take pleaſure in finne, ſhall 
be driuen forwards, and prompted by the ſuggeſtions of Sa- 
than in miſchicuquspractiſes, 

Confutation of the colourable gloſſes whereby.innumera- 
ble guilcfull profetlours 1i]/ude their owne (oules, and decciue 
the opinion of others. They thinke themſclues zcalous for the 
truth, arid defircus of faluation,butare idle,and take no paines 
to purchaſe grace: they are barren, and bring not forth thie 
fruits of louc : they arecarcleiTe,and flic nct from the baitcs of 
liane, 

The leaudeſt companions are as acceptable to them, 
35 the honcſteſt Chriſtians ; the moſt infeious ſpeeches 
diſpleaſe 
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Perſe.2, PROVERBS, 

diſpleaſe them no more then the wholcſomeſt inſtruQi- 
ons: they are as well contented to be prefent where the wice- 
kedeſt praQtiſes are plaied, as where the godlicit ſeruicesare 
performed. Itthe cate of loue were in the mouth, andnotin 
the heart, iflaying in word were ſufficient to declare a found 
aff: ion, without ſhewing the ſame indeed, we might be- 
lecue ſuch men, that they ha vpright delire (for none arc 
moreforward to brag and boaſt thereof then they) but lithens 
they faile of [:eking and ſeparating, and exerciling, which 
ſhould make them manifelt, they muſt pardon vs though 
we conceiue not ſo well of them, when we ſee no better eetti- 
moiic of pictic in them, 


Verſe.z, A 'foole is not delighted with knowledge, but in ds/cone+ 
ring his owne heart. 


Foole] a wicked perſon deſtitute of grace and wiſedome, 
: Aand yet highly conceited thereof, barh 1» aclight in under= 
ſanding, is not delirous to be truely wiſe, and therefore 
regardcth as little the meanes whereby he may attaine to 
wiſedome, bt in diſconering his owne heart, in (liewing by 
word and decd, that follic and naughtines which proceedeth 
out of his corrupt and wretched heart, nothing doth ſatisfie 
him,but that which is agreeable to his humours. 
C lt is the note of a ſinfull man to be pollcetled with (clfe- DoF, 
likxing,and wilfulnes in his owne waics, 

Of all men whom the prophets had todeale with,they moſt 
complaine of thoſ-that were of this diſpoſition, and na wan 
was niore troubled withthemgas it feemeth than [:>cmio, When 
inth- name ofthe Lord he willed them to inquire of the eld way 
which is the 550d way, ad wilhe therein, and they ſhould finde reſt ta 
their ſenl-s, they ſaid, they would not walks therein. When he bid 
them take hrede to the ſand of the trumpet, (that is the word of Ter. 6.16145 
God by his met(ſengers) rhey ſaid,they would not take heed, When 
he admoniſhed them t9 rerryne exery one from his exii! way, and 
make their water, and thrir workes good, they ſaid d:ſÞer.itely, ſurely 
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fer.c8,12.tg. will walks after our owne imaginations, and doc every man after the 


fubbornyes of his wicked heart. And was that good dealing with 
him ine-£2pr, when they told him exprelſcly, that the word 


ar.44.1 6.19. ich he had ſpoken in the nam of the Lord, they woull not heare it 


Rog/ons. 
x 


of hin, but would dee whatſornecr thing went out of th:ir owne 
month. 

Fir(t,carnall rcaſon,an | worldly wiſedomcare of great force 
a:1Jc{ti nation withchem, ani theſe arc enmitic to rhe coun- 
(cls of Go4d,andthe counſels of Go.l arc foolihi1:s tothem, 

Secondly, the luits of the fle:h docrule a1d raigne in their 
foules and members, they are wholy led with ſenlualitic : and 
what can they reliſh which ſauouceth of the ſpirit 2 and what 
will not delight them,thacis (linfulland ſenſuall ? 

Thirdly, pride continually aboundeth in their hearts, they 
arc toppe-full thercof, and oucrflowen with it, ſo thar all goo4 
counſcll giuen vnto them, they reic as contemptible, but 
their owne wills and deuiſes, they follow as diuineand admira« 
ble. Their wittcs arc (o freſh, their knowledge ſo deepe, their 
ſpeeches lo wile, and their ations ſo well ordered, as that no- 
thing is well, cither done, or ſaid, or thought of, which is con- 
traric to their courſes. 

In(truction not to like of vnderſtanding or inſtrution the 
worle, becauſe ſo many doclike of it no better: for we know 
that the greatelt number doth neuer conliſt of the wiſclt men, 
but of the worldlicſt. And what though the whole band of 
Sathans ſubic&s ſhould with open mouth exclaime and crie 
out vpon wiſedome? It is enough for her duepraiſe, and our 
imitation,that the i infFified »fher owne children, Wis hath belre- 
wed or report, ſaith the prophet //ay ? and yet ble{led werethey 
that did belcuce it,though neuer ſo fewe zand curſed werethey 
_ gaue no credit toit,although there were many millions of 
they, 

Conuiction of all perucrſe and obſtinate perſons, which be 
weddedto their willes, and of cuery one which taketh pleaſure 
in finne,that naughtines hath place in his heart. Bur who told 
vs whatis in their minds and atfeRions, what they belt loue 
and like of ? Shall we be iudges of their conſciences? They tell 
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vs in word and deed which way their heart is inclined, their 
leaud and licentious exerciſes bewray and diſcouer their in- 
ward corruptions. Who hearcth not their _ fay that 
they arc vnchaltly minded,when their lipps be vſually talking 
impurely ? docth not luſt and leaudnetle iffuc out of their 
mouths? And will not immodeſt and wanton behauiour and 
dalliances declare as much to mens eyes 2? Who ſeeth not a co- 
uctous affection ſhewing forth it ſelfe by grecdic ſecking of 
gaiac,and com noditic ? And Jocth not ambition,and inſclen- 
cic, and gariſhnes, teftific againſt proud perſons to their faces ? 
$odocriot, vnthriftines, and voluptuous liuing, perpetually 
cry out vpon Epicures and bellie-gods, 

Conſolation ſorchem that ſtriue to bring their wills in ſub» 
jetion to Golds wilſedome, and imbrace inſtruction, and as 
much as they can, loc mortific their inordinate affections : the 
ſpirit of Go.i inditerh them not of folly, but the Lords owne 
teſtimonic conſequeatly clearcth them of that contumacious 
obſtiaacie whereof tiie wickedare conuicted, 


Verſ.z. #henth: wich:4commeth, then commeth contempt, and 
with the vile man,reproach, 


\V4 Hey the wirted commeth. when any man becommeth 
V wicked, & waxcth (tafull, then commerh comtermpt,diſho- 

nour and infamie follow faſt aftcr him, his credit is 
growing into a conſumption, how great and many mcanes 
ſocucr he hath to vphold it : a»d with the wile man rep oach, he 
that is vicious,and by ill doing deſcructh ſhame,ſhall be ſure to 
hanc ſhame ard reproach his companions : if men dare not 
{pcake contemptuoully to him, yet they will talke contempti- 
bly ofhim, or though they ſhould be afraid to cenſure him in 
their words, yet they will be bold to deſpiſe him in their 
mindes.Scechap.11.2.% 13.18, 


Verl.4. The words of an excellent mans nwnth, are as deepe was- 
ters,the wel/þring of wiſedome,s a8 a flowing rmer., 


T words, Jthe wholcſold+ and fruitfullſpeeches,of an excel 
lent mans mauth,vttered by godly mca, and ſuch asfcare the 
B 3 Losd 
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Prov,13.26, 


6 ' PROVERBS. Chay.18, 


Lord: forto them doth the holie Ghoſt vouchſafe the tirle of 


excellencie: as when Dawialaith in the Plalms, My goodnes ex- 


tendeth to rhe Saints that are m the earth ,and tothe excellent, And 


when S$4/cmon faith in this booke,T he righteors 35 more excellent 
theu his xe rohbeur, They are as deepe Waters, plentiful and COPpi= 
ous, ſuch as faile not, nor can be drawne drieatanic time. 7he 
Well. Fpring of wiſedome us like a flowing runer , their hearts feede 
their mouthes , andthercour, wiſe, holie and fruitctull words 
fowe abundantly, as a vehement ftreame boyleth out of a rich 
Fountaine, Sce Chapt, 10.11. 


Verſe 5. Toaccept of the perſon of the wicked is not good,to oner« 
throw the ui manin indrement. 


5x 9 c11pt of the perſon of the wicked]to free him from puniſhe 
I ment,or toſhew him fauour ina bad matter,for his power, 
parentage, kindred, friendes, witte, wealth, gifts, acquain- 
tance, orto regard anic thing in him, without the cauſe , z5 not 
202, t ut dangerous and hurtfull, it will draw downe the iudge« 
ments of God vpon thoſe Magiſtrates, or perſons whatſocuer, 
which ve ſuch parcialitic : and he ſpeaketh in this manner,be- 
cauſe there is a ſhewe of wiſdome,and policic,for gainc& ſafcty, 
by gratifying of them, in reſpeRof the bribes which they will 
giuc to hauc theircurnes (erued, and the miſchicte which they 
willworke to thoſe that proceede ſeuerely again(t them,ro overs 
th:ow the inſt manin indgement, this is the effec, that common- 
lic inſfucth vpon the fauor that isſhewed tothe wicked,and ma- 
keth the ſinne double: In ſo much as vnrighteous malcefacors 
arc ſpared, ſo much the harmletTeand innocent arc oppretled : 
that hand which lifteth vp him, whom it oughtto beat downe, 
will beate downe him, whome it oughtto lift vp. Either of 
theſe were great offences alone, but verie gricuous when they 
arc both conioyned together, It was a foule fault to ſecke the 
relcaſc of P:rraba5,which had deſerued to die, but tohauec him 
deliuercd, that Chriſt might be crucified, was intollerab'e wic- 
kednes: and yct it would haue bene more notorious and dete- 
fable, if Chrift had bin condemned to dicby the praftife and 
"I per= 
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perſicaſion of Baryabbas, which thing ſometimes befaileth the 
members of Chriſt, by ttinſligation of the {uccetTours of 5 +r- 
rabbas. The Shechemites aduentured todoc that which'is here 
condemned, and therefore they feltthe penaltic which here is 
threatned : they would ſet vp Abimetech to be king, becauſe he 
was of thcir bloud, and (luc the other ſonnes of Grdcen for is 
ſake, and at his requeſt, but in the endthey found it not grodto 
accept of the per ſon of the wicked , and to onerthrowe the wit : tor 
they and their Cittie were deſtroyed , for taking part with their 
wicked kinſman , and offcring violence to the righteous chil» 
dren of Gideov, Sce Chap. 17, verlc 15. | 


Islo 944 5+ 


Verſe 6. A fooles lippes come with ftrife , and his mouth calleth 
for [Iripes. 

Verſe 7. Thementh of a foole is his owne deſtruflion , and his 
lippes area ſnare for his ſuule, 


F ooles lippes come with ſtrife, the wicked talke of a graceles 
foole, his rayling, (landering,lying, backbyting, challen- 
gcs, compatrings, nipping,and gyrding , doe asdirectlic 
tendeto quarrels, or brablings,as ifthey had legges to goe vn- 
to contention : which is eſpecially to be vnderitood of them 
that.he froward , proude, giuen to ſcothng, and others of like 
nature & diſpoſition ; and his meauth calleth for ſirip:s, the words 
of his mouth do prouoke,and cuen callfor blowes,and puniſh- 
ments, by his dciire vpon others, butby deſert and eltect vp- 
on himſelfe. The mouth of x foole is his owne de/irudtion, his vn- 
aduiſcd and intemperate ſpeeches bring his owne overthrow, 
and his lippes ave for his foule , that matter which his lippes doe 
malicioullic orraſhlic vtter, is an cccalion and m.cancsto in- 
trappehim, tothe hazard of his (tate, life, and (aluation. 
@ Euill words are molt pernicious tothoſc that ſpeake them. Def, 
Ecc leſiaſtes affirmeth, that the lxppes of a foole aenonre by mſelfe. 
And in thetwelfrh Chapter cf this booke , the cui!l man is Ecd.16.12. 
ſaide to be enſ13ared by the wickedneſſe of his lippes 3 and divers 
ſuch ſayings are to be found in the former Chapters , which Prou.1 2-1 3. 
were verified in Doeg, in Hanan, aid Damels aducrfaries,whole 
| tongues 


Reaoxt. 


3, 


Mat 13.26. 


$ PROVERBS, Chap. 18. 


tongues were fharpe and keene, tocuttheir owne throates, but 
blunted by the good hand of God, that they could not hurt 
his ſcruants,'whome they ſtrooke at with their bitter acculati- 
Ons. 

Firſt, the tongue is an edge toole, and requireth the 8kill of 
wiſedome, and the ſtrength of graceto handleit., If it be well 
managed, it is a weapon defenliuc, if otherwiſe, it is as much 
offcn(1ue to him that abuſeth it , who cucr holdeth the potne 
andcdgc in his owne hands, & ſmitcthat others with the hiles. 

Secondly, the Lord is wonttorender ſuch men their owne 
meaſurc,and maketh them fall into the pittes,which with their 
harmefull ctongues they haue digged for cheir brethren. They 
which by lying and traducing would defame others,by the dil- 
coucric of their liucs are made infamous themſclucs , and as 
they would hauc hurt thereby the (tate of them whome they 
falllic accuſed, ſo their owne ſtatesare impaired by ations and 
ſuites ariſing vpon their ſlaunders. $0 itallech out with fierce 
and furious fcllowes, and gibing-mates, and challengers, that 
ſceking either the diſgrace or bload of their neighbours, they 
recciue contempt and wounds to them(clues. And fo ſpecde 
conſpirators andtraitcrous people, they maligne the life of the 
Prince, and pcace of the Countrey, andthierefore doe praftiſe 
the ruine of both, but itpleaſeth God to make both to (ſtand, 
and manie of them to fall, aud letthe reſt beware, that they 
drink not ofthe ſame cup with them,although for a time,cthey 
bc too much favoured, 

Thirdly, it is juſt and righteous with the Lord,to call all vn- 
godly men to accounts before his iudgements (cate , not onely 
for their wicked workes,but (infull words: y ca, for excric idle 
word, as Ur Sauiour forctellcth,& then they ſhall frndetorheir 
cndletle woe , this Scripture te be fulfilled , that rhe mourh of a 

foole is his awne deftruition, and his lippes are a ſnare for his ſonle, 

Admonition,to be more afraidof ſpeaking (infully, then of 
all chat ſinfull men can ſpcak againſt vs, becauſe they can one- 
ly attempt thereby to hurt vs, if wee be ypright with the Lord, 
and hee will hide vs from the ſcourge of ehcir tongues , that 
chough they blame vs for a time, yet they ſhall not ſhame - 
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for eter : though they worke our trouble, or death, as they 
did Naboths,yet not our deftruction,as they could not doc his: 
burtheir owne euil tongues will ctfe& miſchicte againſt them. 
ſelues, for panſhment of bodic, aad perdition of ſoule,for c- 
uer, Then it tou wouldeſlt rule thy tongue better, that it draw 
thee not intoſuch dangers,thou mult nor luffer lfinne toraigne 
inthy life, nor torule inthy heart, which will commaund thy 
mouth, and oucrrule thy tongue: and the Lord by his righte- 
ous prouidence doth manic times giue them oucr to the follic 
and violence of their lippes, to their ſhame and miſeric, which 
will not be guided by the wiſcdome and vertue of h4 lippes, to 
thcir gloric and happines, 


Verle8. The words of the tale-bearey are as ſtroakes , and they 
goe downe into the imward parts of the belle, 
He words of the tale-bearerJthe malicious accuſatios which 
whiſperers doe ſecretly mutter again(t men behinde their 
backes, are as ſtroakes , as wounds that arc giuen by wea- 
pons: they doe them as much hurt by ſeeking their infamie,or 
trouble, or by alicnating the mindes, and good opinions of 
their friendes and neighbours from them, as it they had ſmit- 
ten themwitha fword , and they ove downe into the mward parts of 
the belly: they are like vntodartes, wherewith men arc dange- 
rouſlic wounded, piercing ( as it were) into the veric intrailes. 


See Chapt. 12, verſe 18. 


Verſe 9, Emen he that is neg/igent in his buſine(ſe, is a brother 
to a waſter. 


E that carricth himſelfe (lothfullic inthe works of his cal- 

ling, being withoutall care aad indeuourto (et forwards 

his affaires, is broter to awaſter ,is like to him that prodi- 

gally waſtcth his ſubſtance, as if he were his owne brother, and 

ſhall as certainely, though it may be, not ſo ſpeedily, come to 

oucrtic,as hee, 

q A lothfull perſon, ſtandeth in the ate of an vathrife, 

C Though 


Doft, 
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Though there be ſome difference in the manner, and de- 


grees of their inning, yetthe holic Gholt condemneth them 

| bothto be ſinful : and though they walke in diucrs pathes, 
yet they meete together at the lalt in miſcric and wretched- 
netſe, anſwereableto the meaſure of their misbechauiour and 
rcchlcines, . 

Real; Firſt, they that are too backward to ſerue the Lord in fruit- 
full labour,arc lightly tao forwardes, to ſeruc the flzſhin truit- 
leile ſenſualitic : and ſoas remitle and idle Droanes , they de- 
uoure much more, then the moſt laborious and paincfull 
Bees, 

Secondly, ail is ſpoyled whatſocuer they ſpend, that which 

2. theycatc,and drinke, and wearc, is none of theirs, by warrant, 
tothcir hearts from God,though they haue a civilltitle to the 
ſame, they dealc like beaſts,that breake into mens heldes, and 
cate vp the Corne and gratle, that is not allowed vnto them : 

4.Theſ, 3.12, 224thercforethe Apoſtic admonitheth ſuch to worke with qui» 
etnes, and eate their onne bread, 

3 Thirdly, penurieand waatisthreatned vnto them, and exe- 
cuted ypcnthem,and (o are they whipped with the ſame rodde 
wherewith waſtcrs arc ſcourged. Hee that /eneth paſtime ((ayth 

Prou,21. 17. hee, of the [pend-thrift )/31// be 4 poore man : and hee that loueth 
onle and wine. ſhall not berich. And thy poxertie, ( (aith hee, tothe 
flothfull) commerh as one that ty 1amaileth by the way it maketh haſt 
as a Poalt, or ſwift paſſenger, an1 thy neceſſitie like an armed man, 
with force and violence vnreliſtably, 

Fourthlie, they are (cldome patient of pouertic , though 
often oppretſed with it : and therefore, they growe inthe cnd, 
to lying, and ſhifting, to falſhood and fhiching, andall man- 
ner of indiretcourſes. Which appearcth by the precept of 
the Apoſtle : Let him that ſtole, ſterile no more : but rather let 
Eph.4.23. þim labour with his hands. the thing which is gro4, that he may haue 

to give onto him that needeth, 
Fiftlic , great hurt is done, and much redoundeth to the 
publike (}ate by their badde husbandrie, #y ſlothflncſſe, the 
Eccl 19.18: roofes of their houſes goe to decay , (as the wile-man ids} 
an 
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and by the idleneſſe of their handes , their houſes droppe thorough, 


Their mounds and fone wakes are broken downe, and their fieldes pq, y 4-31 


are OHerorowne with thoyrnes and nettles : by meancs whereof, 
thoſe habitations are ruinated , and groundes become barren 
which peraduenture waſters would haue ſolde, and thrifty men 
haue bought, ( or purchaſed) before they caine to ſuch delo- 
lation, 

Inſtrution for men to informe themſclues what buſinelle 
God hath called them vnto, and what is their worker, that they 
may therein ſhewe their diligence, 

Eucry man , of cucry degree, as well rich as poore, as well 
mightic as meane, 48 v<il noble as baſe, mult knowe that hee 
is borne for loc imployment tothe good of his brethren, 
if hee will acknov ledge himſcife to be a member, and not an 
yicer in the budic of ma::kinde. 

But if !oucand dutic to mcn, be not of force enough to per- 
ſwade thee to be(towe thy time victully,leet prouidence,rnd the 
regard of thine owne eſtate preuaile with thee, that hauing lit- 
ele, thou maycſt get more : or having much, thou mayeſt pre= 
ſcruc that which thou potletleſt. Or it thou takeſt not that 
for a ſuihicie''t moriuc, to inducethee to labour, yet ſtand in 
awe of God, ind deſpiſe not his will & ordinance, who hathen- 


Fe. 


joyned 4dzmand all 44; poltcritic, yet in his loynes,to get Gen.z.Igs 


ther bread in the [weate of their faces, 

And if contemptuouſly, they will needs deuoure it, without 
anic trauaile or good vocation, they bite at a bayte vpon an 
hooke, they thall be ſurc to (wallowe downe his curſe there- 
with, Sce this point and vic more largely handeled, Chap- 


tcr, 10. 4. 


Verlc 10, The ram? of the Lords 4 flrong Tower : the rizbre= 
01 rumeth to it, and 11 exalicd, 


He Name of the Lord Jhis Fruour ioyned with his mightie 
power,and faichfulnes towarcs his peopleyte a ffrong Towe 
ex,a% 2 Fort or Caitle of dcfonce is, for the lat: tic of them 


that are within ir:ſo he preſcructhi his from the violE<c of their 
Cz aducr- 
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aduerſaries;, that would deſtroy or hurt them z the righteous, 
ſuch as be iult, and godlic, and feare him, rwnne vato it, depend 
vpon him, and by prayer, and corhdence,commit themſelues 
to his protetion,a ainit Satan,finne, damnation,and all man- 
ner of daungers both of foule and bodie , and arc ex-lted , (© 
kept from the rage of troubles, and the reach of their enemies, 
az if they were taken vp intoan high Turret, or ſect in ſome 
place aloft, which no enemies could cither vndermine, oral- 
{auir, cr ſhouts vp vnto. 

DX, © T[hcy liuc in beſt ſafctie , thataremoſt atſured of Gods fa- 

uour, 

Hisname here is oppoſed, and ſet againſt all earthly muniti- 
ons, whether of wealth, authoritie, armour, armies, fricades, 
holds,or whatlocuerclſe men take to be fences tor them. This 
cauſcth him to ſpeake ſo comfortablie to his //rae/, the whole 

Deut, 33.27, bodic of his people,faying : The Eternall God is thy refuge,and 
wnder his armes thou artfor ener : hee ſhall caſt out the enemie before 
thee, and will (ay , deſtroy them, And this cauſcth his 1/rael, his 
ſcruants, and taithfull ones, to glorie ſo confidentlie in his 

Plal.g!, 2, goodnes , ſaying : 7 will ſay wto the Lord, 6 mine hope , and my 
fortreſſe : hee us my God, in himwill I truſt, 

Reaſons. Firſt, hee is not onely mightie, but Al-mightic, and onely 
mighti-, cuenthe Lord of might and power : and the (tron- 
gelt creatures haue but a limited ſtrength , and that they hold, 
and exerciſc, but at his will, and during his pleaſure. 

Secondly , hee 1s areftuge againſt one cuill, aſwell as an 0+ 
ther, or again{tcuery one, as anic : the ſtrength of Caſtles can 
keepc out men, and their violence , (though by tr:afon ſome« 
times they may haucalſocntrance thereiato)yct famine,peſti- 
lence, mortalitie, {infulnes, death, and the diuell , cannot be 
kept out: but our God is a defence againlt all theſe,thatnone 
of them (hall be hurtfull vnto vs, whenſocuer we ſhall be belic- 
ged by them, | 
FT- 1. Inſtruction todeclare our (clues righteous, and enioy the 

prerogatiue of righteouſnes,in ſeeking helpe at Gods hand, a- 
gain(t all our troubles & dangers.Our calUe is cucry where:the 
gatctherof is alwaycs open for fricnds,& ſhut againſt enemics: 

no 
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no time is vnſcaſonable to repaire vnto it : no place is an 
impediment to hinder vs from it : no bodily weakenes can 
diſable vs of it, This journey may be vndertaken at midnight 
alwell as at noone, and we may runne apace as ve (it in our 
houſes, and lie in our beds, and the feebleſt cripple, may 
make as good ſpeed as the [wifteſlt footeman : onely let vs 
not make our hcarts lame, or our wates vnpaſleable, by inti- 
dclitic, vaine confidence, orcuill converſation, with guiltines 
of conſcience, Faith, and faithfull behauiour, pur agilitic into 
the foule, and make patlage for it vato Gods preſence, withe 
out interruption, 

This {eructh alſotoreproue their follic, and to connince 
them of vnrighteouſnes, which dare not commit themlelues 
to the name of the Lord tor their ſuccour, leſt it ſhould be bat- 
tered, and beaten downe vpon their heads, and therefore 
flie to ſuch fortretles as arc founded mceerely vpon their 
owne fancies. How many doe make the fleſhtheir arme, for 
things concerning their bodiez, and this preſent life, as is the 
cultome of worldliags ? And how many doctrult in lying va- 
nities, as idols, the helpe of the dead, and praicrs to be made 
for them when themſclues are dead, in the behalte of their 
ſoules, inthe life t9 come, as is the praQtiſe of papilts ?See this 
point, and other materiall vſes thereof in the ninth chapter, 


firſt verſe, and third dotrine, 


Verſle.1t. The [ub Fance af the rich m 1,18 as it were / 's ſtrong 
citie, and 5 a high wal} in his imagination. 


N the former ſcatence was declared wherein the godly 

lecke for ſafetie, and finde it, and thatis inthe name of the 

Lord : and in this, wherein the wicked, eſpecially being 
wealthy, preſume of defence, but faile of it, and that is in their 
goods and pollelſions. For they ſeeme a ſtrong crtie, which 
no dangers can vanquith, and 2» highwall, that no miſerie can 
ſcale and climbe ouer: but al! is in their owne 1Magination, 
and nothing in truth : for they are weake an] lowe, aud vitet ly 
void of power agaiall any &ind of calannutied Scechap 19.15, 
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Verſe 12. Before deftruttion the heart of a man ts hawghtie,and 
before glorie goeth lowlmeſſe. 


B Efore deftruftionJbefore ſume grieuous calamitic,whereby 
a wan is as it were broken in peeces (as che word impor- 

tech) with mſcrie, ſorrow, or ſhame, 7he heart is hanghtze, 
the mince is puft vp with ſelfe-hking, and fo groweth ſecure, 
and carcles, and before glorie goeth lowlines, when a man is hum- 
bicin his owne eyes, aad thinketh baſely of himſclfc, and re- 
ucrently of others, and ſubmitteth him(ſclte to Gods hand, 
to beare willingly whatfocuer he ſhall impoſe vpon him, heig 
in the way to truc honour, if he be not aduanced to prefer- 
ment, yet he (hall be refreſhed with comfort, and inriched 
with graces. Scechap.11.2,and 16.v.18.19. 


Verſc.1z. He that anſwereth a matter before he kath heardit, it i 
4 follic and a ſhame to him, 


) make an{were, or replicto a ſpeech, or at all to ſpeake 
of any matter, betorc a man haththroughly heard, and 
fullie informed himſelfe therein,isa raſh and indiſcreete 
part, ad the euill conſcquents thereof, cannot but redound 
much to his diſcredir. | 
q They thatare too forward and haſtie in ſpeaking, arcapt to 
fall into abſurdities when they ſpeake, 

Felus ſhewed himſclfe ſcarce ſober, and in his right minde, 
when he interrupted Par! (o rudely in that his diuine oration, 
and charecd hini to be belide himſelfe. And it1snoted as one 
of the faults wherewith D.auid was blemilhed, that vpon Zibe 
his bare accuſationghe palled away Mephiboſhrrhs maintenance 
from him, before Mephiboſherh was brought to his a1ſwere, 
Bur the iuſtice and wiſedome of our Lord 1:(4 Chriſt, is 
praiſed by way of prophecie for a contrarie courſe in his 
yroccedings. For ſo much doth Eſay teſtific, when he faith, 
that che Þ5rit of the Lord ſhall reft wpon him: the ſpirit of wi/e- 
dome, and wnderſtanding, the ſpirit of counſell, and ſtrength, the ſhirit 


of 
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of knowledge, and of the feare ofthe Lord, and ſhall make him prau- 
dent in the feare of the Lord ; for he ſhall not mage after the freht of 
his eyes (that is, by ſuperficiall and ſlight ſhewes) nerther re- 
pron: by hearing of his eares, (thatis, by hearc-lay, and fiying re- 
ports) but with righteouſnes ſoall he wedge the poore. 

Firſt, he that will deale wiſely, muſt worke by knowledge Rex/ors. 
and ccrtaintie, which can neucr bs attaincd vnto by mecre I 
conicAures (becaule falſchood at the firſt glance ſeemeth to 
carric the colour of truth) but by manifcſt intormation and 
proofe, whereby the equitic of eucry caulcis to be made appa- 
rant and evident. 

Secondly, they thatare giuen to be ſuddaine with their lips, 3 
before that matters be duely ripened to their cares, doe many 
times ſuddainely more hurt tothemiclues and others, then 
afterwards they can well heale againe with their moſt mature 
deliberation. It is not fo calic to recouer the credit of wiſe- 
dome, truth and cquitie, as tv incurrethe cenſure of follie, 
falſchood, and iniquitic, Neither can we fo ſoone retra&t mens 
mindes froman hard opinion of thoſe perſons,or cauſes, which 
we vniuſtly deprauc, as we can iniuriouſly induce them toan 
cuill perſwalion thereof, 

Reproofe of diuersthat haue nimble and light tongues,and Vie 

can readily ſay whatſocucr commeth intotheir minde, which , 
doe greatly delight ro babble and reaſon, though that which 
they pronounce be vaine and friuolous, yca divers times erro- 
nious, vngodly, and wicked. And yetareſopreſt and readic 
to ſpcake, that they cannot ſuffer an other toend histale, yea 
hardly to beginne it, who notwithſtanding expect applauſe 
and commendation for their great wiſedome and iudgement, 
But if theſe be wife, then Salomon was very fillic in condem- 
ning their courſe ; and if Sa/omon were indued with know- 
ledge and vnderſtanding, theſe may worthily be reputed 
fooles without iuJgement, 

And to palle by them that take aduantage at a clauſe 
ofa ſaying, aid apprehend not the ſentence, or ſtumble at 
words, not regarding the meaning, asthe malicious cauillers 
did,which put no difference betweene the temple of Chrilt his 

bodic, 
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2.Pct 2-12, bodic, andthe temple of (tone) they arc hereby controlled, 
and that tharpely, which peaks cnil, as Porter (aith, of che things 
11 they baow rot : and fo much morethey which nut onely 
ſ(p:ake eu:ll, but patJe a ſznteiice of con J-m14tion: which are 
not o 1ely headis to condemne, but ail» haftie to inflict pu- 
Jer. 20. nil}, neat vpoa their in 19-2at yaderlings. $2 dea't Pry 
AQ «3. with [creme and drants with aut: burfo would not [ob deale 
with his peovle, chuugh of his owne familic, though bond- 
Iob.z1tz, mca,thouzh handmaides,though neuer ſo mcanc and abiect: F 
hearing they thould hauec, and iuftice they ſhould finde: if j 
their cauſe proucd g904, their intreatic ſhould not be bad. $ 
6 Intrution to follow the precept of Saint [1m7es, who ad- 
monitheth eucry man to b-/wife ro Ire, an.! low? to ſprake, He 
| that is mu.tralkatiue anJ readieto ovic, is alwaics leaſt at- 
lob,z2, tentiuz, and negligent to carne: and he that 1s molt filent, 
vntill it be time toſpeake, will like E/th« in the hooke of [ob, 
be belt able to ſpeake to the parpole, when time requireth, 
By ſuch ſhall a good aule be well maintained, fallchood and 
crroursdiſcoucred, the truth iuſtifed, the companie edined, 
and their owne wiſedome and knowledge made manifeſt to 

thoſc that heare them, 
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Verſe.14. Theſpirit of a man will beare out his infirmities, but a 
wounded conſcience who can beare ? 


T He ſpirit of aman] his heart being ina comfortable eſtate 
by the {ſight of Gods fauour,and che teſtimonic of a good 
_ conſcience, will beare out his mnfirmitics, maketh him to 
ſuſtaine with patience,and ſome cheerfulnes, manifold paines 
and diſcaſes ofthe bodic, andall outward crollcs x7 ger! rang 
but a wounded ſpirit who can beare ? but when the ſoule is caſt 
downe, and as it were broken with the apprehenſion of Gods 
indignation, none can endurethe horror and anquiſhthereof, 
nor any thing raiſe it vp, and giue comfort to it, but God 
alone, 
DoZ1, © Notroubleorafflition istoo heauie for a paticntand cheer- 
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If neceſſities , if diftreſſes, if fripes, if priſens, if twmmlts , had 
bene of force to make a faithfull man tofall, the Apoſtle Paul 
would not hauc bene ableto ſtand ſo conſtantlic as hee did 
for all theſe hee patientlic ſuffered, for the honour of his mini- 
ice, And though Daxids calamitics, by the rapes, inceſts, 
murders, and rebellions, Committed in his owne tamilic ,and 
cucn by his owne Children, were as gricuous and painefull, as 
broken bones : yet when his ſoule did feele Gods faueur and 
goodnetle towards him, hee was not out of hope to recouer a- 
eainc his foriner comfort and joyfulnes. 

This might be further exemplified by eb, by Iacob, and 
manic others , e{peciallie thoſe worthie martyrs , whome the 
Apoltle propolcth for examples to the Hebrewes , who were 
tryed by mockinges and ſcourgings : yea more-oner , by bondes and 
priſonment, They were ſtoned, they were hewen aſunaer , they were 
tempted , they were ſlaine with the ſword , they wandered vp and 
downe in ſheeper-shinnes, andin goates-chinnes, being deſtitute ,affli= 
Bed, and tormented. 

Firlt , being iuſtified by faith, and at peace with God , their 
faith and power deth obtaine a divine power from God, and 
that cauſeth heauic burthens to be borne, as though they were 
light,and bitter potions to be {wallowed downe,as though they 
were (weete and pleaſant. 

Sccondly, they looke tothe end which the Lord doth aime 
at in all their tribulations, and that istheir protite : and the ef- 
fe that will enſuetherevponat the laſt,and that is their cter- 
nall bletſednes, 

[n(truction for them that feare God, not ſo much to fore- 
feare alictions and troubles, as if the weight and loade of the 
ſame wouid cruſhthem to picces. Whatſocuer can befall anic 
godly man, depending on the goodnes of Gall, touching his 
health, ſtate, ſafetic, friendes, or any thing that doth cxtcrnal- 
lie concerne him, is but a tollerable infirmitic, as Dawid found 
at Ziglag , when his goods were gone, his Cittic brent, his 
wiucs taken captiues, together with his Children, his fricndes 
become hisfocs, and his life in imminent danger : for they 
were aboutty ſtone him,and yetin all thisextremitic,heis (aid 
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to haue comforted himſelfe inthe Lord his God, Now hee that 
was ſo prouident for Damid, to atſiſt his heart with helpe and 
power in his aducrlitie, will not be careleſſc for therelt of his 
people, astolcaucthem deſtitute of aide and ſuccour intheir 
diſtreiſes, If hee lay yokes on their neckes, and burdens on 
their ſhoulders, hee will either make their yoakes and burdens 
tobe light and calc, orclſe their neckes and ſhoulders to be 
Rrong and mightie, Andtherefore ſo much diſtemperas any 
man breaketh into in his aflitions, ſo much defe he bewrays 
cth of the vigour, and fortitude of the ſpirit. 

q But a wounded ſpirit , 4c. Thehorror of a terrified conſci- 
cncc is an importable burden. 

The bodicin his health and ſtrength, with all the deleable 
things that ſence docth delightin , is vnable to ſupport , and 
yeeld refreſhing tothe ſoule afflicted, as the ſouls 1n her peace 
and tranquillitic doth animate and cheriſh the bodic diſcaſed. 
The anguiſhes and agues of diuersgodlic men , being ſtrongly 
alſaultcd with feares, and temptations, as of /ob,and Dauid.and 
Chrift cſpcciallic , doc giue a cleareteſtimonic to the truth of 
this point : andthe vavtterable gripings, and deſperate hor- 
rors of the wicked , doe make it vyndoubtedly certaine and ma- 
nifelt, How miſerablic was Balſhazxzar aftrighted, and racked 
with tcrrors in the midſt of his cuppes, at his ſumptuous ban= 
quet , notwithſtanding the greatnes of his power , the maieſtie 
of his place, the largenes of his dominions,the gorgiouſncs of 
his buildings, the plentic of his plate and treaſures, whereof 
much was now before him, and the multitude of hisfriendes, 
whereof manic now were with him 2 

It ſhalbe needletle here to dilate the caſe of Carneand Tndas, 
of whome, the one reſtleſlic purſued himſclfe from placeto 
place on earth, and the other poſtedtothe tree with all haſt 
poflible, to ruſk with ſpeedines into hell. 

Firſt, they looke vpon the angrie countenance of God, and 
apprehend hisircfull indignation, & that is ſo immealurablic 
fearcfull and terrible , as ncither man nor Angell can poſliblic 
ſuſtaine it. Fl on vs monntaines (lay the mightie men,in the Re- 
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from the preſence of him that ſtteth on the Throne , and from the 
wrath of the Lambe, For the great day of his wrath is came , and 
who can ſtand ? 

Secondlie, the guilt of ſinne is a moft grieuous vicer for 
their hearts to feele,and an hideous obicRtfor their eyes to ſee, 
and yet it is alwayes before them, and continually within them, 
No debt, though of millions, and to the cruelleſt creditor in 
all the world, is ſo dangerous , as deadly linne-: no writte is ſo 
incuitable as the curſes of Gods holic Law: and no arrcit is ſo 
vncomfortablc and irkeſome , as the biting accuſations of the 
conſcience, 

Thirely , the continuall perill of death, of hell , and con- 
demnation, doth maruellouſlic diſmay them, in ſo much that 
life it ſclfe , which all living creatures ardentlic delire to re- 
taine, and all che delights and priuiledges thereof, arc of no 
eſtimation and valus with them : the violent dread of de- 
firution, draweth them often , to ſeeke their deſtruction 
with violence. 

In(truion to price the peace of a good conſcience at an 
higherrate then all bodilic bleſſings ,and earthlice commodi- 
tics,as health,wealth, wit,reputation, authoritic,dignitic,kinde 
fricnds, proſperous children, and all other deſircable gifts that 
arc but temporaric : if it haue them ioyned with it, be thank- 
full for theſe, but more for that : if it be beſtowed alone with- 
out them,be content with that, and murmure not at the defeRt 
of theſe, 

Secondly, beware how thou pearce thy ſoule with knowne 
and wiltull trangreflions , leaſt thou make a wound therein, 
which in the end may prooue vnlufferablic painetull , and vn- 
curablic deſperate, Which miſchicfe,the better to preuent,let 
cucric man often examine his waycs, and get pardon for his 
ſinnes, and purging from them , before they cxulcerate , and 
breake forth into ſuch pernicious malladies, And it is verie 
needfull toprofite by, and make good vic of more gentle and 
milde correions, that cucric affliction bring vs toſome hu« 
miliation , by the finding out of our offences, and the vnfai- 
ncd acknowledgement of them. 
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Laſtly,ſithens the Nate of them thatare 1aden with the poiſe 
of atroubled conſcience, is ſo full of calamitic ,fo wofull and 
lamentable , what mercie and compaſlion is therefore to be 
ſhewed vnto them? Are they not much to be borne with,cuen 
in thcir infirmitics, pitticd, prayed for, and comforted,and not 
reproched,deſpifed, and laughed at > Who art thou which ſha- 
king thy head at their feares,doubts, and diftidence,canſt trues 
lic ſay, I ſhall ncuerdrinke of this cuppe, this iniſericſhall ne- 
ucr fall vpon me? Andif thou in that ſtate wouldeſt not haue 
affliction added to thy ſelfe afflited , then cauſe not them to 
be madk more ſorrowfull , which are alrcadic well-neare oucr- 
whelmed with ſorrow. 


Verſe I5. The heart of the prudent poſſeſſeth knowledge , and 
the eare of the wiſe nill ſecke after underſtanding. 


= heart of the prudent poſſeſſeth knowledge, ] hee that is ac« 
quainted with the ſtate of his owneſoule, and diſceracth 

how precious and fruitcfull , and needfull vnderſtanding 
is, willnot content himfſclfe to haue wiſedome in his cares, or 
head, or lippes, but laycth irvpin his heart, as his Chicfe trea- 
ſure, andth: eare of the wiſe ſeeketh after vnderſtanding : he labou- 
reth to increaſe knowledge and grace, adding dailic therevnto, 
by harkening as much as he may, to all ſound and wholclome 
inſtructions, 

Hee that would be wiſe to ſaluation, mult applic both his 
heartandcarcs to Gods holy word. Wiſedome expeReth both 
theſe at the hands of her children,and (chollers, and conditio» 
neth with them, that they ſhall be without neither , if they will 
enioy her, and her graces, 4fy ſonne (ſaith the) if rhon wilt re- 
ceine my words, and hide my commandement: within thee , ana cauſe 
thine eares to hearken to wiſedome , and incline thine heart to undey= 
Pranding , then ſhalt thou vnderſtand the feare of the Lord,, and finde 
the knowledge of Ged. There more ſhall be ſpoken of this mate 
ecr. 
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« And the eares of the wiſe, 5c. They that haue the beſt know- Do# 2. 


ledge, arc the moſt willing tolcarne more, See chap. g.v.g. 
doR.z., 


Verſe.16. The gift of a wan inlargeth him, and leadeth him be+ 
fore great men. 


—_ vift of a mar] not the good qualities that arc in him, 
and che graces which he hath receiued, but the preſent 
that he bringeth, and the reward that ke be{toweth, imlary- 
" rg, and leadeth him before great men, maketh roome for 
im, and procureth him acceſleto the preſence of them that 
arc in high places, and of great authoritie, from whom alſo he 
getteth countenance and fauour,whether his ſuite be cquall,or 
vnlawfull. Sce chap. 17.v.8. 


Verſe, 17. He» that is firſt in his owne cawſe is inſt : then commeth 
hy neighbour and meaketh mnquirie of t ins, 


H E that is firſt in his owne cauſe] hethatis in a controuerlie, 
ſpeaketh frlt, before che magiſtrate, arbitrator, or any 

othcr to whom irbclongeth to heare the matter, s 1ſt, [0 
pleadeth for himſelfe, and ſetteth ſuch colours vpon his caule, 
that he ſeemeth to be very righteous : if he be plaintiffe, that 
his informations be <quall,and waightic, if defendant, that his 
apologic is good, and heinnocent. Yet is not this to be vn- 
dcrſtood of cucry one that hath the firſt place of ſpeech: 
for rightcous men doe many times begin the declaration of 
the cauſe, or defence of themſelues, and be found vpright 
and faithfull both in the entrance and end of the (rife : but 
it is ment of falſe fcllowes, that reſpe not what they may 
warrantably auerrc with truth, but what they can audacioully 
affirme with impudencic. 7hencommerh his nrighbour, and mas 
keth inquirie of hy, he that in the ſecond place, or afterwards is 
to makeanſwere vato him, or reply vpon him, confuteth his 
llegations, detcRtcth his falſehood, and conuinceth him, of - 
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q Abad cauſe commonly hath aduantage atthe beginning, 
and a good caule preuaileth in the-cnd, 

So it fell out betweene 7o/eph, and his miſtris z betweene 
47icaiah, and the falle prophets: betweene Mordecas, and Ha- 
mom: betweene Pal, and Tertullus : betweene Chriſt, and the 
phariſes:betweenethe Goſpcll, and poperie. 

Fir}, wicked men that maintaine cuill cauſes,are ſhamcleſſe 
to ſpcake lies, and diuers that heare them, arc rcadie to beleeuc 
lics,vntill che truth doc cuidently refell them, 

Secondly, God in his prouidence doth fo diſpoſe of it, that 
his people may be the better humbled-: that they may be 
drawne to ſceke his helpe, and that his hand may be ſcene in 
chcir proſperous ſucceile at the laſt. 

la(truftion to rulers and iudges, and euery one to whom 
authoritic is committed,to lend the cares aſwell tothe one (ide 
as the other, before they condemne or acquite either of them: 
and that they proceed as they finde the matter confirmed or 
confuted by duc proofes, and notas they hearc it affirmed, or 
contradited by bare words : for our proucrbe is as true as 
common: One tale is good, till an other be heard. Ard this 
may alſo admoniſh all men to take heede how they garniſl, bad 
cauſes with artificiall colours, as vaine women'paint their wi- 
thered faces to make them ſeeme very faire and beautifull : 
the breath of truth will at the laſt blowe vpon them, whereby 
their hew ſhall be changed, that euery one ſhall ſee their defor- 
mitic, not by hauing a disfigured vizage, but a diſhoneſt be- 
hauiour. Though they thriue in their praQtiſes for a time, 
yetitis impoſllible for them to ſucceed well in their cuil waies 
for cucr: cither their neighbours, one man or other, willlay 
open their falſehood andfaultines to the eyes of theworld in 


. the day of their conuition, or elſe the Lord will bring their 


leaudnestolight, before men,and Angells,andall the world, at 
the day of judgement, 


Verſe, I8. The lot cauſeth comtentions toceaſe, and maketh a partiti- 
an Amongit the mightie, 


He 


Verſe.18. PROVERBS, 24 


H Edeclarcth the true, and right vſcofalot,by telling what 
is done,forthat which ought to be done : namely, in dith- 

_ cult and doubtfull cauſes,which carmot otherwiſe be well 
determined,and where in diuiſion men cannot agree betweene 
cthemſclues what part cucry one ſhould hauc, that then they 
be ſatisfied with that which the Lord by lot doth aftcr a (ſort, 
award vnto them. And he makth ſpeciall mention of the 
wiphtie, that it ſeru*th to compound their controucrlies, be- 
cauſe that when they contend, by reaſon of their power, and 
ftrength, and tout ſtomacks, they greatly damnitic one an 
other. 

q Thcnalot is lawfully vicd, when itcither procureth or pre. DoF, 
ſcrueth peace,and cquitie. 

For the auoyding of partialitie, wrong, ſtrife, and murmu- 
ring, the [ſrachres are commanded by AZeſes, and ordered by 
Joſtma,toinherit the lgnd of Canaan by lot according totherr faxailies: Numb, 31, 
te the more, (aith he, ye ſhall giue more inheritance, and tothe 54 
fewer, the leiſe inheritance. Where the lot ſhall fall roany 
man, that ſhalbe his: according tothe tribes of your fathers, 
yc ſhall inherit. 

When Sal by lot was choſen to be king, there was no occa- x,$aul.a; 
ſion ginen, ortaken, for ought that we read, that any other 
ſhould ſtand vp again{t him to get the place, or thinke him- 
ſelfe vynworthily reicted, that he was not choſen. And ſo At. 
when the lot for the Apoſtlcſhip fell on Afatthias, Barlabas 
forthwith gauc placevnto him, and all the reſtacknowledged 
thecleQion to be from the Lord. 

Firſt, God himſelfe hath inſtituted andappointed it, his or- 
dinance it is, and not mans inuention, and tothis cnd deſtina» 
ted by him, that juſtice and concord mighe be maintained, 
_ they are planted:and repaired againe,where they arc vio- 
ated. 

Secondly, the hand of his prouidence hath the direQtion of 2 
it,as we haue alrcadie ſcene in the lixtenth chapter : The lor i« Provts. zz, 
eaſt into the lap,but the whole diſpoſition thereof,zs of the Lord, 

Inſtrution that we neuer deale with alot, but vpon iuft FM 
cauſe, when need (orequireth,and in duc manner,as is (cernel Y, 
an 
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and fit for the exerciſc thereof. Beware that it be not friuo- 
louſly peruerted to fpcrts and trifles, and eſpecially to doe 
wrong and injuric, as the ſouldiours did to winne Chril his 
velture, and Haman, in [ccking tacreby a luckie time to dex 


' (troy allthe /ewes, Aid wholocucr vpon ſerious and weightie 


aftaircs thalbc lawtuily occationed to vic it, let then commit 
the (ucceile ro the prouidence of God, by praicr, and ſubmit 
them(ſclucs ro his determination, with contentment. It was 
found by lot, that Acham by tranſgreſſing the com mande- 
ment of God, concerning the exccrable, and conſecrated 
things, had deſerucd to dic,and was accordingly to be puniſhed 
with death:ne nothing gaincſaicd the teſtimonie of God there- 
in, but ycelded hiin{clſc to be an offendour, and to ſuffer the 
puniſhmentthat his offence demerited, 

And ſo much did /onab likewiſe, and more then that, 
(though the Lori| more ſpared, and miraculouſly preſer- 
ucd him) for when the lot conuited Rim to be the man, 
for whole ſake that hoiſlercus and dangerous ſtorme was 
raiſcd, himſcite patled ſentence of death and drowning vpon 
himſclfc, aad required the heathen marriners to doe execu- 
tion. 

Reproofe of them which inuertthis good and vſcfull ordi- 
nance, and make it ſerue for euill and hurttull purpoſes, as 
they doc, that giue themſclues to carding and dycing. Doc 
they ayme at this, that every onc,as neare as may be,ſhall haue 
and hold his owne 2? or doe they not aduenture cucry one 
the luiſe of his owne vathriftily, tro get an other wans, 
though it were his whole patrimonic, without duc conſidera- 
tion, vnrightcouſly? Is thjs an cuen and cquall, and indiffe- 
rent forme of making partition ? And how well they be con- 
tentto depart with that which the dice doth allot them to loſe, 
and how much peace is {pred among them,and how great con- 

centions are paci mm Ws by their frownings,and fret- 
tings,whenthcir full bagges haue emptied their ſtomacks into 
their fellowes pockets, yea by their brawling, ſwearing, and 
curling, and many times by thcir challenges, quarrels, and 


combats, 
AM bre- 
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Verſe 19. A brother offended, is harder to winne then a ſtrong 
Citie : and their contentions are hike the barre of a Pallace, 


Brother) a naturall brother,a nearc kinſman,a kind friend, 
offended, alienated by wrongs recciued, or imagined to be 
 donevnto him, from him whome hee ſo much affeed 
before, is harder to winne then a ſtrong Citie , will with more dif- 
 ficultic be brought to firme and vnfained reconciliation, then 
a Citic well defenced, can be vanquiſhed and taken. And their 
contentions , their ftrife , and ſuites, are like the barre of a Palace , 
-Ntrong,and vehement, and mult with no le(ſe adoe be pacified, 
whiles their power ſcructh them to purſue oneanother, then 
the mightic iron barres,whereby the gates of a Caltle,Fort,or 
great building,arc ſhut in,and keptlafe, may be broken,or cut 
in ſunder, Butthis is to be vnderſtond of vnregenerate and 
flcſhlie men ,' or of Gods ſcruants fo farre as they be carnall, 
and not otherwiſe : for it is a commendation that is giuen to 
the godlic, by Saint James, that their w/edowe which they re- 
cciuc from aboxe,'maketh them peaceable, gentle, and cafe to be 
$n'reated. 
q The more neerly men are knit together, the more grie- 
uous the breach is, when iarrcs doe growe betweene them. 

Their fricadſhip not ſo much ſcames-ript, as torne in the 
whole cloth : the ſinewes of their loue are cut in (under,rather 
then theskinne of it broken, 

Examples we hauc hereof,of thoſe that haue bin wicked on 
both lides,as Abimslech,and the Shechemnter: [pboſheth,and Ab- 
wer: Abaſhuerus,and Vaſhrs firſt, & Haman afterwards : and ſo in 
like manner of Ab/halom and Ammon. Experience alſo may 
be ſcene, in ſuch as hauc bene vnited with the bands of nature, 
and dilioyned by the difference of religions., though | po 
yeneure they may both make profeſſion of the ſame,.the one 
in — in faithfulnes: Such were Caine and Abell, 
_ ,and /aco# : lacobs elder ſonnes before their conucrſion, 
and Joſeph, 

ns o FE the worſe of theſe malignedthe better,cue- 
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ricman may reade , and how implacable the wicked of them 
wereto the godlie,tillthe Lord by grace or prouidence,appea- 
{cd them, is cuidentin the Scriptures. | 

Firſt , when men be of the ſame bloud, and of a contrarie 
ſpirir,and behaviour , the enuic groweth the greater, and the 
malice more violent from the yngodlic againſt the righteous, 
becauſe the goodnes of them that be necre vnto them, doth 
vcric much diſgrace and condemne their linfulnes and rebel- 
lion. And therefore they reuenge it with vanaturalland bar- 
barous ficrcencs: ſometimes the brother betraying the brother to 
death : and ſometimes the father the ſome : and ſometimes rhe 
children riſing againft thewr parents , and cauſing them to die, as our 
Sauiour teſtiheth, _. 

Secondlic , where there hath bene a great league of kinde- 
nes, and much louc betweene them, therewhen then they fall 
to variance, their expeRations be decciued, and that good opi- 
nion and hope that one had of the other, & then all chings arc 
taken in the worlt part,as Ahaſprerus dealt with Fiaman:& then 
the remembrance of all former familiarities,& curteſies,do ag- 
grauate the newriſen offences, as Danid did iultly obbraide A« 
chitophel. There is no ſurfcit more dangerous and hurtfull,then 
to haue the (tomack annoyed,and oucrcome of fuch mcatcs as 
a man was wont molt to ike of, t 

Inſtruction to vic our brethren and friends with all good re- 
ſpeRts,as whereby we may tye their loue the falter vato vs, and 
net giuc cauſcthat it ſhould be ſeparated from vs, And better 
it is to beare ſome wrongs, then by taking of cucry offence, to 
imbitter our owne hearts and theirs;to the ruine of our amitic 
and friendſhip. Abraham choſe rather todepart from much of 
his right,then that he would loſe anic of his nephew Lors loue, 
or be atadiffercnce with him, And if our friends and brethren 
be eſtranged from vs,the harder itistoreconciletheip good af- 
feRion, the greater diligence is tobe vic incffeftingof it, If 
we haue treſpalled againſt themylet vs : if they haue 
bin milinformed againſt vs,[ct vs cofute it: ifought be doubt- 
full,and is miſinterpreted, letvs explaine it: and when we haue 
-doncall that wecando torecouertheir good wil,by wiſdome, 
£4 | 4 mecknes, 


. 


meckcnes,patience, curteſic,and kindnes: let vs deale with the 

Lord ,as /aceb did concerping E/as, that hee will bowe and in- 

clinctheir hearts vnto vs, if their fauour and friendſhip be ex- 
ient for vs. 

* Conſolation tothem that beceing iniurioullic intreated with 
wrongs,and indignitics,will cither not take an offence,or caſily 
remitit. It is grace which begetteth in them that facilitic and 
mildnes, corrupt nature neuer yeeldeth ſuch fruit. Such a ſpi- 
rit had /oſeph,when he was ſo mercifull to his brethren that had 
bene ſo malicious. Such a ſpirit had AZoſer,that was mecke to- 
wards Aaron , and Miriam, which had vniuſtlie murmured a- 


gainſt him, And {uch a fpirithad 7eſ#s Chriſt, and the four- Numb. 12 Iy- 


taine of the ſame,is hee that pardoned his cnemics,and prayed 
for them,and dycd for them. . 


| Verſe.20, Withthe fruit of a mans month ſhall bis beliie be ſatif< 
fied, and with the increaſe of his lippes ſhai, we be filled, 


[th the fruit of a mans ewonth,] with thoſe wordes which 
VV mouth of a man vttcreth,be they good or bad, as 

the tree yeeldeth her fruit,be it lu cct or ſower, ball bis 
bellie be ſatisfi:a, he ſhall be as it were,fed with ioyo: lorrow, and 
with the mereaſe of his hippes, accerding to thoſe ſpeeches which 
the lips vſe moſt todeliuer,wholſome,or hurtfull,as the greid 
ſendeth forth her crop of corne or weeds, ha! b» be filled he ſhal 
either hauc great welfare,or great wor,many bleſſi2gs,or many 
judgements, Almoſt the lame words arc inthe x2. chap.ver. 14. 


Verſe 21. Death and life ave tn the power of the tongue, 4s #Mery 
one delighteth to wſe it, hee ſhall cate the fruit thereof, 


His verſc in part,containcthan explication of the former, 

"T thevi ng what is that ſatzsfying & filzng, which is there men- 

tioned , that it cxtendeth to all miſcric, cuen to the veric 

death of the wicked,which abuſe their tongues to cuill,& to all 

happines,cueto life it ſelfe,8& that cucrlaſting,(as is alſo meant 

of the contraric) of the godlie, which vſc their tongues arights 
E 2 
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Dolt. 


great perſonages behaue themſclues curteouſlic, 


28 PROVERBS. Chap. is. 
both which are ſaideto-be in the power thereof: that is, the per- 
ucrting, or well ordering of the ſame, is effeQuall , either for 
deſtruction or ſaluation : and yetthis force is not inthe pro- 
nouncing of wordes, butin th'affeQion from which they con- 
fantly proceed , and as ewery ove delighteth to wſeit : ſo hee ſhall 
eate thereof. Hypoctites ſometimes doe make faire ſhowes, 
but their hearts and lippesaccord not together, and therefore 
thcir ſmooth ſpeeches tend not to life : and godly men ſome- 
times forget themſclues,but they take not pleaſure in cuill ſpea« 
king, and therefore they ſhall not be deſtroyed, though they 
may be corrected, See Chapt. 13. verl, ;. 


Verſe 22. Hee that findeth a good wife, findeth a good thing ,and 
obtaineth fanonr of the Lord. 

F that findeth a good wife , ] which being himſelfe a good 

H man, hath,and ſceth,and inioyeththe benehiteof a good, 

wiſc, and faithfull wifc, finderh a good thing ; which ſhall be 


- for his helpe and comfort ; and obraineth fauonr of the Lord , rc- 


cciuctha teſtimonic of his louc, in heſtowing ſo-great a bleſ- 
ſingvpon him : and ſo-doth a-godlic woman, that findeth a 
good and gracious husband. 

q They oncly ſpeede well in marriage,whom God 'maketh the 
match for, in mercic, This will more plaincly appcarc in the 
verſe ofthe next Chapter. 


Verſ.2 3. The poore ſpeaketh with ſupplications: but the rich anſwe- 
reth roughly. : 


He poore] he that is in miſcrie,in perill,in feare,or ſubieRi- 
Ta ,ſpcaketh with ſupplications, ſubmillely,antl lowely,to the 

wealthie & mightie,beſceching him in hiible manner,and 
reucrent termes, eſpecially when he hath any ſuite vnto them, 
But the rich anfwereth roughly: he that hath abundance of goods, 
or isin authority,notonely rcieftcth the poore petitioner con- 
temptuouſly,with a churliſh deniall,but otherwiſe alſo is proud 
and inſolent in his ſpeeches. Commonly thus itis,but yetnot 
alwaics: for ſome of the lowelt ſort ſpeake diſdainfully,& ſome 


q Affliction 
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lowly behauiour. We haue Naomy, and Ruth, the woman of 


q Afﬀidtion and a Towe cſtatc, is a meanes to bring men to ng, 


Canaan, and many others, for precedents hereof, _ the Excdur.g.z 


godly : and Pharao, Renhadad, Haman, and diucrs of the 
crew, for cxpericnce of this, among the wicked. 


2me 1-King, 0. ; 
Heſt, 7.7, 


Firſt, t he hearts of them that are wiſc and godly, are taught Reaſons. 


to ſtoupe totheir eſtates,and to ſhewe humilitic towards thole 
by whoſe hands they hope that the Lord will miniſter helpe 
vntothem, For it is the dire& way to moue other men to 
be mercifull,and to make themſclues capable of mercie. 
Secondly, cuen of them that be vnregenerate, ſome be cru- 
ſhed with penuric, & calamitics, that theyhauc no ſtomacke to- 
be ſturdic : and ſome beawed with dread and danger, that they 
dare not ſhew themſclues arrogant: and ſome be led with art, 
and pollicic, toſtirre vp men to commiſcration, with the pre» 
rence and appearance of ſubmiſſion... Onthe other lide, great 
paltcritic occalioneth men like bulles laden with flcſh,and fat- 


nes, tobe loftic in minde, and fierce of behauiour ; Amaziah, ,Chron.zs. 


whoaftcr his ſuccelle againſt the Zdomites,dildained to be (po- 
ken too, thoughof a Prophet, and therefore commanded him 
filence, and that with threates of preſent death, vnletſe he de- 
liſted, And fooliſh Nabal,in the plentic ofthis goods,and good 


cheare, was as drunken with pride, as with wine, and therefore 1,Sam.z5- 


he fallcthto roaring, and bellowingat Dad, and his equall 
requeſt which he vouchſafed ſo humblic to make vnto him, 
by his melſengers. And what maruailcis it that they take on 


in this manner, when they ſtand in no feare, neither neede, as- 


they ſuppoſe,of any ? When they deſpiſc,and ſct naught by all, 
as contemptible perſons, in compariſon of themſclues ? when 
they imagine their depthand wiſcdome to be nothing inferi- 
our tothcir wealth and riches? 

Inſtrution not to abhorre pouertic with ſo griecuous de- 
teſtation, ſeeing it may helpe vs to knocke off the hornes of 
our pride znorto ſceke for wealth with ſo greedie a deſire, ſee 
ing that it commonly worketh ſuch great inhumanitic. 
Though the one frowne at thee with a grimme countenance, 
yet being well vſcdzit helpeth thee againſt thy greateſt _— 
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andthough the orher ſcemeto ſmile ypon thee with a flecring 
face, yet being too much made of, ir proucth a cruell tyrant. 
Theformer maketh men many times mecke,and amiahlezand 
the latter cauſeth them to be fierce, and hatefull : that leading 
them to fobrietic,this driuing them into afrenzic,inlomuch as 
like mad men,they fall corauing,and raging. Yet lith moſt that 
be lowe broug|!:t, can for a time crouch vnto thoſe that may ci- 
ther helpe,or hurtthem, it is not to be taken tor a certaine note 
of grace and humilitic,to yeel4 ones ſelfe ſubmiſſiuc tomen,in 
that ellate,vnles they call down the(clues alſo before the Lord, 
We hayec ſhewed before, that proud Pharao could intreat Moſes 
to pray for him in his miſcrie,&ambitious Hama could downe 
vpon his knees to Eſter, in his perill: and boaſting Benhadad, 
could put arope about his necke, & be ſcruit himſelf to Achab 
in his ouerthrow,when his (tate and life did licin Achabs hand. 
Reproofe of them that being poore, are yet nothing the 
le(ſe proud,andarrogant,whoſe haughtic mindes,and infolen- 
cic,cannot be brought downe by beggeric it ſclfe:be it knowne 
vnto them, that they walke ſtubbornely agawnſt the Lord,as loſes 
witneſſeth, and thereforethe Lord wil walke ſtubborn:ly againſt 
them, as himſclfe docth threaten : Ict them looke for ſeuen 
lagnes more, and ſcuen times greater, yntill they be either 
umbled, or deſtroyed. If they ſetthemſclues to wreftle with 
him, by deſpiling his judgements, he will cither giue thcir 
hearts the fall, by working repentance, and humiliation in 
them, or their ſoules and bodies the foyle, by cxccuting 
plagues and damnation vpon them, 


Verſ.24. A nanthat hath friends,ought to ſhew himſclfe friendly, 


for a friend ts nearer then abrether, 


A Mean that hathfriends) which is beloucd of, and recciueth 
fauours and benefites from others, o»ght to ſhewe him/-!fe 
friendly, to entertaine, hold, and requiterheir friendihip 

by all good duties. Heis not onely to take heede leaft by any 
frangenes, and offering of diſcourtelics , he loſe their likings, 
butto indeuour by all (ignes and pledges of good will, to knit 
their hearts faſter and faſter vnto him, For afriend,an —_— 
wel- 


Verſe 24. PROVERSS. 31 


wel-willcr, which bearcth Chriſtian affe&ion vntohim whom 


he loucth, is nearer then a brother, is more faithfull and con- 
ſtant in miniſtring helpe and comfort, then an ordinarie 
kinſman,or mecere naturall brother. 

@ Iris in vaine for him to expeRconſtant kindneile from o- 
thers,which is carclcile to pertorme duties to others. 


'Wecommonly ſay, and (ce irdayly to betruc; that it is an D#. 


calie matter to get a friend, but hard to keepe him, becaule the 
hauing of him, is a benefite offered our of an other mans good 
will, but the holding of himis the worke of our owne wilc- 
dome. When Naomy & Rath were vnited togerker in loue,and 
affinitic, the Scipture aoteth how prouident the one was for 
the good of the other, Reth labouring to get foodefor Naomy, 
and Naemy ſcckingto get a good match for R»th, and both of 
them. imployed all their pnight, and mcanes,for the preferua- 
tion of theit mutuall ſocietic,and welfare, 


Firſt, to be louingly dealt with, and not to deale louingly,is Reaſons, 


athing difplcaling tothe Lord ; and all the curtelics that they 
by his prouidence hauec recciued at mans hands,remaine vpon 
their ſcore,and by his iuſtice will be exacted at their hands, 

Secondly, the kinder any fricnd is,and not regarded,nor an« 
fvcred again with kindnes, the greater indignitic he eſteemeth 
thecontempt of himfelfe to be, andis the more prouoked a+ 
gainſt hir1 tbat is ſo vnthankfull, 


Inſtrution toncgle& no good office, whereby our friends Y7# 


may feelc how well we ate them,and how firme and faithfull 
our louc is towards thera, Are they in affliticn? Mourne with 
them,pray for them, miniſter counſell, comfort, and helpe vn- 
to them. Are they in-profperitic? Reioyce thereat,and wiſh,and 


further the continuance of the ſame. loyne together as oppor- . 


tunitic ſhall ſerue, in all Chriſtian cxerciſcs, in calling vpon the 
name of God, in linging of Plalmes, in hearing of Sermons, in 
reading of the Scriptures, in godly conferences, which may 
build vpthe conſcience. Be fayling in no dutic of kindnes and 
curtelie, Entcrtaine or ſalute one an other, with cheerfulnes, if 
preſent: cither viſite,or ſend tokens one toan other, ifabſent ; 


ecfendthe credit and miaintaine the caule & innocencic ofone 
an 


# 
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an other whereſocuer, Other v(cs, ſee chapter, 19.v.1z.and in 
the nintenth verſe ofthis chapter, 

For a friend, 5c. The bands of grace,are more ſure and firme, 

then thoſe of nature. 

When Dazids owne brethren who were like to riſe by his 
preferment, enuied, and maligned him, that faithfull /onathen 
who was to be debaſed thereby, claue conſtantly, and inſe 
rably vato him. Andto this purpoſe tenderch that promiſe of 
our Sauiourtothem, that for his ſake,and the Goſpells, ſhould 

Mars.10.29, beditſcucred from fleſhly brethren,or ſiſters,or fatheys,or mothers, 
30. that they ſhould be prouided of other Chriſtian friends in their 
places,which ſhould doe much more for them then cuer they 

would. For the fidelitic of godly fricnds,ſee chap. t 7.v.17. and 

the inſtabilitie ofcarnall kindred,willappeare in thenext chap- 


ter,Verle.7. 
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Verſc.1. Better i the peore that walketh in his vprightnes, then 
bee tbat pernerteth his wajes, and is a foole, 


] Erter « the peore ] more happic and comfor- 
table is the eſtate of him that is of little 
Berk and of (mall potſcſſions, and grea« 
ter reſpeRi is to be had of him , that walkerh 
in his »prightnes, indeuoureth conſtantlic to 
oY iuſt and godlic, in wordes and workes, 

22A FA © then hee that abuſeth his lippes , then the rich 
that i is giuen to ſpeake wickedlic, and # a focle, voide of grace, 
and godly wiſdome, and full of vice, and leaudnes. Thus ſtan- 
deththe oppoſition: better is the poorethat victh his congue 
aright,and walketh vprightlic,and ſo is wiſc,then the rich that 
abuſcth his tongue,and walketh corru ptly, and ſois a fool. 
@ They that be ſmall andgodlic, arc in better caſe then ſuch 
as be great and wicked, 

Pouertic is oftentimes found to be an ornament, and for 
great commendation, as it was to the worthic Smirnians in the 
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matter of great diſgrace, as befell that churliſh Vaba#, in the 
booke of Samuel. There were manic richer men then th6(e 
diſtretſedSaints,whom the Apoſtle ſpeaketh of in the Hebrwes, 
which wandred vp & downe un ſhzeps-shinnes, (5 goat r-thtuncs, being 
deſtitute afflifted, c- tormered,wandring ta the wild oyne([er Of moun- 
taines,and dennes,and cauesof theearth : how could any be muchi 
poorer ? and yetno worldling was ſo gond : for the Scripture 
teltifeth, that rhe wor/d was not worthie of them: ; 

Firſt, integritic and goodnes,doe (ofarre (urpatſcall carthlic 
polſeſſionsin worth and value, as that they are (carce fit to be 
named together in one day, by way of compariſon. 

Secondly ,the godlic by his graces, though neuer ſo mcane, 
is much more profitable to the places where hee conuerſeth, 
then the wicked, though neuer ſo mightic :. the one docth 
good,and either keepeth off curſes, or procureth the remouall 
of them:andthe other worketh miſchicfe,and draweth downe 
iudgementsvpon a people, and cauſeth a continuance thereof. 

Thirdlic, the condition of the perſons themicluzs is veric . 
vnequall, by our Sauioursowne ſentence ,eſpeciallic in regard 
of that which they ſhall inde for their cternall ſtate hereafter, 
Bleſſed be the poore ((aith hee) for yours is the kingdome of God : 
but woe be to you that are rich , for you haue receined your conſolati« 
on + Bleſſed are yee that hunzer now, for ye ſhalbe ſatisfied: but was be 
to you that are full, for ye ſhall hunger, Bleſſed are ye that weepe now, 
for ye ſhall laugh : but woe be to you that now laugh, for ye ſhall waile 
and weepe. 

Inſtruction tobe moſt prouident,in gaining that whichwill 
be moſt profitable to further our preferment, If vpright wal- 
king will giue vs a precedencic in the fightof God ,and hearts 
of good men,beforethem that abound in ſubſtauce,&!arc bars 
ren of ſanAification, it is labour beſt beſtowed, rather to treae 
ſure vp ſpirituall vertues, then to heape vp carnall commodis 
tics: rather to prouide forthe ſoule,as did poore Lazarus.then 
to pamper vpthe fleſh,as did the rich Epicure. Now the ſtate of 
the one is knowneto be bleiſed, when the time was,when he ſee- 
med very miſcrable: & now the caſe of the other is found to be 
fearfull, though once he was thought to be.molt fortunate. 

| Reproofe 
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Reproofe of them that deſpiſe the poore , becauſe they rec- 
kon them(ſo baſe and contemptible, and magnific therich, be- 
cauſe they eſteeme them {o excellent and honorable. So dealt 
they in the Apoſtles time , as Saint 7ames conuinceth them :; 
they gaueall entertainment to the wealthie, though they were 
perſecutors,and blaſphemers,by offcring deſpite tothe needy, 
chough they were Gods owne fonnes, and heyres of his king- 
dome, 

And it isan ordinarie thing in all queſtions and diſcour- 
ſes, andthat which the holic Ghoſt reprehendeth, that the 
w3/edome of the poore 3 deffiſed , and his wordes are not heard : but 
the ayings of the rich, how frivolous , and fooliſh , and falſe 
ſocuer they bee, are made authenticke : and their actions, 
(though neuecr {o vnlawtull ) doe carrric authoritic with them, 
are made warrantable, or neceflaric precedents , for imitation. 
Who may contradid, when the teſtimonic of your betters is 
alleadged forproofe ? who may diſlike, when the example of 
the belt is brought for practiſe ? And who are thele betters ? 
they that hauc more money , "and leile honeſtic then their 
neighbours. And who are theſe beft in the houſe, beſt inthe 
Towne, beſt inthe Countrey ? they that hauc the beſt liuings, 
though diucrsof them liuc moſt lcaudlic, 


Verſe 2. Botb the minde without knowledge is not good, and hee 
that haſteneth with bts feete ſinneth, 


E i Wo vices are here matched together, and reprooucd to- 
gether,as dangerous and hurtfull, wherof the one is cauſe 
-: of theother, whichare ignorance, and raſhnes. Concer- 
ning the former, it is faide, that nithour knowledge , where the 
ſound knowledge of Gods holic will is contemned, or neglec- 
ted, the minde i5 not good : the man is not good. Fora partis put 
for thewhole : whatſocucr ſhewes hee maketh of taithfulneſle 
within all is but decciucable ; his ſoulc ( as the originall Text 
hath it ) is deſtitute of goodnes,and then,what is there in him, 
or proccedeth from him , that may be called good 2 And hee 


th hy h. 
that haſteneth with his feete,ſinnet ths 


Dot. 1. 
DeF.:. 


Pres,15.':3, 
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The latter is deſcribed by a (imilitude,from him that ſhould 
headilic runne on blind-folded , and hood-wincked, in a peri- 
lous way,that he neither knoweth, nor cucr ſaw : as ſuch a one 
is in daunger to daſh againſt ſtumbling blockes, orto fall into 
quick-ſands, quagmires, mine-pittes, brookes, or ditches 2 So 
hce that vnaduiſedly , and without deliberation , attemptethy 
and exccuteth matters of moment, and importance,cannot a« 
uoyd crrours,and inconueniences,yca linnes & tranſgretilions, 
q An heartaltogether ignorant, is altogether corrupt and lin- 
tull. Sce Chap. g.verl. 10. Doh 2. 

q An1h: that haſineth,c+c.Whatlocucr israhly done,is ill done, 

Wee haue a prouerbe, That it is g00d to looke before one 
lcape, which holdeth cucrtruc in this caſe that wee now deale 
in : for manic arc ſoone plunged ouer head and cares, in miſc. 
ric, or faultinctle, through want of foreſight in their affaires, 
Eucn when good men would be ſuddaine in their words or afti- 
ons, andremitletoſceke or take direion, hauc bene found to 
ſwarue farre from the right way. And /o/pua, and the Elders, 
in accepting the talc of the Gibeontes : Els. in condemning 
H.mna of drunkennes : Daxid, in crediting Ziba , againſt Me- 
phiboſheth : and Teboſhaphar, in ioyning twiſe with the Kings of 
Iſrael. It was ſaide before in the fifteenth Chapter,that without 
counſel, thoughts come to naught : but inthe multitude of connſellers, 
there 1s ſteafaſtnes. 


Verle 3. Thefooliſhnes of a man,onerthroweth his way,and his 
beart fretteth againſt the Lord, 


T* fooliſimes of a man, ] the ſinfulnes and vngodly behavi- 
our of the wicked , oxerthroweth his way, drawcth croilcs 

and judgements vpon him ,& cauſeth him to hauc ill ſuc- 
celle,cs his heart fretteth ag ain? the Lord: though histongue do 
not openly blaſpheme,yct his heart doth ſecretly murmure a- 
gainſt God,as if hee were vniuſtly, the cauſe of his calamitics, 
Neither doth he this dircly alwaics,& imbittereth hin(clfe a- 
Sai nſt the perſon of the Lord,but ſcorneth at his hand,& accu- 
cth hisproceedings,vnderthe nameof chance,& il luck,& bad 
fortunc,&many times religion isexclaimed vpong& profellion 
quar« 
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quarrelled at, eſpzcially if religious profeſTours diſlike of his 
irreligious profanenes, do chriue and proſper, when he is pla- 
gued and puniſhed. 


q Eucry mans hurt, doth growe for his owne ſinne and folly, Do#Z.1, 


Sce chapter.11.3. 


q And his hurt or affliions often make many wicked men DeA.2. 


the worſe, That curſed Caine may be produced for an example 
hereof, who being conuicted of the Lord himlfeife of chat cru- 
ell and vanaturall murther,did no way ſubmit or humble him- 
felfe vnto him, nor craucd fauour at his hands, but onely cx- 


cepted againſt the ſcueritie of the ſentence, that hu puni/ament Genquty, 


was greater then he could beare, And whata wholeſome conclu- 
ſion made that impious miſcreant in the booke of kings, 
when in that extreame famincyhe ſaid : Behold,this cuill coin- 
meth of che Lord : ſhall I attend on the Lord any longer? And 
no better-isthe behauiour of thoſe Romitlh, Antichritian ido+ 
laters, whom the(ſpirit foretold of in the Reuclation of S. /»bn, 
that the Angel! pawring out his viall vyen the throne of the beaſt, and 
his kingdome waxing darke ; they gnawed their tongnes for ſorrowe, 
and blaſphemed the God of heauen for their paines, and for their ſores, 


and ri pented mt of therr warkes,to gine hins glorie. 


Firlt,the cffeAt of Gods (trokes is like to that of his word, and Reaſons. 


other ſacred ordinances: if grace be given with them,they are 1 
very profitableby his bleſſing, and helpe the heart: if they be 
ſeat without grace,they are very hurtfull by accident,and har- 
den the heart, 

Secondly, many are plagued in wrath, and with yvengance, 2 
their _ puniſhments being curſes, and forcrunners of 
their future deltruRion : and all that ſuch (utfer,is more perni- 
tious tothcir ſoules,then painefull ro their boJics: fur thereby 
they take occalio1to increaſe and haſten their etcrnall ſuffe- 
rings. 


In{truQion totake a contrarie courſe in all our troubles and 7: 


afflictions, namely, ts earch, an1 tris ony waies, ay we are exhor- 
tedin the Lameatations, a'1d to con. der how much leile we 
brare, then we haue deſerucd, and fo toiultifie Gols procee- 
dings,and condemne our ownc prouocations:to — 
F 3 im 


Plal.94- I2, 


Dot. 
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him tobe iuſt, and mercifull, and our (clues to be wicked, and 
vaworthic of mercie. This will repretlc our paſſions, and make 
vs more patient: this will take away diſcouragement, and con- 
firme our comfort : this will dire& our tongues to thankful- 
ncs, and preſcruc our hearts from bitternes. Butthen we mult 
intrcatthe Lord, that when he cha#s/eth vs, he milf teach viin his 
{awe: when he infliteth ſtripes and troubles vpon vs,outward- 
ly, he will infuſe hamilitic and wiſedome into vs inwardly: for 
he that reinaineth fooliſh, caunat vnderſtand why he is (mit- 
tc, nor how the ftrokes may be (taied: and he that continucth 
proud, will notcaſt downe himſelfe before the Lord to pacibe 
his diſpleaſure, 


Verſe, 4. Riches gather many friends, bat the poore «ſeparated 
from h!s ucighbonr. 


$2 gather many friends} wealth increaſed, increaſcth the 
1umber and heape of ſuch as pretend good will,and draw- 
cth daily new friends. The perſons of men doe not this, nor 
their graces, but their riches, They make many fetches, they 
hauc many geſtures, they vie many words, andall this while 
their hearts arc fixed on the goods, as flics(ecke where hoaie 
is, and mice and rattes will hauntan houſe where foode is to be 
gotten. So that their louc is tothe monie, or other ſubſtance, 
though they make ſemblance of good affeRion to the man. 
But th: poore is ſeparated from his neighbour, he that is needic or 
afflited,or indiſgrace,is forſaken of all his carnall fricnds,and 
companions, they cither turne from him, as a ſtranger, or a- 
gain(t him,as an encmie. 

Flcſhly men loue onely themſelues, vnder pretence of 
friendſhip to ethers. See chapter 14.20, 


Verſe.s. A falſe witneſſe ſhall not be vnpuniſhed, and a forger of 
lies ſhall not eſcape. 


A Falſe witnes] eitherhe that doeth wittingly milinforme 
the magiſtrate, orany other gouernour, or he that by ar” 
| | vniu 


vniult teſtimonie gocth about to confirme that which an o- 
ther hath vntruely ſuggeſted, Ga/ngr be wnpanifhed. bur plagued 
either ſooner or late, with ſome temporaric penaltic of thame 
and miſcrie in this world, or with cternall perdition of foule 
and'botic in the world-to come, 444 4 forger of lies, which viceh 
his tongu=tofalſ:hood,how artificially, an4 with what ſhewes, 
and colours ſocuer, though in private, />*//n:t e/cape, thall not 
bealwaics free from puniſhment, though by flatcering of hum - 
ſelfe, he'thinkerh the linne not dangerous : and though by 
meanesof his wit, and preſent proſperitic, he ſeemeth able to 
eſcruc himlclfe in ſafctic. 


 Howſocuer falſe witneiſes preuaile againſt others, they ſhall Dott.1, 


be ſurc to fpcedeill chemſclues. 

' The repetition of thisſentence in ſo many places, doeth 
clearcly teſtifie the veritie of it. The ſelfe ſame words with this 
our text, are in the ninth verſe of this chapter : and the ſame 
matterin more peremptorie words, is in the eight and twentith 
yerſe of the one and twentith chapter, where it is aide, that 4 
fille witnes ſhall periſh, 


Firſt;the liane that he commirteth is very greeuous,and the Reaſon. 


miſchiefe that he worketh is very noy(ome. He tranſgretſeth 
againſt God, whoſc juſtice he cauſeth to be preuerted : and of- 
fenderh again(t the iudge, whoſe (entence he caulerh to be-mil- 
placed : and treſpatleth again(t the innocent, whoſe. right he 
cauſeth to be taken from him: and fo he procureth-2 iuJge- 
ment vpon the ſtate ; and fo he is hurtfull co the (ocietic of 
mankinde, 

Secondly, the offendourthat is guiltic of this ſinne;is very 


odious to the Lord, being of the number of thoſe whom he Prou.s 16, 


bateth,and whom he faieth his ſoule abborreth. 
Thirdly, he requireththe magiſtrate to lay the ſame puniſh- 


ment vpon him, as hethoughtto haue brought vpoa his bra- Dew g.2r, 


ther. And that »9compaſſim be ſhewed vnto him, bur life for life, 
eye for eye.tooth for tooth hand far hand. foote for forte, 

Fourthly', though the magiſtrate due ſpare him, and 
no miſcrie come vpon him in this life, yet he himſelfe will not 


fparce him.hercafter, but ſetteth him. in the rancke of them Pral.es 4: . 


which 


Fe, 


Do.:. 
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which are to be excluded from euerlaſting life, 

Inſtruction to oppoſethe perill of talſe witnes-bearing to all 
che motiues whereby men are induced to beare falſe witnes, 
thatthey may bc of lefle force to preuaile. Art thoulolicited to 
pleaſure any great perſon by periurie,whole fauour may make 
for thy profitte, and whole anger may turne to thy hurt? Re- 
member that thou thereby diſpleaſelt the greateſt, cucn the 
God of heaucn, whoſe fauour would furely befor thy happi> 
nes, and whoſe anger will ccrtainely turne tothy deſtrution. 
Art chou per{waded to gratifica firend therewith,or moucd by 
the lame,to crolle thine enemie? Thinke how vnfricndly thou 
deale(t with thine owne ſoule, and what cnmitic thou ſhewelt 
to thy (elec for thy ruine. Doth monic,or other rewards, allure 
thee to lic,and toteſtifie that for truth,which thine owne heart 
knoweth to be vntrue ? Forget not thatthouart about to ſell 
thy (aluation for that mony, and to purchaſe perdition, and 
helliſh miſcrie with the ſame. And hacks what force there 
fhould be in theſe meditations, to detaine & keepe men backe 
from giuing out of falſe reports, or giuingin of falſe cuidence, 
ſo farrc ought they alſoto worke fearc, ſorrow, and godly con- 
trition in them that haue alrcadic faulted in this dangerous 
kind of falſchood. If repentance be not in them with ſpeed,to 
preuent this puniſhment, who knoweth how ſoone plagues 
will come vponthem to preuenttheir repentance, 

q Anda forger of lies,cc.] No liar can liuc inany good lafctic. 
Sce chapter.12.22. 


Verſc.6. Many ſue to the face of the prince, and enery man it 
friend to hims that gineth gifts, 


M Any ſue to the face f the prince} they ſeeke the fauour and 
countenance of them that be in authoritic, eſpecially if 
they be alſo wealthy, and bountifull. He ſpeaketh not here in 
the commendation of them, as being loyall in loue, for con- 
ſcience, but for the reprehenſion of them, as being ſubmitle in 
ſhewe,for commoditic, And every wan ws friend to him that gineth 
gift. He declarcth inthis latter claulc, the cauſe of that _ 
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he had affirmed inthe former, why ſo mic (ue to the f ice of the 

Prince, becauſe Princes haue moſt to beſtowe, and every man, c- 

uery carnall man for the moſt part i friend, would be thought 

a friend to him that gineth gifts, that hee might be vicdas a 

friend , and hauc gifts beſlowed vpon him. 

q Manic pretend much loyaltic to Princes and Potentates, Do#. 
which bearec little good will vato them. 

As it was ſaid alittle before,that riches gather many friendes : 
ſois it inſinuatcd here ,that power getteth manic ſubies, not 
which reucrence authoritic, or deſire the Princes honour, ſo 
much as they gape for their owne priuate gaine , or prefer- 
ment. Such as Saint /x#de docth liuelic deſcribe, ſaying , that Tude.s.rs, 
they defÞiſe gonernement, and ſbeake enill of them that are tn autho- 
ritie, and yet they 1ane mens perſons in admiration, becauſe of aduau- 
rage. 

- Firſt , (ome crouch, and bowe, and faine themſclues for- Rea{41, 
ward to yecldall (ubicfion, onely through feare, as wanting 
courage or power torelilt, Daxidwas ſo dealt with, and tooke 
good obſcruation thereof. As /oone as they heare( (aith hee,) Pl18.44-45 
they obey mee z, the ſtrangers aiſſemble with mee : the ſtrangers 
fhrinke,and feare in their prinie chambers, 

And ſo did Shemes, after that hee ſaw Ab/paloms rebellion a,Samagag, 
ſuppreiled. 

Secondlic,othersare veric officious, preſenting themſclues 2. 
to docall ſcruices , not becauſe they are ſo commaunded by 
God, but for that they areſo perſwaded by the hope of aduice- 
ment, as was the policic of Achitophel, all the time of Daxias 
proſperitic, before the rebellion of Ab/palomr. 

Thirdlic , divers creepe into the fauour of mightie men, in 2. 
meere malice againſt their aduerſarics, to be armed with their 

wer, for reuchging themſclues on them whome they ma- 

igne : As was the praQtiſe of Abner, when hee was fallen out »Sam-3, 
with 1/boſheth. 

InſtruQion for rulers, and men of authoritic,to be as waric py, 
in truſting , as flatterers are wilie in decciuing : and to bee as 
promptand wiſe to finde out their diſſimulations , as they are 
preſt and cunning to pretend faithfulnetſe : becauſe ſcarce anic 
G arc 


Prou, 19.19. 
K 18, 24. 
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arc euer found more perfidious and falſe, then they that ſceme 
to be moſt obſcquious and dutifull, None filche and ſtcale 
more : none murmure and whiſper more : none back-bite, 
and diſclole ſecrets more : none breake out at laſt into cla- 
mours,and traduce more: belides,their readineile to conſpire, 
and ioyne with their goucrnorus moſt mortall aduerſatics, a- 
gainſt them, 

Admonitions for inferiours,to propoſe an other end of obe- 
dience,to performe it in better mannerto the Prince,& others, 
whom God hath ſubic&ed them vnto: namely, more to ſeeke 
Gods fauour , then mans face; and rathertobe loyall in heart 
and deed, for conſcience, then counterfeit loyaltic in word and 
ſhewe, for commoditic, God hath ordained authoritic (o re- 
ucrently to be regarded and honoured, as that ſubies ſhould 
{criouſlic ſhewe themſclues lubicAs, and that with Adelitic,and 
not ſportingly play the ſubieRs,as though they ated a part on 
a (tage, in a vizard, with fraude,and hypocrilie, 


Verle 7. All the brethren of the pooye doe hate him : bow much 
more will his friends depart farre from him? Thouoh hee be tmſl ant in 
words, yet they will not, , 


Ll the brethren the whole kindred,cuen they which are v- 
Acnited with the necreſt bonds of nature z being yet carnall 
and vnnaturall, of the poore,of himthat isdecaycd in his c- 
ſtate,or in diſgrace with ſuperiours, though neuer ſo ynworthi- 
lic, dee hate hn, they loathe and de{piſe him. How much more 
will his friends d;part from him? Not they which were faithfullie 
affected to himat any time, and bare him good will in truth, 
( for a friend lonetb at all times, and a friend is neerer then a brother,) 
but ſuch his companions asdifſembled with him, making pro- 
feiſion and ſhew of loue in his proſperitic for their owne aduan- 
tage, theſe in his aducrſitic, gee farre from him, calt him off, and 
withdrawec themſclues from him,as being aſhamed of his com- 
panic,and vnwilling to take any notice of him , much moreto 
dealc in his cauſc,or toſupplic his wants. Thowgh hee be inſtant 
1 wordes, albcit hee hartilic intreate, and earneſtly ens 
enem 


Verſe$. PROVERBS, 41 


them for comfort, relicfc, and fauour, yer they willmer, they will 
not hearec any requeſt or complaint that hee maketh, they will 
not befriend them inanie matter of weight,wherein they may 
do him good. 

q Neither conſanguinitic, nor familiaritic, will make a fleſhlie 
friend firme to him that isin miſeric. 

Poucrtic andafflictions, do miniſter matter cnough of quar- 
rell and breach, though no wrong be offered , though no tault 
be committed. What was [obs trefpatlc,and wherewith was he 
to be charged, when his bretherenwere remoned from him, and his 
acquaintance were ſtrangers unto him ? when his neighbours did for- 
ſake him, and his familtars did forget him ? when they that dwelt in 
his howſe, and his maides tooke ham for a ſtranger 1 for he was a ſkran- 
ger mtheir ſoght ?- when hee called his [ernant, but he would not an- 

ſwere, though he prayed him with his mouth? when his breath was 

ſtrange vnto his wifc,thogh he praied her for the childres ſake of his 
owne bodie? And what was Dama offence, and the crime where- 
of ke mi ght be conuicted, when his lowers and his friends ſtood a« 
fide from his plague, and his kinſmen ſtood a farre off ? 

Fir(t,in their pride,they take it for a blemiſh to their blood, 
thataniec of their kindred ſhould be poore: and a reproach to 
them(ſclues, to be companions to men that are of baſe eſtate, 
and contemned : but let their kinſmen or friends be papiſts, 
and 1dolaters, ct them be (wearers, and blaſphemers,letthem 
be proude, cruell, oppreſlors, adulterers, rutfians, or otherwiſe 
as wicked as any Atheiſt can be,yet thele (taine not their ſtocks, 
nor ſhame their companie, none but the needic and defpiled, 
diſgrace their families and fellowes, 

Secondlie, intheir miſrablenes , they feare leaſt a burthen 
ſhould be layd vpon them,and they put to charges in relicuing 
their necellities, and therefore though they miniſter little or 
nothing vntothem , yet the dreade of expences doth as much 
diſquict them,as if great ſummes of money were extorted from 
them, Sce Chap. 14. 20, | 


Verſc 8. Hee that poſſeſſeth his heart, loneth his owne foule : he 
He 


keepeth mnderſtanding , to finde that which is good. 
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HE# that poſſeſſeth his heart, ] who hath his minde rightlic in- 


formed with knowledge and judgement,and orderlic mo- 

derateth his delires and atteRions, /oweth his owne ſoule, 
hath a due care of himſelfe, and victh dire meanes for his 
ſaluation,ſafctic, comfort,and welfare, For to lowe ones /oule in 
this place, is otherwiſe taken then in the Goſpell by Saint /ohn, 
chap. 12.2 5, where itis faide,that hee which loweth his ſoule, ſhatl 
loſe it,  n4 hee that hateth his ſoule in this world, ſhall keepe it 11 to e- 
ternall life. Tolexe the ſoule, thatis, to bedeſirous of retcining 
this naturall life,as rather to denie the truth of God,and forſake 
the golpell of Chri/,then to make profeſſion therof,and yeeld 
lincere obedicnce toit,with hazard and perill : and he hal /sſe 
his ſoule, that is, forfeit hisfaluation and happines, as hee that 
hateth his ſoule , which chuſeth to forgoe lite , rather then the 
ſcruices of God, and a good conlcience,hall keepe it wntoeternall 
life, be ſauedand gloritied for cuer. Hee keepeth wnderſtanding, 
not onely heareth good inſtructions, but lerioullic % EK. 
tothem,pondercth of them in his meditations, taicth them vp 
in his memoric,obſeructh them diligently inthe courle of his 
life,and retaineth them conſtantly till che time of his death, rs 
find that nhich is good,that is the end which he propoſcth to him. 
ſelf, & this is the ſucceile which he obtaineth,that Gods fauour 
ſhalbe confirmed vnto him,both by the bleſſings of this preſet 
life, and by a bletledeſtate, in that which is to come hereafter, 
C It is a prerogatiue peculiar to the wife and godlic, to be ow- 
ners of their owne hearts, 

Fooles and graceles perſons arc otherwiſe deſcribed , when 
they are layd to haze 4 price intheir band to get wiſedome, but they 
Licke an heart. Andtherefore alſo the Prophet likeneth them 
to Downes decerued, as being without an heart, Which ſayings arc 
not ſo meant, asif they wanted integrall partes , or reaſonable 
ſoules of men, but that they were deuoyd of grace & power,to 
vic & gouerne the ſame, as muchas the lillic bruitiſh creatures, 

Fir(t, Sathan rules and raignes in all the wicked, as a king, 
and worketh in their hearts as a God,hauing nole(le power o- 
uer their ſoules, till God by gracedeliuer them, then the Fow- 
ler hath of the byrd thatis taken inhisnet,which he may _ 

whithcr 


Ferſe.8 PROVERBS. 45 


whither he will, and deale with in what manner he liſt, witzout 2,Tim,2.26, 
any reliſtance. 

Secondly,luſt and paſſion claime a juriſdiction in them,and 2 
hold the ſame, and rigoroully exerciſe it to their greate(t 
dammage.They arc thereby conſtrained (but willingly,which 
is the molt tyrannous compullion) to delire nothing but that 
which will hurtthem, nor to diſtaſt any thing ſo much, as that 
which will doc them molt good: to be well pleaſed with that 
which prouoketh Godsanger againſt them,and farre offended 
with that which would procure his fauour vnto them : to be 
merrie, when there is greateſt cauſe of mourning ; and fo to 
mourne, asno ſound comfort ſhall follow after it. Now what 
can depolt thediucll from his regalitic, and what can reſtraine 
theſe luſts and pailions from their violence, butthe word of 
God, but the ſpirit of Gad, but the power of God, which arc 
cfteuall onely in them that arc wiſc and godly ? 

Confutation of that erronious and pernitious dofrine of Y7e.t. 
the papiſts, maintaining free will without grace, whereby they 
arrogate to themſelues, and yeeld to others, how much ſocuer 
inthralled to ſinne,an vaderſtanding in minde, to iudge of the 
right way to ſaluation, and a power of heart to chule it, and 
walke in it at their pleaſure, As though Sathans captiues had 
no manacles on their hands, nor bolts on their heeles, nei- 
ther were ſhut vp in priſon, nor doore locked vpon them, but 
enioyecd libertic, to be within,anJ4 without, in houle, in (treete, 
and in fizld, as they luſt, and to (ſtay asthey will, and depart 
when they will,and doe what they will. Ifrhis be (o,there is letle 
crueltie in the diuell, and (inne,then the Scriptures complaine 
of. If thisbe ſo, why may not wicked men fafcly preſume to 
ſpendall their daics in luſts, becauſe it is pleaſant to liuc in 
them, and yetleaue off at their latter end, becaule it is dange- 
rous to dic in them ? If this be ſo, whatneeded Chriſt to be at ſo 
great paines & charges, as tolay downe his life, and powre out 
his ſoule, to redeeme his people from their iniquities, when 
themſclues had will, wiſcdome,and power, to pronide for their 
indemnitic with letſe torment and trouble ? 

Inſtruioa to get wiſedome and pictic,that we may be wn, 
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ble of this prerogatiue, and obtaine this ineſtimable poſleſ- 
110n, without which, the hauing of houſes, lands, Lordſhippes, 
kingdomes, and worlds, (if there were many to be gotten) is 


nothing comparable, 


How great is his power, that can rule his owne minde when 
wrongs and iniurics be offered vnto him : that can poſleſle 
his ſoulc with patience, when troubles and afflitions be vpon 
im: that can mourne with godly ſorrow when there is cauſe 
of hcauines: that can reioyce with Chriſtian gladnes, when 
there is matter of comfort : that can ſubdue thoſe corruptions 
whereunto others arc in bondage: that can bring into Gods 
preſence the vprightnes of his heart, as well as the geſture of 
his body, atall holic excrciſes : that is made able to diſpoſe of 
his will, and affetions, according as the Lord his word, or 
workecs doe call ypon him to be affected ? But no man can at- 
caine to this freedome by his owne power, or by the might of 
any other creature : the word of God is that which mull put vs 
in polleſſion of it, if cucr we will obtaine the fruition of it, as he 
that did purchaſe it for vs doth teſtific in the Goſpell ſaying 
the truth ſhall make you free. Neither yet will the word of truth 
worke it,where the force of grace is wanting : for where the ſpirit 
ef the Lords, theres libertie, faith the Apoſtle. And what thea 
but bondage, and thraldome is to be found, or looked for, 
where the ſpirit dwelleth not? | 
« Loweth his owne ſoute, &c. Eucry godly wiſe man is a truce 
friend to himſelfe. 

The wicked arc full of corrupt falſe loue, carnally ſeeking 
onely their owne private aduantage,without reſpe of the be- 
nefite of their brethren, and yetloue not themſclues well, be- 
cauſe they doe the worke of hatred, in procuring of their 
owne hurt, and deale with themſelues in ſatisfying luſts ofthe 
fleſh, as fond parents doc in cockring theirchildren, and ex-+ 
cmpting them from the rod: but thoſe that are induced with 
grace and wiſedome, as they reſtraine their (cnſuall delires, 
lo they giue-a good teftimonie of their ſound loue to them- 
ſclucs by their prouident carc,both for their preſent and future 
felicitic, 

Arguments 
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Arguments for proofe he reof;are not farre to be ſought, our Rea/oxr, 
preſent text infoldeth many into two. Firſt, (hewing the way 
wherein cuery faithfull man walketh, it ſaith, he keeperhwiſe« 
dome,and wiſedome (according to the meaſure of it) will keepe 
him from headines,that he ſhall do= nothing rafhly, and from 
ouerlights, that he ſhall fee what 18 fit for cucry (caſon: and 
from ({lothfulnes, that he ſhall tot faile to make good vic of all 
fit opportunities offered, 

Secondly, it declareth the ſucceiſe wherewith he that kee- 

eth wiſcdome, meeteth : he fiadeth poodnes, and that will be 
hand ſufficient in timefor complcate and perfc& happines, 
reaching to the perſon,to his ſtate, his name,or whatſocuer ma- 
tcrially concerneth him forthe preſent, or perpetually hercaf- 
ter. Forhe enioyeth God, the abſolute & ſoucraigne good, the 
author and full fountaine of all goodnes, and can any good 
thing then be detained from him ?He cannot be friendles : for 
the Lord whoſe fauour is more worth then all mens, doeth en- 
tirely loue him, He cannot be contemptible : for the God of 
of glorie docth dignific him with the honour of adoption, He 
cannot be hurt with violence or perill, for he ſitteth alwaies in 
the tap,and is borne inthe armes of his omnipotent father. He 
cannot periſh with wants or penury:for the owner of all things 
vndercaketh the feeding and finding of him : His bodie ſhall be 
ſatisfied with all needfull prouiſion : his heart ſhalbe repleni- 
ſhed with all ſorts of graces ; and his conſciencerefreſhed with 
all kinds of comforts, Whiles he liueth, he ſhall be happic on 
carth,and when he dicth,he ſhalbe bleiſe4in heanen,and at the 
relurreion he ſhall be glorious inthe preſence of leſus Chriſt, 
and of his Angels,and people, and ſo from henceforth and for 
cucr. 

Confutation ofthat blaſphemous ſlaunder, which is raiſed Fe. 
vp, and ſodigencrally divulged, againſt this heaucnly wiſe- 
dome, thistrue pictic and godlines, that men imbracing the 
fſame,mult needs become theirowne fors,totheruine of them-- 
ſclucs. They take it for an vndeniall maxime, that whoſocuer 
deuoteth himnſelfe to any (tric courſe of religion,ſhall neceſlas 
rily alicnate his friends, and impaire his credit, and n—_ 

is 
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his ſub (tance,and macerate his bo4ic, & excruciate his minde, 
and craze his braines,as though Gods ſcruice were nothing elſe 
butan exquiſite tyrannie, and vnworthy for any thatregardeth 
his owne good, to deale with. But from whom procced theſe 
inuctiucs,and calumniations? Euen from Sathans bondmen, 
and priſoners, which ncuer cnioyed the benefite of libertic : 
which haue bene blind from their birth, and without light all 
their lifc,and neuer knew the pleaſure of ſeeing, Pittic their mi- 
ſcric: for the diſtemper of their ſoules cauſeth them thus to 
rauc,but credit not their reports: for there is nothing but falle- 
hood in their ſayings. Ob. But the beſt men have commonly 
moſt afflitions. Anſw. And fo they haue alſo the greatclt 
comforts : None ſuſtaine ſo great moleſtations and lofſes,and 
none recciue (o great a reward, and recompence, Nonearcſo 
much vilified with the tongues of molt men, and none arelo 
much honoured in the conſciences of all men, 


Verſe.g. Afalſewitneſſe |. ul not be unpuniſhed: and he that ſpea- 
keth lies ſhall periſh. 


Hisis the ſame both in words and ſenſe with the fift verſe 
of this chapter,ſauing that there was ſaid,the {ir ſhall not ef= 
cape, and here he ſhall periſh: (othat it is not onely a repeti- 
tion,buta bricfc expoſition of that,concluding, that as he ſhall 


' beſurely puniſhed, ſo he ſhall be ſorely plagued, cuen with no 


lighter ſtrokes, then deſtruQtion itſelfe, which no gaine or ad- 
uantage can beable tocounteruaile. 


Verſc.1o. Pleaſure is not comely for afoole : much leſſe for a ſer= 
want to hae rule oner Princes, 


PE: the affetions of ioy and delight, the meancs 
whereby they are wrought, and the obic&s whereon they 

arc ſctled, as abundance of wealth, delicious fare, gorgeous 
apparcll,ſumpruous houſes,coſtly furniturc,plcaſant paſtimes, 
or whatſocucr is of like nature, i not comely for afoole, is not fit 
for him that is deſtitute of grace, and good vnderſtanding to 


hauc, as neither making for his honour, nor profit indeed, 
| though 
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though highlie promoting both in appearance. Hee will per- 
yere them, and annoy other men by them,and they will indan- 
ger him, and bring much harme and miſchicfe to him. Afuch 
L-(ſe for a [ernan to rul- over Princes, By ernant, hes meancth 
ſuch manner of perſons as hee called fooles in the former 
clauſe ; namely, men inthralled to their luits, and vnlawtull 
delires : and by Princes, are vnderſtood the godlic, who are 
dignified with a ſpirituall aduancement : fo that he proceedeth 
incxtenuating the condition of (infull men, and ſheweth their 
vnworthineſle by way of gradation, that all ſorts of delireable 
thinges arc too good for them,and much more authoritic and 
poer oucr others, but moſt of all (upcrioritic, with iuriſdicti- 
00 ouer the righteous, 

@ The libertic of Jelights, and comfortable proſperitic doth 
nothing belong to the wicked. 

When ye [ce vngodlic and impious people waxing iocund, 
and mcrric, and their (tate appearing proſperous & fortunate, 
what clſc doe you beholde, but the plants of wilde comfort, 
hearing lcaucs like to that which (pringeth fromgrace, but it 
wanteth the nature and vertue thereof. Or at beſt , it is but 
as corne growing vpon the toppe of the houſe, which no wiſe 
man will reckon among his commodities, nor account an or« 
namentto the place where it groweth: it was neucr ſowen by 
the hand of the Scedes-man , nor cuer will be reapt by the lic- 
kle of the Harveſt-man. 

Thatrich glutton of whome Chri/? ſpeaketh in the Goſpell, 
had hiscſtate cmbroidered,& garniſhed with all the ornaments 
of proſpcritic,both for goods,good cheare,fine cloathing, and 
all pleaſures that might ſcrue for his contentment, if a ſenſuall 
Epicure could poſſibly be contented, bur it fat not handſomely 
on the fooles back, nor was decent for ſuch a miſhapen caitiffe, 
and therefore hee was exceedingly disfigured thereby, and no- 
thing beautificd , and his vglcſome deformitic remaineth in 
the viewe and light of all ſucceeding polterities. 

Fir, they hauc norighe to comfort , becaule they are not 
in Chriſt, nor roote of comfort , becauſe the [ſpirit of God is 
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Sccondly, pleaſures and proſperitic will make them proude 
and high minded, ſenſcleile, and har-hzarted, herce, violent, 


and licentious, more then the vareaſonable creatures. 


Thirdlic , their owne miſerable caſe, and Gods righteous 
Lawe, doc call them from (olace and mirth , to ſorrowe and 
Jac. 49. & 54+ mourning , that they may be humbled ,and pardoned, if they 
be Gods cholcn ; or becauſe they are to be damned and de- 


ſtroyed,it they bereprobates. 


Inſtruction, that in all our plentie, promotions, diſports, 
anddclights whatſocycr, wee conlider as well what wce be, as 
what wee haue,and whether ourrepalts are aſwell warranted to 


v$,as our deſires arccarried tothem, 


But how ſhall L know that I may be merry and cheerfull,that 
comfortand gladnes belongro mee? When thou findelt fal- 
uation ce —_ tothce by the remiſſion of thy ſinnes , and 

racc ,andinceritie ,dwelling within thzez Beg/ad yee rignte= 
A oo (faith the Prophet ) and reiogee #n the Lord ond beioyfoll oh 
yee that are vpright 14 heart. Retoyce in the Lord, o yee righteous : 
for it becommeth vpright men to be thankefull. But as for them that 
be impious, vnrighteous, or hypocriticall diſſemblers , let 
them weepe and lainent for their ſinnes, and the daunger of 
their ſoules : for thatis the molt ſeemclie exerciſe which 
they can performe, Aud if they will not addi themſclues 
vnto it voluntarilic , they will (intime) be driven vnto it by 
compuliion, Either theymuſtturne the'r ]1.t zhter inte mour- 
Ding , or God will make them to mourne 707 racir laughter. 
Their mirth and ioy is but momentanic, & for a (hart ſcaſon; 
and better it is neucr to be glad, then not to reteine matter 
of gladnes for cuer. For that cauſe among others , Salomon 
doth ſo baſclyeſteeme of tae ioy and iollitic of vaine perſons, 
ſayin g, Better it zs to heare the rebuke of a wiſe man , thin that 4 
man ſhould keare the ſong of fooles, For like the noyſe, of tharnes 
wnaer the pot, ſous the laughter of thefoole : this isalſovanitie. © 
Reproofe of them that being leaſt wiſe and vertuous, are 
moſt greedilic giuen to (atisfic their delires and appetites, 
though being ſometimes(olicited,they can never yet be fullie 


ſatisfied. 


Some 
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Some ſeeke their commodities ſo greedilie, as though the 
world were made for nuthing ele, buc to be their poileſſion ; 
others are climing (o faſt , and labouring ſo carneltly to growe 
great, that if itwere poſſible, they would mount vp tothe hea» 
uens , and touch the skies with their forcheads, burthey flic 
with the wings of earthly pride, vearather of helliſh ambition. 

An other (vort pirſuc their pleaſures and delights ſovncel- 
ſantly,as if they were created for no other vie, bur toſcrue their 
recre ations ( for (o they woul:l haue their maiſters called , al- 
though improperlic) as hawking , hu:ting, q :atting, ſcoffing, 
dauncing,dvcing,carding, bowling, and all manner of vnfruit- 
full excrciſcs, which are manie mor» then wee cat: recount, yet 
not one aboue tic number of them for which they ſhalbe pla» 

ved. Th-ir hearts arc oppreiſcd with the louz of linfull des 
Nahrs , which take authoritic vpon thein , and ſhewe tyrannie 
to their loules, 

" The caſe ſtan\leth with th:m for voluptuouſnes and plea- 
fares, as it doth with drunkards, and ſuch as haue the droplic, 
for winc and (trong dri..ke : they thirſt continuallic after that 
which turneth to the hine of their braines, a24 whole bo\lies 3 
nothing is ſo welcome vitorhiem, as that which is molt hurt- 
full for them. Who vſe to keſtowe ſo much time in theſe 
idle aAions, as they which hane time little cnough to bewaile 
their abhominable waves whercin they have walked , though 
manic more yeares ſhould be added to their liues , then they 
hauc anic graunt of ? 

q Sernants, cc, Alllinners arc bond-men , and cucric good 
man is a Prince, 

No promotion can manumitle the former fort,or bring any 
freedome to them: for hee caileth them ſcruants (ti]1, though 
they he commanders : and no depreſſion can deb aſc the other, 
or take away theirdignitic from them 2 for he (lileth chem (til 
by the name of Princes,though ſubiero ſceruants, 

And this ſame writer Salomn , by the inſtinRt of the ſme 
holic ſpirit , docth in an other hooke f» cſteeme and ſpeake 
cf citherpart, as heercin this Textz Yo/tre, ((aith hee )t) at 
is , vicious perſons whome finne hath icfatuated, # /et m great 
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exceencie, and the rich. ( nor Al-»ving with carthlie polleſſions, 
but {tore with heauenl'e graces,) 1» /+r 111/20 [owe place, I hane 
ſeene ſeruants 0u harſ.s , and Princes walking us ſeruants en the 
round. 
: F:;ri?, tne vngodlic have (1anc totheir mailter , as our Saui- 
ourtell icth, laying, Who nc commuteth ſinre , that is, liucth 
impenitentl:c inthe praiſe thereof, « rhe /err.mt of ſome, And 
$zint P 7:- aſſigneiha caulc of thisſcruitulle , in that they are 
oucrcome of corruption ; and of where ſorner 4 man ts oner- 
C0.4* , een Unlo the ſame is kein bon4. 70. Now Sathan alſo CXET» 
ciſcth dominion where {inne raigneth : for one of thera is ſub« 
ordinate to the other, and hell and damnation challenge a 
rightin the (1:4es« f {1-1ne, ani Sathangtoowne them preſent- 
lie, and toſcize vpon them in time to come, by the __ of 
death , and to hold them inthralled from thenceforth for cuer, 

Secondlie, the godlicare Princes by birth, both by their fa- 
thers (ide , forthey are begotten of God, who is the greateſt 
King; and by their mothers (ide : for they arc burne of the 
Church,who isthenobleſt Queene, and rowhom is a promiſe 
made forthe glorious cllarc of herifſue, /»fteede of thy fathers 
( faith the Lord tc her) ſhall thy children bee : rhow ſhalt mike 
them Princes throngh ali the earth. And as their parentage 1s ho« 
norahlc,ſo is their patrimony and poſſeſſions ample,and large, 
they being heres with God, and heires amncx2d with Chriſt, the 
Lord, and hcirc of all creatures. ( 

Wee neede not to diſcourſe of their princelie valure in ex- 
ploits,and viRories,in conquetts,and tryumphs. They tubdue 
the corruption3 of their owne hearts,they ru/e rheir owne mindes, 
which is a greater matter then the winning of a Citic, They 0+ 
wer come the world by Faith, as S. [ohn declarcti) : the diuell is 0+ 
ucrthrowne and vanquiſhed by them, lo puitant and valorous 
arc they by his power,that worketh all,inall chings forthem, 

InftruRion, that wee preferre riot the worſt with covtempe 
of the beſt, in regard of outward prerogatiues, As it is not 
mcant that bad ſuperiours ſhould be abridged of their prece- 
dencic,& other ciuil preheminences,becauſe they are not god- 
lic: ſo it is not mectethat good inferiours ſhould as” 
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of good atf:ion, reuerent eſtimation, and friendly vſage, be- 
cauſc they are not wealthy. Beware that thou approouc not of 
the wicked mans beh .uiour, nor ad:nirc his prolpcrouscllate, 
ſicheace his condition is(ofcruile and conemprtible; and take 
heede that thou deſpiſe not thepoore that is godly, nor con» 
demne cither the caſe that he itan.leth in, or the waics that he 
walketh in, foraſmuch as his dignitic is ſo great and glorious, 
Wholocu:rrepeſeth his owne happines in heauen, and not in 
earth, and priccth Gods loue to himſeltc abouc the pompe or 
riches of this life, will alſo giue moit preferment in his heart, 
to othcrs that (hewe theraſclucs to be citiz2ns of heauen, and 
whom th: Lord hath choſen to be rich infith, and hzires of the king- Tam.z,y, 
dome which he promiſed to thems that loue him : none but fellow-ſcr- 
uants,and ſuch asare baſe borne, will honour the drulges and 
ſcruants of finne, abouc the ſonnes and children of God. 
Which may well ſcruc alſo to them that feare G.-d, for a mo- 
tiuc to paticnce in their tribulations andayuerlicic, (ecing that 
all the crolles which Chriſtians doe bearc, are nothing elſe 
but as it were the murthering of young noble men in their 
childhood, thatchey may be fitted for gloric and excellencie, 
when they ſhall come to their riperage hereafter. 

Omer princes,cc, Euill rulers ncucr abuſe their authoritic ſo Def.z, 
much,as when the godly fall intotheir hands. 

It followeth beneath in an other chapter, that when the wic- 
hedriſe vp, that is, flouriſh and beare ſway, men hide themſelues, 
What men are they which arc driuen into that diltreile? The 
next clauſe ſheweth by conſequent, ſaying, When they peri/h,the Pron,xbab, 
righteous iereaſe, And was not this to be cleercly ſcene in 
Pharaves tyrannie, and the Egrptianscrucltic againſt the poore 
Ifraclites ? And was it notas cuidentin the violence of the Rabs- 
lonians againit the [ewes, when they defiled the women in Zion,aud 
the maides in the citics of Indah ? When the Princes were hanged by Lam. 5; 
their hands,and the faces of the Elders were not had m honour ? when 
they rooke the young men to grinde, and the children fell under the 
wood, as the Prophet in the name ofthe church complaineth 2 
And we may ſparc and palle by that inſolent, proud, and high 


minded Hawevr, and his bloudic delignement, who (as he 
H 3 thought) 
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Heſtz.rz. thought) havingtheliues of all Gods people at his diſpoſing, 


was reſo; ute to ſpare none, but veterly to roore ont, hill,and deſtroy 
eMery ene,boty young, and old, children, and Women 1 one day ,and fo 
fporle them as aprey, 

Fir!t, they beare an implacable hatred again? them, and e- 
ucr hauc done lince the rettitution of our firlt parents, at what 
Gn z.15- timethe Lord himſelfe put enmitie berweene the (cede of the wo- 

2:48,a1d the "cede of the ſerpent, Now when enemies are rulcrs, 
and bearesare ſhepheards, what equitie, or ſafetic may of the 
flocke be expected? 

2 Sccondly,they enuy the felicitic & good eſtate of the rightc« 
ous(for their ſoules arc not altogether ignorit,that indeed they 
be deare to God their father, and before him are their betters) 
yea & their colciences ſtand in dread of his image,which ſhew 
cth it ſclfe,and (hineth forth in their liues, aud chat their pietie 
and vertuous behaviour dota winne them much credit with 
wilc men, & therefore theyd-ale moſt malicioully with them. : 

Thirdly, they haue for the moſt purt all incouragements to 
lay loads and burdens vpon their backes : wicked men oppreſ- 
ſed,will as farre as they can,both retift, and revenge, and many 
others will murmure and clamour at the wrongs that are offc- 
red vnto them, whereas the godly ore patient, and readie to 
beare indignitics, and euery onealmoſt will be readie to ani- 
mate and applaudthoſe that vexc and moleſt chem, 

Inſtrution to all goucrrours, both domeſticall and pub- 
e, like, together with Landlords, to finde out, and diſcoucr to 

them{clues their owne eſtates, by the exerciſe of their goucrn» 
ment. Aretha greateſt fa:1ours beſtowed on them that giue 
greateſt teſtimonic of the feare of God,and appeare to be mot 
faithfull 2 Dos they reſ-rus their kindnes for thoſe that walter in 
a p:rfe ft way.as Damaddid his,and bend their diſpleaſure againſt 
[linderrys. them tht hane proud lobes. deceitfull perſons, and tellers 
of lies ? If this their courſe be conſtantly held, and without par- 
tialitic, why may it not be [aide that they doe wiſely un 4 perfett 
way : that they n - lhe in the vprightnes of thery hearts, in the miſt of 
their houſes, or dominions ? But if they ſmile vpon the wicked, 
and grace them with their beſt lookes, and frowne vpon the 

righteous, 
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rightcous, and browe beate them with a diſdainefull counte- 
nance: it they can calily palle by the foule faults of blaſphe- 
mers, ruthans, quaffers, quarrellers,gameſters,picke-thankes, 
and whoremailtcrs, and lo bitterly aggrauate, and cenſurethe ' 
ſmaller infirmities of ſuch as otherwiſe are vertuous, and ho- 
- neſt, (who peraduenture,ifthey had equall hearing, ſuch as /o6 
afforded tothe meaneſt 1n his houſe, would preue themlielues 
nat to be culpablcat all,butto hauc performed ſome good du- 
tic) then their waics tell them that their hearts be corrupt, and 
by (trengthning the hands of linners, they [ewe their loue to 
finne, and by their rigour again(t the godly, «they bewray and 
manife(tcheir owne vngodlines, 

Furchermore,lince the proceedings of godletſe gouernours 
arc ſo vaiuſt and cruell again(t-the people of God, it ſhould , 
make vs the more (eruiceableto him, in alt religious obediece 
to his lawcs, and loyall to his Licftenant our Soucraigne the 
kings maicltic,whom he hath ſec oucr vs,that he may preſcrue 
vs from the hands of our morrall aducrſaries the papilts.It was 
an hcauic (troke vpon Teru/alem 2nd [ndah, to be deliuered, 
though aſhortrime, into the hands of $5:444 the king of E- 
gipe, that being ſcruants to him, they might knowe the diffe» - 
rence betweene the ſcruice of the Lord, and of the heathen s, Chron,cut 
princes: and will itbe an caitc burden for vs tovberre the intol- 
lcrable yoke of that Romith Antichriſt,tobe made the (cruants 
ofthat ſcruant of ſcruants,whoexalteth himſclte ſo proudly,lo 
abouc xings, and the greateſt potentates 2 May we thinke, that 
that. mankind bealt (who hath ſo long time liucd by blood, by 
the blood of the (oules of-chem thatſuvieR cheinſelues to his 
lawes, and the blood of the bodies of then that reſilt him) 
would intreate vs wich as great mildnes, as Sh/@:k did Rehobo- 
an,and his people? Nay,as Zenacherth would haue done Hezce 
&iab,and his people ? Nebuchadn:ztar with his 3.:151/ontans, was 
farre morefauoucable to [ww/al-ns, then the pope with his Ro» 
maniits, would be to England, if his power * 9.07 him againſt 
the King, aid his faithfullſubicts. Forncuer any Amalakite 
was more inte{bious, and full of invetcrate rancour againlt [4- 
cob; polteritie,, then the popilh idolaters are agaiaſt choſe that 
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arc truely religious, 


Verſe.11. ThewnderFanding of a man gwoiteth 111% [lor tonrath, 
«nd it is his glory to paſſe by an pb 


Te wnder Fanding of 4 mar] the heaven!; wiſcdome of 
God,which isinth< winde of a regenerate perſon, accor- 
dingto the meaſure thereof, withholdeth him from raſh 
and vnaduiſed anger, but not from all anger : for then it ſhould 
depriue him of ſome vertue, and diſable him from the perfor- 
manceof many ductics, As the diltempercd paſtions of wrath 
be workes of the fleſh, and carcfully to be auoyded, (oarc the 
well goucrned affections of anger fruites of the ſpirit, and ſca- 
ſonably to be excrciſed, Hethat is oucrcarried with rage and 
choller, docth want thoſe loucly graces of meckenes,and pati- 
ence:and he that is neucr {tirred to airy diſpleaſure, is potleiled 
with flupiditic, and deſtitute of zeale, aud Chriſtian feeling, 
Now to ſhuane theſe vicious extreames on both liJes, and ob- 
ſeruc the laudable mediocricie betweene them, theſe rules may 
dircQvs. Firſt, that all our anger be onely for tinne,and ſowe 
ſhall beſt put in practiſe the Apoltles precept, to be angry and 
ſome not. Then ſhall we not beteaſtic with them that be inno- 
cent, becauſe we are incenſed by them that arc faultic :chen 
ſhall we neuer like fumith Balaars tall out with beaſts,& vnrea- 
ſonable creatures, much leilc be imbittered againſt chings that 
arc ſcnſcleile. Secondly,that our anger be meaſurably propor- 
tioned to the meaſure of the offenceggreateſt indignation muſt 
be conceiucd againſt the greateſt tranſgreſſions, though they 
bring notto vs ſo great annoyances : and ſmaller faults ſhould 
letle diſpleaſe vs, though in priuate reſpeRts they ſceme to be 
more for our dainmage : for cucry part ought rathcr to be ten- 
derly affetcd at Gods diſhonour, then his owne detriment. 
Thridly, that it be not oucrlong continued, and exccfhue in 
time, but boundcd within the limits ofa day at the furtheſt : 
the Lord would not haue wrath protrafted till night, nor the 
ſme to goe downe vpon it, Fourthly, thatthe crimes of our fa- 


miliars, beacfaRors, kinsfolke, and deareſt friends, doc make 
Ve 


vs moreangrie then theirs thatare not ſo neerly vnited to vs: 
thatwe take to heart the (inne of our child, more then of a bro- 
ther : andof a yoke-fcllow , more then of a childe : and our 
owne, morethen a yoke-fellow, childe, brother,ar of anic, or 
all others, 

Fiftlic , that the ire and wrath againſt the ſinnes of our 
neighbours, drawe not our (clues into anic (infull behaviour 
again(t God,asto be fierce & violent in reuengement,to raile, 
to reuile, ro yomite out blaſphemics, or imprecations,&c. 

La(ty, that it hinder vs not fron, but further vs to the per- 
formance of all good (cruices, cſpeciallic in the behalfe of the 
partics delinquent , as to admonilh them , pray for them ,and 
giue them direFfion for reformation of their tranſgreffions. 
And it ts his gloric, it winneth him honour and prailc, and that 
worthilic , to paſſe by an offence , to winke at ſmaller infirmi- 
tics, and to remit greater wrongs , yetnot ſo, as to be ſilent at 
Gods diſhonour,with the perill of the ſoule of the ſinner,or at 
the grieuances which arc offered to himſclfe from then : one- 
liethe forbearance of reuenge, and not of iuſt reproofe, or of 
duc correion,is commended, , 

Thus thou ſceſt both the roote, and the fruite,the cauſe and 
effc& of lenitic and mildnes declared inthis ſentence, 

It maketh much for a mans credit tobe gentle and peace» 
able, [oeph hath gained to himſelfe an immorrtall,and perpetu- 
all praiſe, as is well knowne to all, by his facilitic and readines 
toremit the enuic and wronges of his brethren againſt him, 
ſhewing ſo much mercicand kindnetle to them for their pre. 

ſcruation, which praiſed ſo much malice and crucltic againſt 
him for his deſtruftion. 

And how memorable is that meekneiſe of David, whobe- 
ing moſt vaworthilie, deſpitefullic , and contumcliouſlic re- 

roched , andrailed vpon, by that rebellious Shemes, did yet 
arc it ſo patientlie for the preſent , and refrained himſclfe 
from reuenging of it afterwardes , all the time that he liucd? 

And whereas Feftus by tuinting Paw/(o opprobrioullic,and 
charging him with madacs before king Agr»ppa. and the whole 

allcmblic, choughe to hauc brought him to contempt , = 
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ſeeth notthat Paw! by palling by the indignitie, without indig- 
nation, hath graced himſelfe before the companie that then 
heard him,andall others, whicheuer ſince have heard of him? 
See Chapt. 12. ver(.16, 


Verſe 12. The wrath of the kang , ts like the roaring of a Lyon: but 
hu fanonr is as the deawe vponthe graſſe, 


T He wrath of the king]the indignation of a Prince,or mighty 
potentate,hauing authority & power,incenſed(not againſt 
the innocent andrightcous,but ſuch as were Aichazahb, or 
Ehlygah,vhom Achab ſtormed at,but killed nct,or thogh he had 
killed them, yet he could not haue hurt them, but himſelfe ra- 
ther,as /oabdid, by (laying of Zachary, & ſending himthe ſoo« 
ner to hcauen) but againſt malefactoxs, rebells , traytors, con- 
temptuous perſons, and tranſgretlors of his wholeſome lawes, 
or anie whom God ſhall put intothe magiſtrates hand, as men 
of death, for violating his commandements, i /ike the rearing 
of a Lyon,which hath more courageand ſtrength, both to roare 
more hideouſlic, & to teare more cruelly : For it isnot vnder- 
ſtood of them that be takenzand ſhut vp like captiues in holes, 
whom we may hcarc,and lookevypon through grates,and (tand 
ncerc too without peril, but of ſuch as meete with a prey,cither 
of man or beaſts, in the forreſts,or open fields,oranie where in 
their owne walkes. But his fawony, hisloue, & countenance, E- 
ſpecially towards worthic men,s /ibe the deaw wpon the graſſe,ve+ 
ric comfortable or profitable tothem , reioycing their hearts, 
aduancing their ſtates, preſeruing , and proteRing them from 
wrongs,as the deaw,or mild fhewres,do refreſh the ficlds, caule 
gralle to growc,and preſerue the ſame,that the (corching heate 
of the Sunne dricit not vp, and caule it to wither, 
@ lt is cxpedient for men tobe good ſubics, cucn for feare, 
or hope of the princes affeions, 

The Apoſtles, both Paul and Peter, lay aſure foundation for 
loyaltic to be built vpon, and grounditin the conſcience of 
Chriftians,that for the Lords /ake,they ſhuld be ſubieto autho- 
ritic:but if anic be ſo impious,anddeuoydeofreligion,thatthe 
ordinance of God be of no force with him, yet good ten 
might 


Verſe.ts; -PROVERBSY, 


.* . * s y 
might make him afraide toexpoſe himlelfe tothe dif) lealure, 
and (cueritic of the Magiſtrate ,and to-induce him to beeke the 
benefite of his benignitic and fauour, See chap.16, v.14 15. 


Verl.1 3, A fooliſh ſonne ts the calamitie of his father and the con- 
Fentions of 4 wife, are like a contiuuall dropping. 


y þ Wo of the greateſt aflitions which befall the gouernors 
in chcir families,are declarcd in this ſentence, The former 
is « fool1/h ſonne, a linfull,ynhappic child,after what ſort ſ0- 
uer his Icaudnes breaketh out, whether by contumacie,& ſtub- 
bornnes,when he ſhall contemne his parents,and deſpiſerheir 
precepts,or by riot,8& vnthriftines,when he ſhall be,as it were a 
Iph to ſwallow vp all his fathers labors,& thoſe things which 
he hath bene(ſo carefull ro prouide,or by any other mcans ſhall 
bring ſhame and deſtruction vpon himſelfe,who i che calamity 
of hi father, the worker of his woc,and cauſe of ſorrow,for the 
looſencs of his life,and atthe (ight,or forclighe(by all probabi- 
litic & likelihood)of the miſery of his death, The other is a con- 
tentious wife, whole brawlings offend the carcs,& vexe the hart, 
and ſometimes demoliſh the (tate of her husband, & therefore 
arc compared to acontywall dropping : they arc as irkelome,and 
hurtfull, as for raine to pierce through cucric part of the roofe, 
into all roomeeof the houke, falling oa the plancks, and walls, 
and ſtuffe,and heads of them that are doing their worke, or (it« 
ting attheir mcate,or lying in their beds, which muſtnceds be 
both tedious, and noyſome;to ruinatethe building,& rotte the 
goods,and molcſt the inhabitants,how this reſembleth an vn- 
quictwoman, and what miſchicfe proceedeth from a wicked 
wife,we haue familiarlic ſhewed, Chap. 22. veil 4. 
q The molt delectable commodities of this life , turne manie 
times to be very offenſiue. | 
To palle bythe ſpecialls hecre ſpecified, ( lithence wife 
and children ) are well knowne to be defircable , ( if good) 
and much deſired, in hope that they will be good, and yet 


_—_ often to bee (o burthenous 1, as our Text doeth te-. 


ifie, ) wewillexemplific the point in other things which the 
world hath in great admiration. As ſtrength is greatly _ 
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medof, and who would not gladlic enioyit ? and yet it were 
better phrenticke perſons,and madde men to be without it, as * 
that poore pollciled perſon felt, which plucked his chaines aſu- 
der, and brake hu fetters inpieces, and ſtrooke himſclfe with ſton-s. 

The greater part of mankinde doth thirſt for golde and (il. 
uer, and money, it isthecarthen God,almoſt of all the inhabi- 
tants of the carth , eucry worldling doth adore , and worſhip it, 
and yet Exz:chiel ſpeaketh of a time when they ſhall caſt their fil- 
wer in the [i reetes,and their golde farre from them,being oppreiled 
with fcare and terror. 

It is not very 4c lightfull and pleaſant,cuen a matter of con- 
tentm-nt to molt mens appetites, to ſit at full cuppes of wine 
and (trong drinke,with varictic,and abundance of delicious di- 
ſhes,and ſuch companionsas they beſt like of ? And yertthinke 
how B:1hizzar that curſed king of Babe/, could rclliſh all his 
delicatcs , when he ſaw the hand writing his ruine and deſtinic 
vponthe wall : when the interpretation of it was tolde him : 
when hee beheld the enemie ruſhing into the houſe with a na- 
ked ſword in his hand, to ſlay him, And then his pompe, and” 
then his power, andehen his dignitic , hislarge dominions, 
andamplepolſcſlions , thoughall of them wereſuch as were 
admircd of all,could yet bring nocomfortat all vato him. 

Firſt , diſappointment is a torment vntothem , when they 
faile of thatfelicitic , which their delights ſeemed to be great 
with , and rcadic to bring forth into their lippes, and in place 
thereof, ſhall finde ſo many annoyances and troubles , which 
they neuer ſo muchas ſuſpeed. | 

Sccondly , God by a wiſe prouidence, will haue all worldlie 
deleRations ſubicR;as it were,to putrifaRion, & loathſumnes, 
that becoming ſomtimes vnſauory,they mightat notime beſo 
vehemetly longed for. Weſce now(notwithitanding that they 
pou lo bitter,& all che griefs wherewith they fill many mens 

res) that fewe arc to be found who hunger not after them 
with a greedie appetite, and whatwould they doethen, if they 
were priviledged fromall inconueniences,yeclding pure plea- 
ſures, without anie mixture of anic trouble or vexation ? 

And withall , heereby hee fupportcth the heartes of his 


people, 
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people, that they ſhould not be diſcouraged at the proſperitic 
of the wicked, as though they were preterred belore them- 
ſclues, ſithence they bearc ſo heauie burdens of great vnquiet- 
nes,whcn they ſeeme to be molt fortunate and happic. 


Inſtruftion, that no man ſhould fatisfe himlclfe in obtai pe, 


ning good things, vnlellc he receive them with allſurance of 
Gods fauour, and likewiſe enioy them by vertue of Gods bleſ- 
ſing. He«ab thought, that the very hauing of her firſt ſonne had 
bene the getting of a great ſubſtance, and therefore the« alled 
his name Cain. that is, a poſleſſion : but poore woman, ſhe was 
deceived in her expeRation (as calily the might be through 


want of all experience) for be was ſofarre from being a polle(- Gen, 4. 


fio of any worth,as that he diſpotletied her of that gracious ſor 
Hab:l,who was in deed a worthy potleiſion. Whatlocuer there- 
fore thou wiſheſt ro haue made comfortable to thee, relic not 
vpon too much, as though of it ſelfe it could miniſter any 
comfcrt,how ſpecious,protirable,or pleaſant ſocucr it appeare, 
but ſuc by praicrto him that gauc ir,that he would giue the ioy- 
full fruition of it, And be admoniſhed by this, to ſeeke princi- 

[|y,and with greateſt induſtric,things which arc aboueto la- 
he met for heauenly graces, which certainely would bring 
ſpirituall gladnes with them. Get faith ratherthen riches,& let 
% heart be furniſhed with the feare of God, more then thy 
ate and houſe, with all manner of treaſures, and crnaments. 
Though thy wealth doe vaniſh, thy ſtrength decay, thy great- 
nes decreaſc, thy friends forſake thee, or all theſe remaining, 
- cannot preſeruc thy heart from friefes, & feares, yet thy godli- 
nes,thy wiſedome,thy louc, thy mercic, thy patience, and the 
like,will abide withthee, and ſtandto thee, and ſuffer no milc- 
ric to ſcize vpon thee, 


Verſe. 14. Houſe and [ubance are the inheritaxce of the fathers, 
but a prudent wife is from the Lord. 


N the former ſentence, by a lively ſimilitude, he ſhewed how 
noyſomeabad wife is, and inthis by an other argument, he 
maketh it appeare what a great berefit a good wite is. He 


Prooucth it from the cflicient, that the Lord doth beltowe 
I 3; her, 
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her,and that in manner differing from his ordinaric and com- 
mon giftures. Houſes, and lands arc his gifts alſo, and{o are 
riches, and all forts of commoditics, but they arc ordinarily, 
commonly,and mediately receiued from anceſtors,as fathers, 
grandfathers, and great grandfathers, to whom the Lord hath 
giucn power to get, and keepe goods, and awill tolcauc them 
from hand to hand to their polteritic, But aprudent wife, a god- 
ly,wiſc, and vertuous wife, and in like manner, a religious, dif- 
creet, and gracious husband, s fon the Lord, made ſuch a one 
by his grace,and toyned to the yoke-fellow. 

DoF, Houſe and riches, ec. No mancan poſllibly hauc poſleſſions 

z of cquall valew with a good yoke-fellow. | 
This hath bene handled in the fourth verſe of the rwelfth 
chapter, and remaineth to- be further inlarged in the laſt 
Do? chapter, 
' From the Lord, cc. The more immediate any good giftof 
God is,the more pretious it is, 

The bread which in the wildernes fell daily from the 
cloudes, was farre more notable, then if the 1/raelites had 
manured the ground, and bene provided for of corne, and in- 
nedan haruecſt. And the birth of //aac, of ohn Baptiſt, of Samn- 
e/, and the Shwnamitesſonne,was farre more honourable then if 
thcir mothers had benefertile, and apt to beare children, The 

1.King.t9a6. handful of mealc in the barrell, and the little ojle im the cyaſe, which 
were long deked out to: the poore widowe of Sarepra, were 
more to be eſteemed of, then all :z.4bels plentic of viftuals. 
And ſo wastheoyle that was multiplied to the poore prophets 
widowe, for maintenance, and payment of herdebts, then all | 
Achabs treaſures. And was not Hez:chiar miraculous recoucric 
better for him,then if he had neuer bene ſicke, orto hauc bene 
cured by Phylitions? And the ſame might be ſaid of the rai- 
Tokha.1:, ling vpof Lazarus, and Chriſt his healing many, of manifold 
maladics,in the Goſpell. 
Reaſons, For the Lord doth by this make manifeſt his particular pro- 
uidenceand reſpe@tothele perſons, vpon whom his gifts and 
bleſſings haucafter this manner bene confirmed, "I 
Je, Conlvulation to thoſe from whom hedetain —_ __ 
ome 
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ſtomed helpes and meanes of ſafctic, or ſuſtenance, as others 
wontedly cnioy,and reſcrueth them, by himſelte, in a peculiar 
manner to be prouided for. In this caſe are many ſeeming who- 
ly forlorne, and vtterly deſtitate of all aide and ſuccour, who 
may trucly be ſaid to liue by faith, not onely for faluation, 
andcucrlaſting life, for foode, apparell, harbour, and lodging, 
with other ncedfull things appertaining to this life, Their 
maintenance ceaſcth, their ſtrength failcth, their friends for- 
fake chem, their aduerfaries purſue them, and yet they are not 
without comforts,and refreſhings. They hauc nothing to take 
too, or depend vpon,and yet behold they want nothing, E/eh 
found the fidelitic of this prouidence for his foode inthe time 
of the greatdrought and ſcarcitic, when he could come by no 
other mcate, but that which a ra#en ſhould miniſter vato him, ;. King. 6.17, 
and that kinde of creature is ſcldome a good puruecyer, or ca- 
ter, and yet was he no day negleRed, as being dilappoynted 
cithcr of 5reador fle/p,for dinner,or ſupper. And S. Paw/among 
others, had —_— of the ſame for his preſcruation, inthe 
time of his tribulations. rap ng we hen exery ſide, yet 
are we not in diſtreſſe : in ponertie, but not owercome of pouertie. We 2 cg, v, 9 
Arc perſecuted, but not forſaken: caſt downe, but we periſh not, : 
The Lord hath a principall hand in all good marriages. A n,g,z, 

yertuous wife for a faithfull husband, is not a patrimonie be- 

queathed by parents, but a free, and (peciall gift beſtowed by 

God: though commonly procured by humane indultric, asa 

meanes of the match, yet deſtinated by a diuine decree as the 
appointcr thereof.. So much is expretſed in the former chap- 

ter, whereit is ſaide, that he which indeth a wife (meaning ſuch prou.18.z:, 
a oneas is hereſpecified) findeth a good thing, andreceiueth fanonr 

of the Lord. This is cuidentto be (eenc in the caſe of [/aac, 

and Rebecca: Abrahams (cruant was well acquainted with this 
—_— grounded his praicr vpon it, deſiring to knowe by a 

1gne (which in deed was cxtraordinarie) what wife God had or- Gea 24.14, 
dained for his ſernant Iſaack, and that he had ſhewed macrcic on his 

maiſter, And the effet was ſo apparant, thatcucn Laban, and Yeric. 59.51, 
Bethwel, weredriven to acknowledge it direRtly, and durſt not 
contradict, or goc aboutto crolle it, ſaying, this thing as 


Reaſons. I, 
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d:dofthe L1rd : we cannot therefore ſay to thee, Either enill or goods 
Bcheld Rebecca ts before thee, take her, and goe, that ſhe may L thy 
maiſters ſonnes wife, even as the Lord hath ſaide, Now albeit his 
hand were more conſpicuous then in dealing for //aac, and ma- 
king the voyage of Abrahams mellenger (o proſperous, yet it 
is excrciſed (till, in other godly mens affaires of like nature, 
though notſo much diſcerned. 

Fir(t,by his (piricboth men and women are made marriage- 
ablc, that is, preparcd with gifts and graces for the eſtate of 
wedlockezand become meecte companions for Chriltian yoke 
tcllowes, 

Secondly, his prouidence diſpoſcth of, and proſpereth the 
occaſions, motions, and proccedingsthereof, in ſuch ſort, as 
allimpediments are remoucd,and thoſe meanes made cfteu. 
all which are vſcd for (ctting forwards of theſe matches. He 


frameth the affeRios of the parties,that one ſhould like of, and 
Toue the other: he inclin=th the hearts of friends that they 


ſhould willingly conſent, and giue incouragement thereto : he 
defcateth the praftiſes of aduetrſaries, that they ſhall not pre- 
uaile in their oppolitions agaiaſt them. Eucn thoſe things 
which ſceme caſually to happen, and accidently to mak ci- 
ther for their onlet, or progreile, arc purpoſely appointed 
by him, for the acoolnpttbrans of his will inchat matter. As 
for example, docth it not now appearc, that therefore Elime- 
lech with his wife and ſonnes were ſent into the countrey of 
Afoab,that Chilion ſhould marric-Ruth ? And for Chilionto mar- 


cic Rutb, that ſhe might be knit both inalliance & affeRion to 


Naemy' And thereforcto be ſo vnited to Naomy, that ſhe might 
bring her with her to Bethlehem ? And therefore to be brought 
0 Bethlchem,that ſhe and her waics might be knowne to Boaz? 
And therefore to be knowne to Boaz, that Boaz might 
hauedue calling tochuſc her for his wife? Adde hereunto her 
gleaning inthe field, herlighting vpon Boaz his held, the hu- 


manitic which he did ſhewevnto her, the refuſall which the 
other kinſman. made of her, doenotall theſe, and many other 


circumſtances concurre together to bring thisto palle, that 


Zoaz ſhould hauc ſo good opportunitic tocnioy her? 
| Inſtruion 
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Inſtruction for them that would ſpeede well , and finde 
goo4 ſuccelle intheir wooing , and marriages , that they ſue 
to Gcd for his direQion and alliftance, before they become 
ſuiters vncothe parties whome they atfc&, for the winning of 
their atfeRions. 

Abrahams Agent for [faacks match , in his wiſedome , ſawe 
that to be the belt way for good ſuccetle, and therefore foll ow- 
edit, and accordinglic proſpered, as by the (toric appcarcth : 
and it he then were (o prouident,and proſperous,for the bene= 
fite of an other,ought not cuery wite man to be as prudent,and 
to takethe ſame courlc,in anic marter of like importance, cor- 
cerning himlſelfe ? | 

But withall , let him that defireth to-haue a good wife 
graunted to him , loake well to his owne (oule , and take 
heede to his wayes , that he may be to her a worthic husband, 
andto God a faithfull ſeruant : Otherwiſe, his attcinpt to 
attaine her,ſhall all be fruſtrate, or her goodnes inthe end, will 
make but little for his comfort. Hee muſt pleaſe him, and get 
his faworr , ( as was cited out of the former Chapter, ) which 
ſhall finde him ſo beneficiall, as co inrich him with ſuch a ble(- 
Y ſing. 

I is promiſed in the Plalmes, as a reward proper to them Plal,tzt.z 
that feare the Lord, and walks in his ways, to make them bl-ſſed, 
that their Wines hall be preficable.and comfortable, fru:tfull,and 

leafant, like to the Vinrs , on the 34:5 of 19217 houſes : which fal- 
ſeth out when they are well graced before hand , ant fo by his 
goodnes put intotheir boſomes,or aftcrwards rc-laimned from 
vices, and as it were trausformed vader their dilcreete go- 
uernment, 

And fo godlic menafflited with godles wiues,are not with- 
out hope of their reformation, for as much as hee is no lefle a« 
ble, or willing to worke grace in them that arc alreadie matrri- 
cd, then in thoſcthat yet be vabeltowed and ſingle, 


. 
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Verle 15. Stothfulnes cayſeth heante ſleeps to fall , and a deceit« 
full perſon ſhall be affamiſhed, 


TT dangerouscffes of ſluggiſhnes , arc here ſet downe, 
and deſcribed, whereof ſome are linnes, and heedtullic to 

be ſhunned, and others are puniſhmentsthereof , and 
greatly to be feared, : 

The firſt is , immoderate and exceſliue (leeping, whereby 
mens callings and labours arc negleed, theirtime loſt, and 
thcir wits and (ences dulled :-and this groweth partly from the 
abundance of humors, by which the head is oppretled;& part- 
lie fromthe want of cheerfulnes, whereby the heart ſhould be 
refreſhed: and therefore obſerue, thatall luggards afc lumpiſh, 
and like dead men, fauing when they be about the practiſe or 
proie of ſome thingvnlawfull, 

This drowlinelle of theirs, and diſpoſition to leepe, they 
are charged with , andchallenged for, in the lixt Chapter : 
How long wilt thou ſleepe, 0 ſlmggard , when wilt thow ariſe out of 
thy ſleepe ? &&c. a 

The ſecond is deceitfulneile, beeing inferred in the latter 
clauſc,as that which inſucth both vpan ſlothfulnes and fleepi- 
nes. For they that loſe their time, can neither get wealth well, 
nor keepe that which others haue formerly gathered by their 
traucll. Then muſtthey needs fall into indigencic and want, 
and bccing not able toſuſtaine the violence thereof, ( for none 
are (o impatient of pouertie, asthoſe who retchleſlie throwe 
themſclues into it,) they will liuc by their wittes , and ſhift for 
them(clucs,by falſhood and indire courſes. 

Thethird, which is the puniſhment of all the former, is fa- 
mine,zand miſcrable neceſſitic , which their fraude and deceit- 
fulncs doth double vpon them, and not preuent, or diminiſh, 
Or if it fall outthat ſome by wrongfull dealing arc holpen in 
their (tate for a time, yet it turneth totheir greater hurt, and 
deeper decay in time following : orifthey thriue cu-n totheir 
lives end,by their vniuſt and fraudulent praQtiſes, yet they ſhall 
ruc itinthe worldesende, forthe wmiſeries and plagues that will 

come 
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come vp9n them, as Saint lames doth teſtihe. 

The ſenſe therefore of the ſentence is this: Slothfulnes catt- 
ſeth men to be ſlcepie and deceittull , and hee that is deceitfull, 
ſleepic,or (lothful, ball be affamiſhed. 

« Slothfulnes is a vice veric hurtfull both to bodice, ſoule, and 
outward eſtate. Drowſines is noyſome to the bodic , and for 
healths ſake to be auoyded. Deceitfulnes is perniciousto the 
foule, and for conſcience ſake to beabhorred : and atfamiſh- 
ment is the deſolation of the ſtate, tending towardes the de 
ſtruction of life, and therefore is with due circumſpettion and 
prouidencicto be prevented, The cuilsthat ſlothfulnes brin- 
geth : Sce, Chap. x2. Verſ, 24 

«4 Afamiſed, c:. Vorighteous dealing bringeththat miſcric 
vpon mens heads, which they arc moſt afraid of. 

Whatthing is ſo dreadfull, grimme, and horrible, to all 
worldlic men,as penuric and neede? Gods wrath is not: the di- 
ucll is not: death is not: damnation is not: hell isnor,(though 
all theſe in time will be ,) for doe they not prouoke Gods an- 
ger, and make themſclues a prey to the diuell , and caſt them» 
{clues into the mouth of death, damnation, and hell it ſelfe, 
to purchaſe profites, and keepe of pouertic? And yet miſta- 
king their way, the falter,many would runne from it, through 
the by-paths of craft, and iniuſtice , the more halt they make 
towards it , till at laſt they be deuoured of it, Sce Chapt, 10, 
Verſ[.4.& 12. V.27, 


Verſe 16 He that keepeth the commandement, keepeth his ſoule: 
but hee tht de$Þiſeth his wayes, ſhall ate. 


H 7+ that keepeth the commandement] which inthe integritic, 
and vprightnes cf hisheart,obſcrueth the law of the Lord, 

. to walk in the ſamc,althogh he cannot fulfill it,beaking it 
as little as he can,thogh he cannot obey it ſo fully as he would, 
& is hfi>led for his faults,whe he (ceth his ſins, & triſgreſſons, 
keepeth his joule, hirmſelfe,a part being put for the wholeghe pre« 
ſcructh the life both of his ſoule and bolic, from an vntimely 


death,& Eternal deſtruRion,gnot by the merit of his —_ 
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but by the mercic of God, that rewardeth him for it: Bur he that 
deffiſeth his wayes , maketh no account how , or afrer whit ſore 
hee doth liuc, nor hath caretobe direed by hepreſcript &1le 
of the holie word of God, 51 dre, ſhall certat.iciy periti , and 
be deſtroyed for cuer, at the laſt, though peraduenture he be 
ſpared fora ſcaſon, 

Thu3 it indeth the oppoſition : Hee that keepeth the com- 
mand2in2.t ,andregardeth his wayes ſhall liue : but hee that 
breaketh the commandement, andde(piſcth his wayes , ſhall 
die, 

« So much conſcience as anie man maketh of obedience to 
Go4Js will, ſo much allſurance he hath of ſaluation and fafctie, 

Thcy that haue great care to ſhewe themſelues obſequious, 
and faithfult varo him , haue great cauſe to looke for proteti- 
on and bleiſe:ines from him: they that are more remiile in per- 
forming thoſe duties which his commandemets require, mult 
needes be more abridged of thatcomfort which his promiſes 
doe offer : and they which refuſe to (ubmit them(ſclues to the 
authoritic of his word,or to do him anie ſeruice at all,muſt well 
vader{tand, that they are nottoexpe from him aniec preſcr-= 
uation,or fauourat all, but rather puniMtnents and vengeance, 
Lervs vs attend to the teltimonic of Darxid, who ſpeaketh his 
knowledge, and that by the expericace which himſclfc found 
inthis caſe, Becarſe (faith hee) [ kept the wyyes of the Lord, and 
did not wickedlie againſt my G34 , (for all his Lawes were before mee, 

and I di1nzt caſt away his comm mdements from mes : I was vpright 
«l/o with hing co have kept me from my wichedns) therefore the Lord 

awarded m: accordrrg tomy righteouſnes, and according tothe pure- 
wes of my han1s in his fight.” With the godlie, thou wilt ſhew thy [elfe 
godlie ; with the upright m.1%,thou wilt ſhzw thy ſelfe ypright. Wuh 
the pure, thou wilt ſhew thy [elfe pure, &+ with the froward, thou ſetteſt 
thy /clfe to wreſtle. Thus thou wilt ſave the humble ( or poore peo- 
ple) and wilt caſt downe rhe proude lookes, 

Fir{t, nothing is moreacceptable , or better pleaſing tothe 
Lord,then obcdience,faithfully performed to his will : neither 
doth any thing more offend him,nor ſo much incelc his indig- 


nation as the coatempt,& ſmallregard of his —— 
For 
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For what ſaith Sewy-/ to Sl, touching this ſame point? Hah . 
the Lord greater pleaſure in burnt oF-ringr, andſacrifices, as when | 
the woyce of the Lord is obeyed? Behold to obey, us better then ſacri« 

fice : and to hearken, is better then the fat of rammes, But rebel/1on 

& 4s the firne of witchcraft, aud tranſgreſſion 1s wichednes, and as 

tdolatrie, 

Secondly, they that are belecuers, and obedient, haue /e/1es 2 

Chriſt tor their mediator, and redecmer, and how then can 

but they be ſaucd ? but to them which be diſobedrent at the word, 3 Pet-23, 

he ts aſt me to ſtumble at, and a rocks of offence, and how then can it be 

that they ſhomld not periſh ? 

The Lord himſelfe is the keeper of them that ſcruc him, hs 3 
ever are ower thypighteors, anl his eares are op2n to their praizys : but P34 15.16: 
the angry face of th: Lord is againſt theme that doe exill, tocut off 
their remembrance from the earth, 

Laſtly,the promiſes and bleſſings of life, faluxtion,and hap- 
pines, arc all aſſured ro them that heare the word of God, and keepe 
it : tothem that diligently obey the woyce of the Lord their God, and 
obſerus 4an1 doe all his comm mndements : and the threates for 
death, deſtruRion, and milſcrie, are direted again(t thoſe that 
ſhall d-/Þiſe his ordinances, and whoſe ſoule abhorreth his lawes, ſo Leuit 28.14.15 
that they will net doe all his comm indements, but breake his Cone= 
wants. 

Iaſtrution todeale ſoundly for our (clues, ani make cleere Yes 
and manifeſt che good eſtate of our foules, confirming our 
hag with ſure and infallible proofes of regeneration and 
gracce,and not ſeducing ourthearts with fallacious,and guiletull 
illuſtons. The Apoſtle would not haue ay man er mz to himſelfe Gal.6,3-4. 
that be is [om2what when he 15 nothir '”, deceining himlſelfe in his ima- 

gination, bur admoniſherh euery man to prooue hes owne works, and 
then he hx e retoycing in him{elfe onely, and not in an other, All 
the cuidenc@hat many hauc of their ſaluation is this,that their 
acquaintance, who yet are vaacquainted with their hearts, 
and the courſe oftheir behauiour, commend them for Chritti- 
ans,and hope well ofthem : and ſo their whole comfort ſtands 
inthe opinions which their acighbours concciuc, and not in 
any allurance that themſclucs obtaine, And diucrs conclude 
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of their owne ſafctic, by no other argument, but onely the 
light of other mens perills: char their life and condition muſt 
needes be good, becauſe the courſe and caſe of ſo many leaud 
perſons appearct? fo ba1: and fo the very foundation of their 
confdence, is nothingelfc but a ſandic compariſon. 2. Terror 
for impio18 profane perſons, which bleiT: themſeluzs, when 
924 curſcththem;which arrogatethe promiſes of life,when he 
denounceth the threates of death : which hawe a roote of butternes 


mnth:m aniſay, p:4ce ſhall be to mr, all w_ [ walke according to the 


ftubbornzes of mine owne hart If they perliſting in this their (tub- 
bornanes, & perpetuall peace, Gods ſcruants walking faithfully 
before him, ſhall finde eternall miſerie : for he is as iuſt ro exce- 
cute his threatnings, as kinde and gracious to,_performe his 
promiſes. Now itis impoſſible for Gods children to periſh, as 
it is for his owne nature and being to faile, and therefore be- 
hold the damna ble ſtate ofthele preſumptuous miſcreants. If 
they wilbe blaſphemers,if they wilbe (coffers at religious exer- 
ciſcszif they profane the holy ſabbath, which the Lord hath 
inſtituted to be {anRified : ifthey will deſpiſe the authoritic of 
their gouernours : if they will beproud, and high minded: if 
they wilbe vamercifull and crucll:if they wilbe yncha(t and 
flchy, or intemperate drunkards, or couctous carth-wormes, 
or falſe fingered, or falſe tongued, orallowe themſclues in any 
kinde of vicious behauiour, letthem procecd in their lggpd- 
nes, and God will proceed in his righteouſnes : their ſeceFfie 
will bring them no ſafetic, the more they contemne his 


5 
by (inning again{t them, the more he will glorifc his words, 
by manifeſting the juſtice, and veritic of them, And this may 
allo ſerueto admoniſh all to beware, how they, negleing the 
commandements ſo ſtritly to be obfcrued, in ſteed thereof, 


preſcribe to themſclues a worfhip which the b of man 
hath inuented, and the will of man imbraced, wiWut warrant 
of,and therefore contrarieto the word and will ofthe Almigh- 


tic. As theſc are not tobe numbredamong the Atheiſts, be- 
cauſc they be not fo impudenely impious as they be, ſo nci- 
therarethey to be reckoned among true worſhippers, becauſe 
they want that humilitic, and vprightnes which they haue. 

For 
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Forſuperſtition ingendred by pride, and ſound religion gotten 

Y by grace, arc ſo oppoſite, an1coarraric one to the other, that 
f noman can poſſibly hauz in him ch= habite of them both to- 
gether. Andifthe keeping of the commandements be of ſuch 

importance for the tranquilitic of the c 2n(ciencegto giueſatis- 

faction therto for the cercaintic of ſaluation, then ditlembling 

Chriſtians alſo, and fruicletle profeiTours of the Goſpell, mull 
necdes be voyde of all ſound comfort, For though they 

ſpeake of gooJnes, yet they onely (peake,and prattiſe not:and 

though they heare the yoyce of God, yet they be hearers onely, Tam 1,23 

and nvt doers of the ward, as S. Tamrs (aith, decerning their owns 
Joutes: whereas the promile is made tothem » hich are n2t forget + 
ful hearers, but do:rs of the worke, that ſuch ſhalbe bl: ſed in their 
deeds. For where knowledge, profeſſion,and tranſgreſſion,con- 

curre together,the linne is the greater, becaule it is (canJalous, 
and wilfull, and the burden thereof the heauicr, becauſe the 

heart is more priuic to it ſclfe of guiltines,and apprehentiue of 

puniſhmenc, 


Verſc.17. He that gineth freely t2 the poore, lendeth onto the 
Lord,and the Lord willrepay him his reward. 


E that gineth freely] which out of his compallion and mer- 
ic,without any carnall, or corrupt rel] _ of his owne ad- 
ntage,miniltreth foode,apparell, harbour,or any kinde 
of helpe and comfort, by word, or deed, to the poore, tothem 
that arc in aflition, of what ſort ſocuer, eſpecia'ly if they be 
Gods faithfull ſcruants, or ſceme to be ſuch, lendeth to tne 
Lord, notthat he is beholden to vs, orrecciueth any bencfite 
at our hangs for what cn we giue that he lent not to vs, nor is 
his owne,t in his power, to taxe, and diſpoſe of, to whom he 
will, withoutour leauc ? but hcis pleaſed fo to accept of our be- 
neficence to our brethren, as if himſelfe were thereby grati- 
fied, and had a good turne done to him : for men are miny 
times pleaſured by that which is lentthem in th*ir neede, and 
arc glad to buy the vic thereof with loanc, a1d thzretore itis Plyra,g, 


notcd asa worke of mercic from a g204d man, not oacly that 
he 
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he b=(toweth gifts, butalſothat he lendeth freely. So then God 
vouchſafcth to repute that which is paide vnto him, though 
imnerietly too, and (carce by the halues, to be as it were, a 
courtelic and kinJnes from vs, as if ſome thing of ours were 
deliuered to him. 4:4rthe Lord will repay hims his veward: he will 
as faithfully recompence the mercifull man, as if he were 
bound thereto, and as an honeſt borrower will be carcfull to 
pay that which he oweth, For of his grace he maketh himſelfe 
a debter, to them which are more in his debt, then thcir body, 
and ſoulc,and all that they haue is worth, ; 

Whatſocuer good is done to godly men afflicted, is accep- 
ted of God, 2s doneto himlſelte. 

So farre is he from caſting off, anddiſclaiming his people in 
their poucrtic,and tribulations, as thatat no other time in this 
life, he doth more profetledly acknowledgethem, and publiſh 
the tendernes of his atfeion towards them, As what greater 
te{timonie can there be of loue and kindnes, then this, that 
theirenemies be hisenemies:their friends his friends:their be- 
nefaQors lo graced andeltcemed of, as if they were hecome 
his creditors. We haueſeenc in ſome other place before, that 
he which oppreſſeth the poore, reprocheth him that made him, but he 
hononreth him that hath mercie en the poore. 

And our Saviour himſclfe profetleth, that he preſently ob- 
ſcructh cuecry where, all the mercic chat is ſhewed by any to his 
poore ſeruants : and how he will requitethe ſame hercatrgp, in 
calling them asbletled ones to thefruition, with him, of his 
celeſtiall kingdome, and why he will render them (o great are- 
ward,becauſethey fedde him in his hunger,gaue him drinke in 
his thirſt, and cloathed him being naked, &c :and aftcr what 
manner they performed theſeduties vnto him, by exerciling 
the ſame towards one of the leaſt of his brethren. - 

Firſt, he is obeyed therein, requiring ſuch care tobe had of 
his ncedic and diftreſſed people: and the greatcſt loue,is ſhew- 
ed to him, for whoſe ſake thoſe poore Chriſtians areſo merci- 
fully intreated. 

Secondly, the parties thus relicued are the ſonnes of God, 
and the brethren of Chriſt, as by the ſcripture laſt alledged, 


appcarcth : 


appcarcth : and what tender-harted father,or well affe fed bro- 
ther , would not gratefullic take the ſuccour and relicfe that is 
minittred co his deare children, or brethren in their neceflicies 2 

Thirdlic, they are necrer toour Lord /e/us Chr , then one 
brother is to another,or child to the Father : for chey are mem- 
bers of him, flcth of his fleſh, & bone of his bones,and as much 
regarded of him, as the apple of his eye: and therefore he is in- 
teretſcd 1n che fauvur that the leafl or feeble(t of them (hall find 
atany ume, 

Encouragement for men to heſtow willingly,cheerfully, and 
liberally,on the poore Saints, firhence their beneuolence is (ure 
co inde (o good allowance,and will certainlie procure ſu large 
a compenſation, Can they puttheir ſtocke into a furer hand 
for ſafety, without any perill of loling? Orcan they meet with 
a more commodious banke for gaine, as to hauc the principall 
doubled, and tripled,& increaſed more then ten thouſand fold? 

If they would hauc theirttates ſufficiently provided for,and 
their hearts cheerfull during life, and their con(ciences com- 
fortable at their death,and ſoules and bo.lics happic and glori- 
ous for cucr,thelctthem ſo implov their portion, and all the a- 
bilitic thatis in them,that men may rece1uz proteion,relicke, 
counſcll,comfort,or ſome refreſhing fromthem,and they may 
exp: & this munificentand kinglic retribution from the Lord, 

Reproofe of their follic,which wiſguidiagtheiraffaires with- 
out judgement, are willing to doc nothing tor them,by whom 
they looke to be an(wered nothing : for they account all that 
to be lo{t which man repayeth not, Sce how vnthriſtily they 
deale, and what ewll husbandsthey are for their (oules, in de- 
frauding them(clucs of fo gr-at a commo4itie as they ſhould 
hauc gained by taking God for their pay-malter. It is not one- 
lie a iuſt precept, but wiſe counſell, which Chriſt giueth in the 
Goſpell, as by the promiſe therevnto annexed, is manifeſt, 


. When thou makeſt a dinner, o* a [upp:r , callnat thy friendes, nor thy 


brethren, nor thy kin/men nor thy rich neighbours , leſt they b11 thee 
ar4ine, and arecomnence be mide thee. But when thou mak-ſt a fealt, 
call the pooye,the maymne:d the lime, andthe blinde. And thou ſhalt 


be bleſſed, becauſe they cannot recompence thee : for thou ſhalt be re- 
L compenced 


Bet. 


Luk. 14.13 
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compenced at the reſurreflion of the tuft, 

Ob. But muſt men be careles of their ſtates in prouiding for 
thcir ſaluation? [s all to be done for the ſoule, and nothing for 
the houſe 2 What ſhall I leaue my Children? 

Anſw. Prouidence tor thy cuerlalting ſtate , doth nothing 
impairethy preſent (tate,and thy liberalitic doth augment,and 
not diminiſh chy childrens proſperitic. Is the Lord fo barren 
of wiſcdome, or deititutc of power,as that he cannot inrich the 
one, but hee mult impoucriſhthe other ? Or that he cannot 

ÞC 112, 3.&c helpe the father, withour hurting the childe ? 

Agodlieman is deſcribe4in one of the Pſalmes , to be mey- 
"ig and full of compaſſion , avd righteous, But how then goeth 
the world wich him and his poſteritie 2 His ſeede ſhall be nasgh« 
tie wpon the earth , the generation of the righteous ſhall be bleſſed. 

E£ 7. 25. 26. Riches and treaſures ſhall be in his honſe , and his riohteouſnes remai« 
ethforexer, Andtotheſame purpoſe it isfaid in another Plal. 
I hawe bene young and am old: yet I neu» ſaw the righteous forſaken, 
nor his [eede beg ging bread, But hee #s ener mercifull, and lendeth, 
aud hrs [cede emoyeth the bleſſing. 

Conlvlation to Gods afflicted children,which are in wants,or 
fearcs,or other calamities,that their caſe is not helples,though 
they cannot helpe themſelues. For as muchas the Lord vn« 
dertaketh to (atishe thoſe that ſhall be helpfull vntothem,jit is 
not tv be doubted, butthat ſome bodie will take his word, and 
fiewe that mercic. He is not out of credit,though vnbelicucrs 
darcnottrult to his promiſe: for he hath many friends, manie 
ſeruants,many children,which will be ready for his ſake,to doe 
all the goodthey can for anie of his that ſtand in neede of their 
aid, Who would notthinke himſelfan happy man,if he might 
hauc opportunitie,to doe ſeruicetothe King,by pleaſuring his 
{onne vpon anic occalion,cſpecially ina weightie matter, & be- 
ing required,and encouraged by him,with promiſe of great re- 
ward,and preferment to do it? Then doubtles ſhall the King cf 
kings inde many loyalland well minded ſubieRs , who for his 
ſake, and their owne, will not be wanting to hisdiſtreſed chil- 
dren, whom for the ſame end, he bringeth into ſuch aduerſitie, 

Doth not our Sauiour intimate as much,when he recounteth 

not 
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not onely the varietic of aflitions which hee ſuſtained in his 
mevers,but likewiſe the readines of comforters to relieue him? 
When he was hungrie,ſome fed him: whe he was thirſtic,ſome 
giuc him drinke : when he was naked, ſome clothed him: when 
he was ſicke, ſome vilited him : when hee was in priſon, ſomes 
came vnto him: (till as his neede requized , ſo were they preft 
with remedics toſuccour him, 


Verle 18. Corrett thy ſoxne while there is hope . and let not thy 
ſoule ſpare, which is to kill hin, 


| Han was thy ſanxe while there is hope, ] chaltiſe thy children of 
either (exe,both by tongue & hand,with rebukes & (Iripes, 
being yet young & tender,& not growne (tubborne, (tiffe- 
necked, incorrigible,and paſt hope w amendmer, before they 
arc accultomed to cuill waics,or haue learned to deſpiſe the ad- 
monitions,menacings,rods,& {courges of parents. And let not 
thy ſoule ſpare: beware that thy fond atteion withhold thee not 
from dooing this necellary dutic, which is, tokil him , lealt thy 
too great induigency tothem,and cockering of them,turne to 
thcirdeltruction, 
« Correction of children ought not to be oucrlong deferred. 
Soexpedicnt and behouefull it is for the childe to be truely 
nurtured, that Sa/amon giueth word, for cucric louing,wilc,and 


diſcreet parent, that he will chaſten his ſonne betime. Prou, 1 3.24- 


Firſt, opportutuicie,and hope of good ſuccelle,which our text 
putteth vs in minde of, ſhould be a motiue to vs to auoid delay, 
The varcaſona\vle wilde creatures be tameable when they arc 
young, and tender plants arc flexible, and may calilic be bow- 
ed hither and thither : and cuills at the beginning may with 
lefſe ditficultic be cured,and remedied. 

Sccondlie; the manner of Gods dealing with his children, 
is the belt precedent for our dealing with ours,& he permitreth 
none of his tocſcape too long, before hee humble them, and 
take downe their harts,cicher by wutward croflcs and troubles, 
or by inward tcares and forrowes, or by ſome ſuch meanes as 
may belt ſerue to make them feare and obey him. Andas 
hee forcſeethand worketh, ſo godly menalſo feele and _ 

L z the 
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the great benefite, and profitable effeAs that followe vpon the 
ſame. 1t # good, (ſaith the Scripture,) both totruſt , and towaite 
for the ſalation of the Lord. An then, /c « good for a man that he 
beare thr yoak+ in his youth, Hee ſutteth aloneand keepeth filence, be» 
canſe hb: hath boyae it vpon him, 

In{tru tio to inJuce our ſclues to the diſcharge ofthis du- 
tic. by ſuch motiues as may moſt (tronglie perlwaJc vs there- 
vato, A+>thatthediſcaſe of linneand follie is breeding in our 
chilyrens hearts in their infancie , and before they be able to 
ſpeake,and whatisthe medicine tocureit, butthe rod of cor- 
reion , which in great poſlibilitic and. likelihoo4 will bee a 
meanesto kill it ? 

Let neede therefore and loue,and hope preuaile with vs,and 
ha(ten our diligence to helpe them. Buc the (ſtrokes of the 
twigzes be paincfull and ſharpe totheirtender fleſh: and ſoare 
Allocs, and ſome other medecines for the wormes, vnpleaſant 
allo and hitter to their talte,and yet for (afetics(ake, and preſer- 
uation of their health, we will giue them thereof to cate,whiles 
they ſucke on their mothers breſts. And why then ſhould wee 
ſpeake, and doe ſo much againſt them , in ſceming to pleade 
and deale for them, ſaying, they know not yet what corretion 
meaneth : their owne diſcretion will teach them to amend their 
faults hereafter: their own rod will beate them in time,8& learne 
them more wiſcdome,&c. The ſmart of correfion may make 
them to know the meaning of correion: & they are the more 
likely to be diſcreete for the amendement of their faults here- 
aftcr,if Gods diſcipline be vſced to them before:and it1s bel? to 
be ſo inftruted by the parents rol in child- hood,that they be 
not whipped with anie rods of their owne in riper age. 

q Toki bim,c5c, They (hzwethemſclues vamercitull parents, 
which excmpetheir childrentro due correction, Sec c.13.v.24 


Verſ. 17, Bring in great wrath, remit the puniſhment : but if thou 
ket him eſcape, yet applic chaſtiement againe, 


I* the former ſentence was declared the neceſfity of correti- 
on,forthe preuction of deltruRion,or danger of my” 
t 
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what is the fitteſt ſeaſon to begin it, cuen in their childhood. 
Naw in this he a\moniſheth cucry man to take heede that he 
marre it not, or hinder the good ett: & thereof by his owne 
diſtemper. Andthercforc it is ſaid, Being in great wrath, when 
thouart in an angric moode,and burneſt with furic,and hotdil- 
pleaſure, remit the puniſ@ nent, let paile for that time the puni(h- 
ment of the partic offending. But if thou let him eſcape, yet applie 
chaftiſement againe. NeuertheleiTe, though for that time, and 
erhaps for that fault thou let him goe tree, yet lcaue him not 
oto himſelfe, nor ſuffer him to goe on till vapuniſhed, bur 
when thou art more calme, and as occalion ſhalbe ottcred, take 
him in hand, and chaſtiſe him. 
q Correction is neither to be giuen in paſſion, nor omitted Dog. 
remillely. It is vnht to ſeeke redreile of other mens faults, by 
committing as greatour (clues: or altogether todiſpence with , 
anJ palle oucr their offences to the hurt of their ſoules, bee 
cauſc it ſcemethour (clues are ouer-carried with corruptions, 
Both theſe arc hurtfull extremitizs, bur I will inlilt eſpecially 
vponthe former, becauſe the perill of negleRing pumnthment 
appeared by the former lentense, and other places of this 
booke. To the poynttherefore in hand, S. [ames ſperketh per- 
tinently, though not particularly, when he laith, The wrath of tam.c.20, 
mn doth not execute the ruhteouſnes of G14, which euery one that 
infliteth any puniſhmentt vpon an other,0ughe to dot, When Nam.zoute. 
the troubleſome [/rarhites had driven Mes that mecke (cr- 
uant of God into a paſſion, by vexiag of nis ſpirit, cucn he, for 
the time was notin caſe, ſo mu-h asto repreh=nd them in chat P1196. 2 3+ 
manner as became hian, but (pake vnaduiſedly with his lippesg 
both in rating of them, and neglecting toſantiftethe Lord. 
And yeeld that D4#i4 might warrantably haue proccede [a+ 1-52mays 
gain(t V45:! for his vathankfull, churliſh, infolcat, and con. ® 
temptible behauicur, yet what worke would he haue made in 
his rage, when for one mans fault he was reſolu<d to murther a 
whole familic ? 
Fir!t, a man in hisdiſtemper can hardly keepe meaſure in Reaſonr.n, 
puniſhing,as the example laſt produced doth witae!Te,but thall 


by the fore ſtreame of his anger, be carricd to the praiſe of 
L 3 violence, 
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violence,beyond all bonds of moderation. | 
2 Secondly,being in that ſort moued,and kindled with irc,the 
feruonr and heate of hischoller will ſo fire his tongue, thatno / 


grau- and coole expoſtulations and admonitions, which put 
life ito corrections, and cauſe them to worke, can bedeliue- 
red by 1t, 

Chirdly,wrath and immoderateanger disfigure the face of a 
man, making his eyes and browes, and all his viſage, to looke 
kerce,. 1d ill fauoured, and diſcoucrethalſo the impotencie of 
his atteions, and to he that is ſmitten (notwithſtanding that 
he be afraid of him) will yet by the fight of theſe great infirmi- 
tics, be broughtto condemne and deſpiſe him. 

Y/e. Inſtruction not to be ſuddaine and haltic to ſtrike our vn- 

 derlings vponthefir(t apprehenſion of a fault committed, leſt 
we giue cauſe to our {cluesto ſmite our owne hea! ts afterwards 
with ſorrow and ſhame for our raſines. They that ac [ofvift to 
fight, be commonly as {lewe toexamine the caulc, or to pittic 
the offendor, and pray for him, or toconceiue hatred of the 
lnne : or to deliberate in what manner they may belt re- 
dretſcie. 

Je. Reprocfc ofthem,that can neither fight nor chide,but one- 
ly inthcir fume,and when their blood is hot. They that be moſt 
boiſterous to (mite with the fiſt (which will hardly prouc to be 
Gods ordinance) and to lay about them with ſtaucs, pitch- 
forkes, and whatſoeuer is in their hands, haue vſually the leaſt 
carcto re(traine their people from viees, by ſcafonable and 
moderatedilcipline. 


Verſe, 20. Heare counſell, and receige inſtruttion, that thou m- 
eſt be wiſe at thy latter end, 


Auing in the premiſes giuen precepts to parents and go- 

ucrnours, he now conuerteth his ſpeech tochildren, and - 

ſuch as in the Scripture come vnder the name of chil- 
dren, that is to (ay, all Gods people, to whom he doth offer 
himſclfc as a father, being readie to teach and dire them. And 


the firlt leiTon that he giuethvnto them is, that they m_ 
care 
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heare connſelt, lend an carc, and harken diligently with atten. 
tion, to wiſe, and wholeſome dodrines and admonitions : the 
ſecond, that they recciue mmir«ton, or corretion, for the 
word [ignificth both:that is,to ſubmit themſclues to,and make 
vſc of,and profite hy,reprootes,threatnings, or chaltiſemenes, 
And the reaſon of this exhortation, is both from the motiue 
that ſhould p-rſwade them thereunto, and the cnd that they 
ſhould propoſe tothemſcluestherein, and the happic ſucceile 
which they ſhould finde thereby, that chey may be wiſe in thery 
| Latter end, that their wiſedome may be manifeſted, and they 
reapethe fruit thereof in their old age,or whenſocuer they are 
readie todepart out of the world, not but that he would haue 
men to be wiſe alſo before, bur to note, that all that time their 
heauenly wiſedome will ſtand them in beſt Reed. 
q Agodly man ſhall hauc the greateſt benefic of his pictic and Dot, 
graces,when he draweth rel co his death, 

Atthe firlt they (eeme burdenous, and troubl:ſome, in re- 
ſpe& of the aflictions whereby they arc oftea accompanied as 
ſeede time, inappearance, doth oacly deuour and ({ivallow vp 
mens corne, andexad their labour and trauell, but afterwards 
they ſhewe themſelues comfortable and vrecious, as the beau- 
tifull tight of haruelt, doth declare the commoditic of ſecede 
time. The wicked i purſued in his miſcrie: but the righteous hath Prou 14.33, 
hope in his death, laith Salomon, Aſarke the wpright man,arid behold Pl.37-37» 
ths ilk: for the en: of that man i peace, laith Daxid in the Plalmes, 
And when was the (tate ofthe wile virgins made knowne to be Mat, 29 
better then that of the fouliſh, not when they tooke rheir 
lampes,or lighted their lampes,or prouided their cile,or went 
forth together, or waited togetuer, but when the bridegroome 
came, 
Firſt, at their latter cnd the faithful! haue greateſt Rore and Xe4/0n%F- 
plentie of graces: for they hauec bene (till gathering,laying vp, 
and daily adding totheir ſtocks, by learning, faſting, praying, 
ſhewing of mercic, diligence in their callings, mortifying of 
their corruptions,and diſcharging of many goo4 duties, 

Secondly, then hauc they greateſt neede and vie thereof, 2 
foraſmuchasthey are to wreltle with death,torefiſt the allau! wy 
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of Sathan, both which would ſtirre vp all the infidelitie that 
remaineth in them,to diſcourage their hearts, were they not ſo 
well armed with the ſpirit of God,and a good conſcience, 
Thirdly,then are they belt ſeaſoned with humilitic, and pa- | 
ticnce, having palſed through many cemptations, and tribula. 
tions (as it falleth out tothe greateſt number of the godly)and I 
yet kept the faith, and therefore are moſt capable of, and readi- 
eſt for comfort,with the teſtimonie of GoJs fauour, whole (cr- 
uicethey hauc faithfully performed. 

4 Fourthly, hen they approach apace towards their reſt, and 
happincs,thcir worke being finiſhed, and their wages readic to 
be put into their hands, they ſhalbe no Jonger yoaked with 
ſinnes and miſcries, nor detained from the fruition of perfet 
holines and gloric, but be ſatisfied with the fnlnes thereof in 
the preſence of God their dearelt father, and of che Lord le/is 
Chriſt,cheirbletſed Saniour, 

Y/e, Inſtruftion to make our whole life, by liſtening to this 
counſcll here commended vnto vs, and giuing inſtruction a 
pracicall entertainment, a continuall preparation for a com- 
fortabledeath. In the very firſt onſet toreligion, religion if it 
be ſound, will dire& mens minds tothinke of, andto guide 
thcir waics to prouide for theirend. And therefore Afo/es, or 
rather the Lord himſclfe, conuinceth the hypocryticall //-ae- 
hres, negleingſo waightie, and needfulla dutic, to be vtterly 

Deut.33.29. deſtitute of all heavenly wiſedome, They are, (airh he, « nation 
wid of counſel, neither ts there any underitanding «n them : O that 
they were wiſe, thenwould they wnderſtand this : they woul1 conſider 
their latter end. Ob. But they ſhall meete with many troubles. 
Anſw. And they ſhall cſcape out of all troubles, Ob, But moſt 
men in theſe daies will thinke themto be fooles, and ſvch as 
knowe not what is good for themſelues. Anſw, Bur all men 
ſhall one day knowethem to be wiſe, and ſuch as hauc choſen 
that which is beſt ſor them(ſclues, when the teſtimunie of 
Chriſt, and their owne happiec condition ſhall giuc them com- 
mendation of wiſcdome before all the world, Nay, they are 
fooles,and knowe not whatis good for themſclurs, which pur- 
chaſe preſentdelights,withtheir future calamities,like riotous 
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ſpend-thrifts,waſting all their patrimonic at one hanquet,or lo- 

ing their wholc inhericance at one game, Such are the'couc- 
tous , the ambitious , the voluptuous, and all choſe that are in 
bondage toanie deceitfull luſts, and vanitics. They pay deare 
for their wealth,though they get it, and for their preterments, 
and forthcir pleaſures, and for whatſocuer they compatle, with 
a burden to their conſcience,and hazard of their ſoules. 

Manic iudge them wile, and praiſe them for their pollicies 
now, which by ſight and experience of their miſeries, will con- 
deane their follic hereafter ; and them(clues molt preiled 
with puniſhments,will more then any othcr,bewaile their owne 
wilfulncs and madnes, 

This then, to conclude,is wiſcdome, werthie to be ſo called, 
and that which will befteed a man at his latter cnde, ratherto 
hauc a Legacic bequeathed to himleife in Chriſt his will, then 
to bequeath great portions to others in his owne will : andto 
hauc allurance of ioycs and gloric to goe vnto, then aremems 
brance of plealures,% dignitics,which he mult depart away fro. 


Verſe 21. Mme demiſes are inthe heart of man : but the coun- 


fell of the Lord that ſhall ſtand. 


nie dewiſes are in the heart of man,](undric thoughts arcin 
their minds,of hopes,and doubts, and delires,and fo they 
tolle matters too and fro 1n their imaginations, how they 
may auoyd that which they feare, and accompliſh that which 
they delite, and yerſc}dome bring them to anicetfeR, or when 
they do, it is not by force of their plotting or forecalt. But 
the connjell of the Lord #t ſhall ſtand ; his will thall take place,what- 
ſocucr hee hath determined ſhall ſucceed , whether mens li- 
kings be to it, or2g1inlt it, 
q Things come not to palle by mens purpoſes, but by Gods 
appointment, 

There is a marucl[lous agreementand conſcnt of the Pro- 
phets,and holie writers in this matrer, though we will produce 
the teltimonic onely of one or two, for contirmation thereof: 
as that of Dawid dircAly witneſſing the ſame truth, as ce 
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andexpreſſely as our Text hath it. The Lord breaketh the coun« 
ſellof the Heathen , andbyingeth to nought the demiſes of the peo- 
ple. Thecounſell of the Lord hill ſtand for ener , and the thoughts 
of bu heart throughent all ages, 

And how farre different from this in ſenſe, and ſubſtance, is 


: —_—_— __ 
Lam-3. 37 38- thartin the Lamentations ? Who « hee that ſaith, and ut commeth 


Rea/.1. 


Pfal1,3.3- 


2. 


the hands of Souldicrs, to ftoppehim from riſing againe : and 


topaſſe, andthe Lord/aith it not? Ont of the month of the moſt high 
proceedeth not enill ana good ? 

Firſt, his will is [Imperiall , by which the whole world, both 
heauen and carth is gouerneJ and ſuſtained: It decreeth , and 
prouidentl:ie fore-appointeth the motions, ations, occur- 
rents, andeuecnts of cueric thing , whether weightie(t, or of 
{malleſ{t importance. 

Secondlic, it is cternall and immutable, and not poſſiblie 
lubicRtto alteration, 

Thirdly, itis abſolutely holie, wiſc, and righteous, that hee 
ſhall neuer haue cauſe to change ir, 

It is puilſant, powerfull, and mightie , which neither man, 
nor Angcll, nor anic, norall creatures arc ablc torciilt , and 
preuaile againſt. 

Inſtrution, that asncere as we can, we purpole thoſe things 
which heappointeth,and ſecke hishelpe in «ll our affaires,and 
ſo ourthoughts ſhall ſucceed well , and our delires be fatisfied, 
by vertuc of his decree arid counſell, For fo runneth the pro- 
miſc in the firlt Plalme, to eucry godlie man: he ſhalbe bleſſed, 
and whatſoener he doth ſholiproffer: And why? For his delight 
is in the Lane of the Lord , and inthat lawe hee meditateth day and 
nohr. 

"rock of theirfol!:e that oppoſe their praQtiſes to Gods 
words ,ſcckingto ſet vp that which hee hath threatned to caſt 
downe, and to kcepe downe that which he hath vndertaken to 
cxalt, 

As Sal would hauec defeated Dawid of his kingdome, ſce- 
king to ley him before hee ſhould obtaine it: and the mali- 
cious Iewes and Gentiles , would haue bereaved Chriſt of his 
gloric : hoping as they preuailed totake away his lite , ſo by 


the 
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and the idoltarous papiſts would hauc ſuppreſſed the Goſpell, 
attempting by fire & fagot,to deterre cucry man from the pro- 
felon of it, But what ſaith the Lord cocerning all theſe deuiſes? 

Why doe the Heathen rage , and the prople murmure ts vine , 4 
gainſt the Lord , and againſt his annoynted ? Hee that dweheth in 
the hzanens ſhall laugh : the Lord ball hane thous in derifron, 

The Conſolation for GoJs peopl -, againſt whome the pur- 
poſes of the wicked, with all thcir wittes and forces are bene. 
Sce Chap. v. 1.9, 


Verſe 22. The defire of a man is his gaodnes + ani a pore man 
& better then a lyar. 


He deſire of a m:+,)] that which eueric man ought mol to 
wiſh and labour tors himſclfe, andeocltceme ani coms- 
mend in others , z 4:5 c2o4nce. Nis pictic a1 religio.1 tos 
wards Gul, his mercie, trueth, and vpright dealing towards 
me1, an nota greate(tits, and carchiic painpe, 21. hee that 
in chis manner doth good , and is faithi'u!l and cru, chough 
he be pore, not hauiag tore and abu1laace of outward pol- 
ſclhons, i berrer, in happier cafe, and moreregarded of God, 
and goo men, then 4 {44y , then an impious,vaproitable,and 
falſe man, thouzh hee be neuer (o wealthie, 
« Vertue and weldoing,isthe beſt ornament that anie man can 
be decked with. Saint Pax! incftcR doth ſay as much , and 
confirmeth che ſame,when hee declareth, that rhe king lone of 
God, conliſteth not 12 meate and drinke, and chen , not inrich 
andcoſ(tlic apparell , neither money , nor anic other corrupti- 
ble thing , but in rightcomſner, and peace, and icy inthe holie Ghoſt, 
For whoſoener in theſe thing s ſernerh Chri#t,is acceptable to God, and 
approned of men, 
And that exhortation which EcclefaFes inferreth, as the 
ſcope of his whole booke, and hee is the veric quintellence 
extracted out of the ſamae, maketh direAlic for the point, Let 
vs heare the end of all : Feare God , and keeps his commandements : 
for this is the whole man, or whole of the man, without which, 
all chat man is, or man hath, is nothing cle but vanitic, 
Firlt , valcile this were ſo, it would not be {o often and car- 
M 2 neſtly 
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neſtlie commaunded of God, as a matter of principall weight 
and moment : neither would the Scriptures commend it (o 
much , as giuing preferment to the ſame aboue all other 
things in the world. 

Sccondlic, the price that was paide for it, and the parties 
for whome it is prepared, doe prooue the valuc thereot to be 
wondertull great, For the bloud of Chr4# which was giuen 
forredemption, was alſo ſhead to purchaſe grace tor vs. And 
itis a prerogative peculiar to Gods children , and Chri# his 
ſpouſc,to be indued therewith, as 1t is ſaide in the Reuclation : 
To her w.u granted, that ſhe ſhould be arayea with pure fine limnen, 
& h:inins ; forthe fine linnea is the righteouſnes of Saints, 

Thirdlic, the rare and ſingular ctiets which it worketh,be- 
ing pcerletſe, and admirable aboue all, giue teſtimonictoit, 
that 15 other thing is matchabHle with it. What will ſo much 
co nfort a man in his trouble ? what will refreſh him ſo much 
with hope, andat his death ? what will bring him fo great hap» 
pines in heauen, and make him lo glorious at the refurreRion 
of the iult ? 

Inſtruction, for euzry one with greateſt dilgence toJabour 
for that which the ſpirit of God doth commend as a thing cue- 
ry way moſt delireable. Which bringeth ſufhciencie, though 
a man had nothing elſe to take to,& without the which he ſnall 
want the vic of cucry thing,that in appearance, is not vnproui- 
ded of any thing, He that hath the outward man of his bodie 
clothed with vile rayment ,as $. /ames tearmeth it, which may 
occalion vaine men todeſpiſc him, and the hidden man of his 
hart vncorrupt with faith, loue,mercie,mecknes,humilitic,and 
other graces of the ſpirit , isnota little ſet by of God , neither 
would God hauc him lightly regarded of his people, & though 
an other weare on the outlide vpon his backe,gay clothing,as 
filkes,ſattens,veluets, gold,(iluer, pearles,and precious ſtones, 
and be as richly cladas cuer was Salomon, yet if within the in- 
fide, in his ſoulc,he betattered &torne, with the rag. es & pat- 
ches of pride, enuie,crucltic,couctouſnes, impuritic,and other 
damnable luſts,the eyes of the Lord will abhorre him, and hee 
allowcth not his ſeruants to admire him, as 


ng 4 


TS. - ww EE] 
ht BSC SL 


4 
b 


Verſe, 2, PROVERBS. $5 


Andas much may be ſaid concerning all other excellencie, 
profites, and plcaſures, that without the feare of God, and a 
good conſcience, they arc vanitic of vanities, and onely vani- Ecel,z.1. 
tic,they are nothing but vanitie,& vexation of ſpirit. If therfore 
we would not be cenſured for vaine perions, let vs labour for 
that which is beeter then vanitic. 

Reproofc of thoſe that think goodnes not good cnoughtfor , 
them,but deſpiſe, and deride it,as ignominious, and contemp- 
tible,and which they are aſhamed to giue any countenance vn- 
to. They be baſe minded perſons in their iudgement, that giue 
them(ſclucsro praying, hearing of ſermois, reading, and medi- 
tating ofthe Scriptures, ſanAifying of the ſabbath,that will be 
fociable with chem that vſe wholeſome conferences, and 
Chrithan exerciſes, But as for them(clucs, itis fic for men of 
their parentage, partes, and places, to (weare, and whore, and 
quaffe, and carouſe, and make a trade of carding, and dycing, 
theje be exerciſes chey take tobe agreeable to their education, 
and well beſceming their degree: and to ſomethat arc not (o 
much affeRed to theſe courſes, pride ir a chaine, as the Prophet Plz, 6, 
laith, and crueltie covereth thens a4 a garment : and others reſ1gne 
ouer th=mſclucs wholly to other manner of delights, that all 
of them lous nothing ſo much as liane, nor loath any thing fo - 
much as goodnes. 

q 114 apoore man, &c. Pouertic is no diſparagement tothe Dott.2, 
godly,nor wealth any preferment tothe wicked. 

Men are notto bee(teemed of according to their (tate, but 
their honeſtic and worthines. He began this chapter with the 


' ſame matter,an 1in thz firſt verſc,the ſame point is confirmed, 


where itis ſaid,that b:trer is the poore which walketh in h1s ypright= 

wes, then he that abuſeth his lippes,an41s a foole, And inthe tweltch pygy 14.46, 
chapter : the righteous is more excellent they his neighbour, And in 
Eccleſiaſtes : Better is 4 poore, and wiſe child, then an 014,and fooliſh Ecel.q.1 3; 
king, which will no wyre be admoniſhed, There is in appearance, 

great oddes betweene an old man, andachild ; betweene one 

that hath ſuch princely treaſures, and the other thatis ſobare 

and poore: betweene the high dignitic ofan ancient king, and 


the lowe abicRion of a povre boy : and yet if ſuch a meanc 
M 3 infcriour 


$ PROVERBS, Chap.tg. 


infcriour be wiſe and teachable, he is in better caſe by the teſti- 
mo = of this text, thea a mightic ſuperiour that is fooliſh and 
wiltull, 
Rea 1, Firit, God honourcth them that are vertuous, though 
poorc, with all preterments of parentage, as adopting them to 
b: his owne ctuldren: of dignitic, as aduancing them to be 
kings: of inheritance, as making them cohcires with his onely 
begotten ſonne zand he vilificth them that arc leaud and lin- 
full,chough wealthy,with al diſgraces,as reputing them fooles, 
and bond :nen,aad bealts. 

2 Secondly, he hath excrciſcdthe deareſt ofhis ſeruants with® 
pouertic, as Ely and Paul, and Chriſt himlclte, which he 
would neuer hauc done, if it could haus mide them vileand 
miſerable: and he hath beſtowed on the worlt of his cnemics 
the(c earthly riches, as on Achab, Ierrtoam, and Balhiztar, 
which they ſhould ncuer haue gotten,if they would hauc made $ 
them honourable and happie. Forthe vlcs, [ce chapter. 12. v. ; 


26.and the firſt verſe of this chapter, 


Verſe.2z. The feare of the Lord leadeth to life, and he that is 
inducd therewith , ſhall remaine ſatisfied, and ſhall not be viſited 
with ew, 


Te feare of the L974] (ound pictic and religion, a reue- 
reace of his maicltic, ioyncd with an vnfainced loue 
thereof,/ead-th ro life, is by gods free goodnes,according 

to his promiſe through /-/:@ Chrit, rewarded with a bleiled 
aid 4 comfortable life in this world, and a glorious, and ctcr- 
nall lite inthe world to come, and he that is enarwed therewith, 
ſhallrem un? (iti;fied:the man in whom this huly feare dwelleth, 
ſhall neither line in miſerable want, nor in feare or danger 
thereof, bur ball lod: ſatisfied, as the word [ignificth, ſhall con- 
ſtantly hauc comperent prouilion, in che night he ſhall not * o 
care for the day following, nor this day be doubttull how he F 
ſhall doc to morrow, but he by whoſe prouidece he is ſuſtained ; 
at one time, will notfaile to miniſter whatſocuer is necdfull at 
all times. ; 

And 
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Anl1 ſhall not be viſited with exill, ſhall nct be plagued witl: 
hurtfull calamitics,and yet ſometimes tried with ſharpe aduer- 
fities :and fo arc the two former promiles rouching life, and 
plentic, to be vnderſtoud, that chey are ſecured onely from a 
curſed death, or penury, which are puniſhments of linne, and 
lignes of Gods diſpleaſure, Os 
q Eucry godly man liueth aiwaics in (aferic of his life, An vn. 1294. 1. 
timely death ſhall neuer ouertake him,and a kindly death (hall 
neucr hurt him, but tranſport him toa better life. This is the 
current of all Gods promiſes, andthe (treame of his mercics 
runneth this way,and Chr:/t had lolt his fufcrings, and died in 
vaine, without any benefit to his people, it he had left them in 
a pcriſhable eftate, and not delivered them from the power of 
dcath, 

Conſolations of this nature were familiar with him, and 
flowed continually out of his gracious lippes: /am the re/ur- Tohbn,tx 25. 
reftion,and the life : he that beleeneth tn me, though he were dead, yet 26 
ſhall be line. An whoſoener lmeth,and beleeneth ime, ſhall neusy die, 
Perily,werily, [ſay unto you, he that heareth my word,and beleeneth in Tob,5,24: 
him that ſent me hath cn: rla$ting lh fo ard Fall not come into condens- 
nation. but hath paſſe from death mto fe. He 1s not the God of Luk, 20.38, 
the dead, bur of them which liuc: tor all liuc vato him, Sec 
chap.11. 19. 
q Shall remainelatisfhed, &c. Godlines procurcth ſutfcient Dodt;q. 
provilion for mens outward eſtates. 

Tre Lord doth not onely vndertake for theſaluation of his 
peoples ſoules,but he is allo prouident for their bodies, He that 
diligently, and principally /eeketh the kingdome of God, and his Mut, 6.32, 
righteonſnes, ſhall be (urc to haue all other needfull things, as 
foode, and apparcll, and the like, mm/ired vnto him, The Lord 
purpoſcth,as he promiſeth,and will: vndoubtedly pertorme it, 
when he ſaith, Feare ye the Lord ye his Saints : for nothing wanteth Vi 349,10, 
to them that fear: him, The liont doe lacke and uffer hunger,but they 
which ſeeke the L,rd [hall want nothing that is good. 

They are the children whom his prouidence doth fpecially Rea/cr, 
care for,and all others fare the better for theirſakes, And if our 


hcaucnly fathcr be ſo rich and bountifull to birds, and beaſts, 
and 
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and fiſhes, and ſcrpents, and wicked people, how much more 
will he excced in goodnes towards his owne ſonnes and 
daughters ? 

S-condly, godly men are induftrious and diligent in their 
callings, and ſotheir labours are bleticed vnto them , and their 
prudent frugalicie and thriftines make a way forthe increaſe of 
their ſubſtance and poſſeſſions. For adiligent hand maketh r4ch : 
and maell.ibour there 11 abundance, as diucrs texts of Scripture 
doteſtific, 

Thirdly, godlines bringeth contentment, and their minde is 
fatisficd with their allowance, be it much or, little, iuſtly jud- 
ging thatto be enough for them (for ſo God doth make it to 
be) which others would murmure at, as an incompetent, and 
too ſhorta pittance for their hungric appetites. /hawe learned 
ſaith Paul, mw what ſtate ſoener Iams, therewith to be content. And 1 

can be abaſed, and I can abound : enery where in all things, I am in- 
ferutted, both to be full, and tobe hungry, and to abound, and to hane 
wart. Sce chapter. 10.v.z. 

q Not wiſted nith emill, ec, Nothing that is hurcfull can befall 
any man that is godly, 

When pouertic would turneto his annoyance, he may be 
well aſſured that he ſhall neuer be poore : when ficknes would 
be noxious, and harmefull, his health ſhalbe continued : and 
the like may be ſaid, of diſgraces, of molcltations, of loile of 
friends,or whatſocuer may be incommodious vnto him. 

The teſtimonic of the Prophet, being in ſubſtance Gods 
promiſe,is of large extent,layingyttey that lowe thy lawe ſhall haue 
great proſperitie, and they ſhall hane none hart, And the (| pecch of 
Eliphasto lob, is of no ſmall force,when heſaith, He ſhall deliner 
thee in ſexe tronbles, andin the ſeuenth, the enill ſhall not touch thee, 
In famine, he ſhall deliuer thee from death : and in battell, fromthe 
power of th-ſword, Thou ſhalt be hid from the ſcourge of the tongue, 
ard thou ſhalt not be afr oide of deitruttionwhen it commeth. = 

Firſt, cuery one that fearcth the Lord, is greatly beloued of 
him, more then the deare(t child of the kindelt father, or the 
ſwcete(t babe of the tendereſt mother, his cyc is alwairs vigi- 
lant for their ſafetic, his watchtull prouidence continually 


guarding 
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guarding of them. He is neither he: dles ofthem in the day,nor 
{leepy in the night,nor remille in looking tothem atany time. 
Hee ſecth and fore-(ceth, becauſe he fore-appointeth all things 
that ſhall befall chem : he knoweth, and fore-knoweth , the c- 
uent of cucry thing that commeth to patſe, whether it will be 
helpfull,or hurtfull; whether it will be for their benefite,or hin- 
derance; whether it will be for their ſafetic, or perill ; their cre- 
ditc, orreproach; their peace,or trouble; their comfort,or for- 
rowe. NofuturectfeR can formerlic be hidden from him, be- 
cauſe hee hath not alonethe diſpoſing of ations, or of things 
that are to fall out, but likewile of theſucceile,and itſucs there- 
of Then conſider whether ithe likely that he will allow poy- 
ſon to be miniſtredro his darling in ſteed of Phylicke , when 
he is not ignorant that it would certainly kill him, or miſchicfe 
to light vpon the righteous for their deſtruRion, or to doe (0 
much as the lcalt harme vnto them, 

Secondly,the holic Angells are miniſtring ſpirits,attending 
onthe people of God , and their office is to looke well vnto 
them, cucric where,and at all times, ſo long as they ſcrue him : 
for ſo are they commanded by the Lord. Vnleile then they 
would become linfull againſt God, and turne diucls ( which 
they cannot doe,becauſe they ſtand by vertue of clertion)they 
malt needes befaithfull to Chrittians, and watchfull for their 
ſafctic. And therefore the ſpirit of God giueth his word for 
their fidelitie , and promiſcth to the godlic good proteRion 
and (afcgard by their minifteric, in this manner : There ſhall 
none enill come wnto thee , neuther ſhall ame plague come neere thy 
tabernacle. For hee ſhall gine h's Angells charge oxer thee, to keepe 
thee in all thy wayes, They ſhall beare thee in their hands , that thou 
hurt not thy foote againſt a ſtone, 

Inſtruction, toſet our ſclues to feare the Lord, and to ſeeke 
this celeſtiall grace abou all things , ſithence it hath ſuch 
worthie vertucs init, 

Will it be an Armour againſt weapons, a ſtorc-houſe againſt 
wants, a preſcruation againſt diſcaſes ,a deliucrer from death ? 
Will it worke our indemnitic, and ſaue vs harmleile from the 
poyſonand venome of paines and griefes,and loiles, and - all 
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ſortes of crolles , troubles, and afflitions ? why line wee ſo 
much without it, and may ſocalilic hauc it ? why make we no 
more reckoning of it, firhence it is ſo precious, profitable,and 
necellaric? 

Bclide the delire of Gods gloric and fauour, which ought 
principallic to beregarded : belide thereſpet of life cternall, 
which is moſt carneſtly to be ſought for : our health, our ſafe- 
tic,our peacc,our plentic,and cucry thing of this nature,might 
be forcible motiuesto allure vs to religion , ſecing the Lord is 
pleaſed to make it ſo benchiciall vato them, 

Conlolation to them who haue imbracel this holic feare 
of God, who faithfullic obey and pleafe him, they haue im- 
munitie , not from aduerhities : ( for fewe are afflicted with ſo 
manic troubles asthey are tried with : fewe ſo much depraucd, 
maligned, and moleſted asthey bee ) but from all plagues,and 
perils, and miſerics. 

They are alike afe in eucric place, cuen in the middes of 
cheirmortall cnemies, as amongtheir kindeſt friendes : and 
likewiſe atall ſcafons, as well when they are moſt praQtiſed a- 
gainſt, as when nothing is intended to their hurt : when they 
lie inthe bottome of aduerlitic , as when they lit in the toppe 
of proſpcritic, For theſe cannot ſeparate them from the loue 
of God, nor the hope of ſaluation, nor the conſcience of well- 
doing. 

And to conclude , wee knowe that all things worke tagether for 
the beft, to them that loxe God, (aith the Apollle, 


Verſe 24. The ſlothfull kideth his hand un his boſormne, and will 


wot put it to his mouth againe. 


Sg Alemon hath often tolde vs the nature and qualitic of the 
ſothfull,and the miſery and want,which of forcethey mult 

indurc, by meancsof their ſluggiſhnes,notwith(tanding be- 
cauſc the number of them doth daylic increaſe, and this hurt- 
full vice groweth flronger, and more violent in them, he con- 
tenteth not himſelfe with ſo manie aduertiſements, which hee 
hath alrcadic giucn vs, butto the cnde that wee may take mane 
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hecd of it, or clſe be more incxcuſable, and iudged worthie of 
greater penurie 2 he repeatcth here againe the milchicte that 
it workcth in him oucr whom it geiteth dominion, deſcribing 
the lame by an hyperbolicall, or cxccfſiue kind of ſpeaking, 

faying , that hee hideth his hand in his boſeme , not (ctting it to 
worke, but withhoiding it from labour , and wil/ net put it to his 
wonth againe: to auoyd the colde, and for louc of caſe, he hol- 
deth itin a warme place, and though the diſtance be but (mall 
betweene the bolome and the mouth, yet hee is vnwilling to 
bring it from the oneto the other , ſo much asto feede him- 
ſelfe : for though he doe it (cumpelled therevrto by neceſſt- 


tic ) yethe doth it with difficultic and grzefe, as it is (aide in an Prou,26.1g- 


other chapter. 

Not that hve ſetteth ſolittle by his meate; for none areſo 
hungrie aftcr honic, as the idle Drones : butit is a torment 
vnto them to rake anic paines for it: their delire is,that others 
ſhould traucll for them,and put their meatc into their mouthes 
alſo, if ſhame would permit it, 

So then , the hands of lazic perſons are as it- were bound 
with the louc of caſe , which they preferre before matters of 
profitc andnecellitic ; eſpeciallie concerning the ſoule , and 
the ſpirituall foodethereof , cucn the word of God ; whereby 
oucly it is to be ſuſtaincd, 


Verſe 25. Smite a ſcorner, that the fooliſh may beware : and 
reprooxe the prudent, and hee will wnderſtand knowledge. 


Qt) cither put todeath, if thou be a magiſtrate of that 
authoritic , and the cauſe {o require , or otherwiſe puniſh 
according to thy place, the/corner, a refractary perſon, him 
that contemneth and derideth all admenitions and inſtrufti- 
ons, one, of whome there is no hope of amendment : for a 
{corner is in the higheſt degree of tranſgrellion , that the foe- 
4h, ſuch asthrough ſimplicitic and ignorance are caricd fore- 
wards tocuill , beware , may be better brought co 8 light 
of their faults, and! the danger thercof,and penitently reforme 

their waycs, 
N 3 And 


Plales, 12, 
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And reproone the prudent , giue ancalic rebuke to him that 
hath wiſcdome , and hee will vnderfland knowledge : he ſhall not 
neede to be ſmitten, as the (corner, nor be brought to ſee 0- 
thers puniſhed, as the fooliſh , but an admonition or reproofe 
will ſufficicntlie worke vpon him , both for information and 
reformation. 
« Though obſtinate perſons be excluded from good counſlell, 
yet they are notto be exempted from due puniſhment. Hee 
that (aide before, Rebnbe not a corner, doth here commaund 
tO /mite a ſcorner : and this of Salomon, that ſtripes ſhould be 
laide vpo'1 him , is nothing contraric to that of Chys/? , that 
pearles ſhould not be calt before him, 

An injunction for this procceding, is expreſſely giuen by 
the Lord himſelfe inthe Lawe 3 That man that will doe preſump- 
twuſlic , not hearkening vato the Pri>i ( that ſt ind:th before the 
Lord thy Goa to miniſter there ) or unto the Iudze, that man ſhall 
ate, and thou ſhalt take away eu! from Iſraell, Ss a{ithe people ſhall 
heave, and feare, and doe no more preſumptuonſlic, 

Fir(t, the ruler ſtandeth charged with their crimes, vntill he 
hath diſcharged his dutic , by inflicting iuſt penaltic vpon 
them for the ſame. 

Secondlie, the place, ( whether it be familie, ifthe con« 
tempt be priuate, or towne,, or Countrey, according to the 
extent of the Gouernours iuriſdition, it the contumacic be 
publicke ) cannot well be purged from the guiltines of ſuch 
foule offences , without the puniſhment of the offenders. 
That of Deuteronomic prooucth it, ſaying, Tho» ſhalt rake a+ 
way euill from Iſrach. 

Thirdly , though the contemptuous perſon ſmitten,be no- 
thing bettered by it; but ſtand out deſperatelic, in his pertina« 
cious peruerſenes, yet their ſmart and ſhame, will be exempla- 
ric, and for example to others , as the forc-cited allegation 
doth witnelſe, having alſo an other ſentence of this booke 
conſenting with it , and ſaying , When the ſcorner is pmniſhed, hee 


Proveatutt, that i imple waxeth wiſe, &c. 


Fourthly, by the execution of Gods iuſtice vpon theſe 


DNR Rc 


Verſe 25. PROVERBS, 94 


ſtiffenecked and vnreclaimecable rebeiles, they are made leile 
inſolent, and triumphant in their wicked courles, they thall 
finde ſmall cauſe to glory in their ſucceiſes. Whereas through 
the want thercof,they growe arrogant,and audacious, and out- 
ragious,and take vpon them to be (trikers of others. 
Reproofe of then that arc too fauourablegtoo impudent,and 


godles {corners, giuing them libertic to liucas they lift, per- Fe. 


mitting them to goc,ruanc,ride,and flic forwards in all abomi- 
nable courſes,with impunicie, They may ielt,and make (port at 
the ſeruants, and all the ſcruices of the Lord : they may bla(- 
—_ the glorious name of God, with hideous, and horrible, 
trange,and new deuiſed oathes,as though the diucll himſclfe 
had taught them to (peake altogether in his language : they 
may not onely prophane the ſabbath, but moſt contemptu- 
oully, and with the greatelt deſpite trample vpon it : and fo 
likewiſc profetle, and (et vpthe trade of diſobedience, crueltic, 
impuritic, and all kinde of iniquitie, and yet who almolt is he 
that draweth ont the (ſword of his authoritie, either publicke 
or domelticall , co relift and (uppreiſe their execrable villa« 
nics. 
Many parents (© traine vp their children, that they are im- 
boldned by their example and allowance, to contemne all that 
God or man ſpeaketh again(t their ſenſuall and enormous be- 


| hauiour, And many maitters make their houſes kennels uf del- 


perate ruthans, and (tics of (winith drunkards, giuing them a 
collcration, or incouragement rather, to beray their families, 
with their impious, hlthy and vicious behaviour, Ob, Ir is 
bootles to correct them, there is no hope of their amend- 
ment,no (cueritic will (eruc the turne to tame chem. Anlw. Yet 
it is not bootles to obey God, who commandeth thee to /mite 
them : and he can turne their puniſhment to the probe of 0- 
thers, that they by the benefite thereof, may eſcape vnpuni- 
ſhed : and this is worth the paines, and this will oucrpoile all 
their murmurings, that thou doe(t diſcharge thy Jutic, righ- 
teouſnes is exerciſed by thine hand. The Lord plagueth many 
whom his plagues conuert not, and yet he (triketh not one 


ſtroke in vaine, becauſe his iultice is exalted, his name is ho- 
N ; noured, 
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noured,and his peoplearccither awed, orelſc comfortable by 
the ſame, 

That wiſe men muſt ſbmetimes be rebuked, and how vſc- 
tull it will be ynto them for increaſe of their graces, (ce chap« 
tcr,9.v.$.9. 


Verlc.26. A leand and ſhameful child, fpoyleth hu father, aud 


chaſeth away his mother. 


Leaud aud ſhameful child] one that is graccles,and giuen to 

riot, and other ſinfull waies, whereby his parents and 

friends arc made aſhamed, fpoileth his father, doth him as 
much harme, as if he brake into his houſe, and robbed him, or 
came as an open enemie to make ſpoile ofall that he hath : and 
many ſpare nottheir parents ſtate in dee, but cither filch away 
thcir goods, and ſet them in debt and arrcarcages, by their 
waſtfulnes, andchaſeth away his mother, (o alicnatcth her affei- 
on from him, by his rude and rebellious behauiour, that ſhe 
Aicth, as it were, his preſence, and is glad when ſhe is out of his 
ſight:& ſometime groweth tothat vnnaturall inhumanitic,and 
morethen barbarous and {auadge outrage, that he driueth her 
out of his preſence by rayling and bitter ſpeechrs, yeaexpel- 
leth her out of the houſe, and turneth her out of dovres, 
when once he commeth to his inheritance, See chap- 
tcr. 10.V.1, 


Verſe. 27. Leautoff, my ſonne, to heare any more the inſtruftion 
that cauſeth thee toerre from the words of knowledge. 


| B-- are off,my ſonne] though in former times when thou walk 
the diſciple of deceiuers, and the child of wiath, thy care 

was open,and readic to hearcſuch lctTons as poyſoned thy 
heart, yernow that thouart become the ſcholler of me wiſc- 
dome, and begottento be my child, as being Gods child, now 
delilt fromrhat hurtfull and pernicious courſe,ceaſe to heare any 
more the inſtruttion, that peſtilent and infeious counſell and 


doctrine, which is deliucred for inſtruQtis, & carrietha ſhew of 


truth 
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truth and wiſedome, and yet will cauſe thee rs ere from the 
word: of knowledge, either peruerting thy minde witherronious 
opinions, or corrupting thy heart with finfull affeRions, or 
deprauing thy waics with leaud and wicked behauiour, fo that 
cither thou ſhalt not vnaderftand rhe words of knowledge, the 
heaucnly doctrines of Gods holy word, whereby ſound know- 
ledge is obtained, or elſe wilt be inticed to tranſgreile 


them. 


q Whoſocuer will proceed conſtantly in the waies of God, De&@, 


muſt take heed of ſeducers. 

Our Sauiour /e/# Chriſt, giuing many picked and choiſe 
precepts for truc happines, in his ſermon on the mount, and 
vttering not a word, that tended not direAly thereunto, doth 
fingle out this as a matter of no ſmall importance, ſaying, Ze- 


ware of falſe prophets, which come to you m ſyrepes cloathing, bat in- Mat,,,1 o, 


wardly are rauening woules, And $. Pau/doth (tritly admoniſh 


the Epheſians, that they ſhould not be childrea waxering, and car- Eph.q.14. 


ried about with euery wind of doftrine, and by the decent of men, and 
with craftines whereby they lie in waite to decerne., 

That the word and ſpirit of God ſhould be the pilot of their 
conſciences, and not ſuffer their hearts, without ſterne, or 
ancre, to be committed tothe ſubtill blaſts of che falſe Apo- 
files: and like men of wiſedome and diſcretion, they thould 
keepe their ſtocke of grace and truth, and not like lillie boyes 
fall to gaming with rhe cogging corrupt teachers, and (o loſe 
their patrimonic, And S. Peter mingled precepts with promi- 
ſcs,to the three thoufand whom he conucrted together,teagh- 
ing them, not onely the way to ſaluation by faith in Chriſt, bue 
the meanes of perſcucrance in the ſame, with due care of 
them(ſclues, and to that end he belought them, and exhor- 


ted them, aying, Save your ſelues from thu froward genera- Atz.45, 


110”. 


Firſt, deceiuers are maruellous cunning, and wily in their Reaſ 1+ 


trade; the diucll hath taughtthem his art, and helpethalſo in 


' his ſervice, 


Thereisno caulc fo vile and bad, but they by painting and 


yarnithing of it,can make it ſceme very iult and good : neither 
Is 
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| is there any ſo equallandright, but they, by caſting the mire 


2 


Fe. 


of calumniations vpon it, can make it looke as though it were 
wrongfull and naught. Their ſpeeches are charmes and in- 
chantments, as the Apoltle ſaith, 9 fooli/h Galathians, who hath 
bewitched you, that ye ſhould not obey the truth ? 

When Ewe would giue care to Sathan, he made her belecue 
that the Lord himſclfc was not well minded towards her, and 
her husband, in reſtraining them rom eating of any fruit, and 
that he in good will did ſeeke their welfare, in perſwalling them 
totake their libertic,and breake his commandement. 


Secondly, mans nature is ſubic&to error,and his ſoule very | 


aptto be perucrted:flaxe,tinJder,and gunpowder, are not more 
readie for to take fire, then our hearts arc prone to take 
infeion. 

Reproofe of their temeritic and raſhnes, which being conh- 
dent of their owne wittes and ſtabilitic, aſſure themſclues that 
no fallacious ſophiſmes can beguile their minds, nor any allu- 
ring perſivalions ſhall moue their hearts : and therefore giue 
libertie to Brownilts, and Papiſts, and the moſt perilous cnc- 
mics of ſanQification to diſcharge all cheir ſhot againſt their 
naked brefts. Letchem ſay what they will againſt the goſpell 
of Chriſt, againſt the miniſteric of God, again(t the miniſters 
of God, againſt the worſhip of God, againſt the people of 
God,all ſhall be heard whatſocuer they ſay,Ob. But themſclucs 


hope of doing good, butnotin perill ofrecceiuing hurt, Anſwr. 


arc ſound and ſetlced in the truth, and therefore they arc in | 


0 


This is true, if they be ſufficiently qualified with gifts fit for | 


ſuch an imployment:ifthey haucacalling thereunto,the Lord 
ſetting them on worke: and if vpon the (ight and ſenſe of 
their owe corruptions, they ſceke aſſiſtance and preſeruation 
from heauen, otherwiſe they are like toworke no better a cure 
vpon others, then an healthy man doth by blowing vpon the 
diſcaſed, nor yet may expe better ſafctic tothemſclues, then 
he that is whole getteth from the breath ofthe infeted. How 
many profelling hoſtilitic againſt poperic,haue turned papiſts 
by reaſoning with papiſts? And how many are declined and 


fallen to Browniſme by taking vpon them to reduce the Brow- |. 


niſts ? 
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__C the ſhewers ofhurtfull conferences, which have almoſt cxtin- 

Vere uiſhed their zealc, and drawac them into many euill waies 

| in- which before they were afraid off, 

bath Inttruction to auoid ewill companie as much as we may, if =, 
we would not hauc cuill counſcil to annoy vs. A companion of 

cue fooles ſhall be made worſe, laith hegin the thirteenth chapter.v.zo, 

m_ where thou mailt ſce more concerning this vie. 

a 


Im 


". 


Verſc.28. A wicked witneſſe mocketh at indgement, and the 
wauth of the wngodly ſwallow: th wp iniquitie, 


rery | 
ore Ae witneſſe] a witneſle of Belial, as it is inthe Hebrew 
ake text, one that the diucll himſelfe, and his owne wicked 
dilpolition ſubborneth co pcriure and deale corruptly, 
nf1- meocketh at inagement, not onely giueth in falſc cuidence, bur * 
that | doth the ſame of ſet purpoſe, maliciouſly, and without any 
lu- Þ fare, making no more account cithcir of right cauſes,or of ma- 
5 giltrates thatare placed to execute iuſtice, or of God himſclfe 


that will puniſh falſe witneſſes, then of a icſt, or things to be 


heir | laughed at. And the mouth of the wngodly will (wallow v1 1r1quitie, 

pell This healleadgeth as arcaſon of that his vntruth and fa!ſc- 

ters hood ia witnes-bearing becauſe he is deſperately finfull and 

c of bad in all his behauiour. Hi worth, himſelfe vile wretch, yer 

ues | the mouth is mentioned becaulc ofthe allegoric, /wallowe th vp 

Ca mmignitie, COMmitreth all villainics, with as great delight and 

_ *| pleaſure,as drunkards doc ftrong drinke,or gluttons delicious 

_ mcates. 

ord A wicked perſon may eaſily be made a falſe witnefle, Defi. x. 
- of He that is diſordered in his ordinaric behauiour, will make : 
_ no bones to giucafalſete(timonic before the magiſtrate. /cz4- 

—_ bel had that in her head to helpe her husband with,ſo ſoone as 

_ euer ſhe knewe the cauſe of his paſſionate diſcontentment, and 

we yndertooke forthwith to bring Naborhevineyard to his hand : 

Ne 'Y for it ſeemeth that ſhe had made triall of ſuch mens ſeruice be- 

a 7 f forc that time: and therefore writcth to the elders and nobles 

= N of 1/racl, preſcribing whome they ſhould imploy, /onnes of 1.King.3.19. 


Os? Belial, vnthriftie perſons, dillolutcrake-hells : and what they 
: O ſhould 


Rea. 1. 


Ie. 


- 
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{hould apyoint them to lay, that Vahorh did blaſpheme God, 
and the king, not once making doubr, but that ſuch might 
quickly be prouided, and would in that manner be directed, 
and {oitfell outaccordingly. And the hie prie(ts,and other a4- 
ucrlarics of Chri/t knew well that fo many lcaud fellowes con- 
ucrling withthem, falſe witneiles were not farre to be ſought, 
nor hard to be found, but would be there preſent, and made 
rcadic tor their turne with fewe howres warning. 

Fir(t,all that liuc inordinately, and lead a wicked life, beare 
iuſtice a deadly grudge, for that ic iuſtly threatneth to cutte 
them off forthcir cue deſerts :and ſoalfo haue they aquarrell 
avain{t rightcous men, becauſethey difalowe their vnrighte- 
ous dealing: and cherefore when they preeend inſhewe to te{ti- 
he the truth, and to ſpeake their knowledge, they meanc in 
deed to bereuenged on their ayuerſarics, and to ſpeake againit 
the truth which they certainely knowe, 

Secondly, ſuch as maintaine the toule{t matter, are vſually 
the dearelt friends vnto them, as being not onely their fcl- 
lowes in the ſeruice of {inne, but cuen their brethren the 
ſonnes of Sathan: belides,that the tongue of the one ſortis ſet 
toſale foraprice, and the hand of the other is readieto hire it 
with wages. 

Thirdly, they are deſtitute of the feare of God, they dread 
no danger, they conclude of impuritie, or elſe they would not 
be (o licenticusin all the reſt oftheir waies, and what will they 
not yndertake then (when as it ſcemeth to them they may goe 
throngh ſtitch with it in (afctic) to hurt thcir furs, to heipe 
thcirfricnds,and greatly to benefite theinſciucs ? 

Inſtrution foriudges and all other gouernours to be very 
circum{pect in the choile of lurours, the admitlio of witnelles, 
and proceeding vpon the accuſations or deroſitions of diſſo- 
Jute perſons, vnletle other circumſtances doc confirme their 
teſtimonies. Andas little heede ſhould be giuen of cucry man, 
to their priuatetales and reports, which way ſo cuer they tend, 
whether tothe extolling of the wicked, or depraving of the 
godly : what is to be thought of Be/rals ſonne, but that as an 
obedicnt child,he will applic himſelfe to Bc/za/s buſines ? 

Hu 
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q His mouth ſixalloweth vp, 5c, The greater delight any man D972. 
taketh inlinning,the more gricuous a linner he is, 

Notorious and hainous otfcndoursarc thereby deſcribed in 
the tourch chapter almolt after the ſame manner as in this 
place, hut ſomewhat more largely, and clcarcly : They carne? 
ſleepe except they hare done emill, and th:1r ſleepe departeth, except 
they cauſe ſome 19 fall, For they eate the breade of wick:dres, and 
dr ink the wie of uiclence, And Zophar forctelling the plagues 
and miſcries chat are readie tvlay hands on a crucll man, and 
one that is ripe tcr dettruction,laith,that wickednes was [weete inlob.,z0,12 1; 
his mouth, ana he hiait under his tongue, and fauouredit, and would 
not ferſake it but ++ 5:1 11 cloſein hismonth. He tooke it for a daintie 
morlcll, and ted vpon it, and rcliſhed it ſo well, that he was wil- 
ling continually to be chewing of it. 

Firſt, the more delight a mantakethin ſinne, with greater Rear. 
ferucncie he loueth the ſame : and according to the louc that 
he bearcth thereunto, is his hatred and cnmitic againſt God, 
and his word, 

Secondly, his affe ion to wickednes conuinceth him to be 
carnall and flcſhly : for they that are after the fleſh ſanonr the 
things of the fleſh, Yea luch a oneis not onely ficihly, but fleſh 
it (elfe, in full proportion, which is odious and loathſc me to 
the Lord. For though they that haue the ſpirit doe ſometimes 
flippe into finnes, yet they hate them, and mourne forthem, 
andreiocenot inthem, 

Thirdly, his heart is the harder, and further from repen- f 
tance, by how much his luſt and detire is more fatisficd in 
euill : it argucth that men ave paſt feeling, and remerſe, when 
they giue themſelues to works wickednes with greedines, See chap- Ephzſ.4.19, 
tcr,10.23, 
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Ro,s. 5, 


Verſe.29. But ind4gements are prepared for theſe ſcorners, and 
ſtripes for the backe of fooles, 


He behauiour of theſe contemptuous perſons was decla- 
red in the former ſentence, and their recompence fol- 
loweth inthis ; forall their cunning and ſcorning ſpee- 

O 2 s 


Mat 25.41- 
Ifay. 32-33» 


Doh, 
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ches, indg-ments, puniſhments, many, and of diuers ſores : for 
the plurall number notech the multitude and varictic of them: 
are prepared for ſcorners, not oacly appointed, but rcadic to be 
exccuted vpon them, either by the magiſtrate, or cil* by the 
Lord himſfelfc, in this life, or iathat which is to come, or in 
both. 41d /tripes for the backs of fooles, (harpe and (cucre plagues, 
reſembled by the ſcourging of hondmen, arc in a rcadines 
both tor the ſoules and bodies of cheſe malicious and incorr i- 
giblcfoales, which ſhall not lightly be chaſtened, but greeuoul- 
ly, and cxtreanely tormented, to their deſtruction. For the 
preparation doth argue ſoine exquiſite torture,as fire prepared 


for the diucll and his Angels; and Topher preparcd of old for- 


that curſed kingof Aſſur, &c. 


« Though liafull men deride the words of God, yetthey cane. 


not eſcape the execution ofthem, 
The letle account they make ofthe, the more ſpee- 
dily,and fearctully they ſhalbe plagued for their 
contempt,as will better appearc in the firſt 
chapter. 
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CHAPTER. XX, 


Verle 1, Wine is a mocker, and ftrong drinke is raging , and wha« 
former #5 deceined thereby , ſpall not be wiſe. 


SY} Ine needleſlic, or immoderately taken , is 4 
(*/ 1 mocker, maketh him a mocker which intcm « 


</2) peratel y abuſeth it: & ftrong drinbe 14 CLLUT A 
p [ cauſcth them that are ouer-gone therewith, 
Q to brawle, contend, breake forth into out= 
8. rage, and goc together by the cares, And 
SJ whoſoener 1 deceined by it , inticed by the co* 
lour,or taſt of it,to exceed 1n it,by driiixing 
too often,or too much, hal/nor he wile : cither with divine wile» 
dome,or humanc,but ſhew himſelfe a foole,and reape the fruit 
of his follic. 
þ They that giue themſclues to drunkennelle , doe calt them- py ,q 
elucs into manic miſchicfes. 


The woe, the /orrow,the murmuring , the rednes of ey27, and O- Prov, 22-26 


ther cuils reckoned vp, inthe three and twentieth Chapter tol- 
lowing,doe manifeſt this, and our preſent Text,Joth y-elde vs 
arguments cavugh, and (trong enough, for further proote of 
the lame. 

O 3- A$-. 
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1, Cor. 6.10, 


F/e, 
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As firſt, they are made mockers, they ſcurrilly in their cups 
fall to ic{ting atzand deriding of others,but in ſuch abſurd man- 

ner they doe it, that they make themſelues ridiculous, and a 
ic{ting ftocke toall. Andin time, hauing hardned their harts, 
through the cuſtome of ſofoule a finne, they growe to be im- 
pious {corners of religion, and bitter deſpiſcrs of Gods faith- 
full fcruants : as Dawmd complained that the drankardes made 
Songs of kr, and became malicious perſecuters, . 

And lect it be conlidered whether anic one kind of people be 
more impious & impudent blaſphemers, and dducrariei to all 
picty,then they whole greatelt traucls abroade,arc to Taucrns, 
and tipling-houfes, and ordinarieexerciſesat home, to drinke 
hcealths, and ſhew their man-hood, nay worſe then bealt-hood 
in ſubduing their fellowes with force of the flagon,and offering 
ſacrifice to Fark zee in the Cellar. 

Sccon4dlie, they are made furious, and ragefull, being infla- 
med with the liquor which boyleth within them : and hence 
proceede thoſe murmurings,thole contentions, and thoſe neealeſſe 
wo1nds, whicitare ſpecified in the other chapter, Drunken quar- 
rcils are common almoſt at all drunken meetings, & the origi- 
nall of moſt fraycs,will be found to be among many carrowſles, 

They are made fooliſh,for as Hoſea laith, mime, new wie, do 
takeaway their heart,bereauing them of meete difcretion, and 
good defires, by meanes whereof, they ſhewe themſclues to be 
both (illic & finfull, Their braines arc drowned,thcir witt-sarc 
dulled,their vnder(tandings decaved, & their whole ſoules fil- 
led full of luſts,& leaud affeQtions. And to proceed. yet further, 
to other effes ot their Foolianes.they bring dilcalcs vpotheir 
bodics, they bring neceſhitic vpon their eſtates, they bring re- 
proch ypon their names ,they bring confulion into their hou- 
ſes,they Oring the curſe of God vpon themſclucsin euery thing 


here. & {top vp their owne way from cuerlaſting life hereafter. 


For Drunkards are in the number of thoſe v1riohbreows, which 

the Scripture fſait!1, all not inherit the kingdome of God. 
Inſtrutionto bethe more afraid of this ſin , becauſe itisſo 

pernicious, & to look aarrowly to ourſclues,that we be not ſur- 


prilcd by it, becauſcit is ſo deceitfull : for to innumerable =_ 
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be ſecure and carclesthereof,it prooucth avenemous ſerpent, 
as well for craftas cruelti-. It came ſtealing vpon Vee, (whom 
all the world could not ſeducc)and birt him fo,as ttt his wicked 
ſonne Chaminſulted oner him,and his godly ſonnes Shem and 
Taphet, were ſorie toffee himin fuch a cale. Wherefore our Sa- 
uiour by way of a cavea ,doth preſcribe one preſeruatiue againlt 
it,and that is a prouident care,& conſtant circumipeAion,that 
wefall not intoit, ſaving, T.ike hee! to your ſelnes, leaſt at any time 
Jour hearts be oppreſſed with ſurfettng and arunkennes. W hich 
doth admoniſh vs to be warie,what companie we frequent, or 
elſe, we arc altogether heedlelle of our owne fafctie: tor com- 
monly the ainbuſkes of this vice,whereby ſo many are ciucum- 
ucnted, doe lic in contagious companie. 

Neither will it ſuthce thee to decline the ſocictic of them 
thatare of bad note, but thou mult be watchfull alſo oucr thy 
ſelfe, and thy appetite,in feaſting with men of better account z 
Diuers are wounded wherethey ſuſpected no perill, and manie 
ouercharged with prouocations and heaiths,v cre nothing in 
ſhewe,but ſobriciie is profetled, 2s it is a ſhame for the one to 
make ſuch vndecent challenges, fo it is neither diſyr2ce to re- 
fuſe them,nor d:ſcurtefic not toanſwere them, And Saint Par 
doth adde yet an other preſcruatiue to the former , and giueth 
d-retion how we inay keepe our bodies from thisintemperan- 
cic, and that is , by (toring cur (clues with grace , which will 


Luk 21:34- 


furely defend the whole man. Be nor drnnken ( ſaith hee ) withEph, 5.18. 


wine, wherem is exce({[e, but be filled with the ſpirit, c, 


Verſe 2. The feare of the King ts like the rearmg of # Lyon : he 
that proxoketh him to anger, finneth againſt his owne /oule, 


H: fearesf the King .*) his wrath , which (triketh a terrour 

intothcir hearts, with whom hee ſheweth himmſcltc often- 

ded)ts like the roaring of a Lyen,veric feartull & dangeroug: 
heethat pronoketh him to anver , which incurreth his indigns» 
tion by diſobedience, oranie ill demeanour , /izn«1h ag 1in/t his - 
owne /oxle : not onely defileth hisſoule, with the tritgre/lion of 
Gods holic Lawe, but putteth his life 1n great peri!l,and expo- 


ſcththe ſlametothe ſentence of death, Sce chap. 46, 14. 
Vert. z, 
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Verſe 3. It i« an honony for a man to ceaſe from ſtrife , but ency;- 
foole will be medling, 


T i5an hononr for 4 manJit maketh for his praiſe,and procureth 
Tei tongues and harts of men to giue him a goodreltimonie, 
tO ceaſe from ſ/rifeerthier nottoenter into it at all,if vpo good 
conditions,w.chout wrong to luſtice,or righteous cauſes nicet 
to be maintain<d, he may be freed from it, orcllc to break off, 
and put an endthercto, with as much celeritic as may be con- 
uenient : but 2c) foole will be medling :(uch as are vnwile on the 
other 11.'s, doe loue contentions,and delight to be [tirring and 
ftr.uing vpon euery light occalion, Thus {tandeththe oppo- 
fition: It is a mans honour to ceaſe from (trifc, and cucry wile 
man will indeuour tokeepe himlelfe quiet : but is a mans rc- 

proach to be contentious, yet euery foole will be medling. 
© it is a laudable vertueto be of a quiet diſpolition,& to auoyd 
contentions, When God faith it is for a mans honour,we may 
well concludethat he is truely honorable,in whome that grace 
is fou:1d : for the Lord giueth not his tc{timonic as manic men 
do,for faſhions ſake,as a meere complement, Eſpecially,when 
he doubleth the ſame,as he doth forthis poirit : for theſe words 
here,that it xs a mans honoxr to ceaſe fro [irife, donothing differ in 
(ſenſe from theſe clſc-where,that Ht ts 4 mans glorie to pſec e by an of- 
fence, And if they be pronounced bleſſed by the Sonne of God, 
which arc peace-makers,and compolecontroucrſies betweene 0- 
thers,then they are noleſſe,which be peace-keepers & as much 

as intaemlycth, abandon all controuecrl(ics them(clues, 
Firſt, there is a concurrence,and vnion of manic excellent 
vertues in thoſe which delight to be peaccable: as wildome,be- 
cauſcit is the propertic of foolesto be wrangling: & humilitic, 
becauſe 8ncly by pride,man maketh conterions : & fortitude,becaule 
, no manattaineth to this,but by conqueſt of himſelfe,c+ he that 
> (ubdacth his own: min4e,us better then he that winneth a Citie. NCi- 
ther do men grow to be ſuch,by a-1aturall valure,humilitie, or 
wiſcdome,but ſpirituall & heauen'y,as it is ſaid concerning one 
of theſe, & to be vnderſtood of al',the wiſedomse that is from abone, 

5 peaceable, gentle, eaſe tobe emtre, ed, Fe. 
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Secondly, great and admirable is the benefit that proceedeth 
from Peace and Concord , and manifold miſchietes here bypre- 
uented : The heart hath more reſt , the State hath more ſatetie, 
the credit is better preſerued , then by brawles , and ſuites , and 
needlefle oppolitions , which doc interrupt all Godly and Chri- 
tian meditations and cxerciles, and cauſe much vncharitable 
dealing , vexations, expenſes, and infamy , in ſo much that he 
comparcth the beginning of (trite to a breach made in the Sea 
banke , where through the waters breake, and drowne vp a 
whole Country. See Chap. 17. v. 14. and 13. v. 10. Dot, 2, 


Verf. 4. The ſlonthfull will not plowe becauſe of Winter , where. 
fore he ſhall begge i Sommer and hane nothing. 


He flouth/ull will not plowe beeauſe of Winter,] Here is a de- 

{cription of a tender and fearetull ſluggard, In deede win- 
rer is colde, and the weather then ſometimes biting, bur yer it is 
a ſeaſon meete for plowing , which becaule the aire is nipping 
and ſharp, he letteth alene,by which manner of ſpeech is meant, 
that a ſmall matter will eaſily (tay an idle perſon trom following 
his calling , Wherefore he ſhall begge , ſhall be driuen to ſecke re- 
liefe at other mens hands, ir Sommer,in haruelt when his neigh- 
bours that tooke paines in due time , arc reaping of their com« 
modities , andinioy plenty, which will be the greater eye-ſore 
and harts-yricfe ynto him, becauſe it is in the nature of ſluggards 
to be cnuious, aud hane n9thmg-heſheweth the cauſe of his beg. 
ging, namely penury and neede, when all his ſubttance is confit- 
med : and ſometimes it falleth out alſo by Gods righteous pro- 
uidence, to be the lucceſle of his begging , that no man ſhall be 
moued with compattion towardes him, to miniſter any , or ar 
lealt ſufficient foode or apparell vito him. 
© Light occaſions will hinder carelefle men from the doing of 


 neceflary durics, 


It was ſaid in the former Chapter verſ. 24. that it was more 
then the ſlouthfull was willing to doe, to plucke his hand out of 
his boſome, and put it to his mouth againe, 


© Wherefore he ſhalt begge, &c, He that will take his caſe when 
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he ought nor, ſhall feele miſery when he would not, 
Verſ. 5, The connſaile in the hart of 3 20:1 t; lhe deepe water 
but a man of underſtanding will araw i ont, 


Fe co:n:ſaile in the hart of 2 m1. ] the ſecret intent of his 

minde and purpoſe ot nis hart, which 7s {ihe doope Waters, 
by ſome diuers times fo cunni! nely hidden. & clolely conccaled in 
the ſecret corners and bottome « of the ſoule that it is a hard mat- 
tcr to lound or perceiue the ſame, But 2 man of widerſtc; ding 
will draw it ont , he that is indued with witdome and diſcretion, 
will difcoucr ang apprehend what practiſes are im hand, and 
what mares are like to be attempted, So it commethto paſle 
ontcen, but not alwaies, nor neceſhrily, becauſe good ten are 
rot ſcldome circumuented by the wiles and crafty deuiles of the 
wicked, 
« Malicious m2n haue further reaches and plots'in their heads 
then the world knoweth of, 

Be avalint Sonne in law , ſaith Saul to Danid , and febe the 
Lordes battales , an :a I will gene thee my Darghter toIWife : bur 
Saul choxght, faith tae Text, my hand jh. ulnot be wpo#i him, but the 
hands of th e Philiſtines ſhall be vpon him, Andagaine, [ deſire ne 
dowry fir my D anghter, faith he, but an hmareth Ere-rhins af the 
Philiſt;nes to be anenged on the Kinges enimies : but what moued 
him to offer {ſuch great kindnes vuto Dania? Why, Saul thought 
faiththe holy Gh oft, ro make Dauid fall intothe handes of the 
Philiſtines, When 7, alom had a minde to raile a rebellion 
at Heb;on , andto conſpire againſt the State and lite of the King 
[vis owne Farher , what pretence had he of goingthither, and 
crawing company vato him ? He had forfooth, a vow to be PCr= 
formed at Hebron , and that withas much d euotion, and great 
ſolemnity as might be, When Herode had a full reſolution to 
GC tO Bethlchem, that he might murther Teſiss Chrift , he deti- 
rcth to be informed of the wiſemen where he might be {ure to 
finde him, tothe end that he might repaire to the place, ard 
worſr-p Dim, 

t aſt, corrupt nature hath poyſoned the harts of allmen vnre- 

generate 
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Verf. 5. 
generate with guile and ſubtlety in ſuch ſort as that the Propher 
maketh a gricuous complaint thereof, ſaying, The har: rs deceit- 
fall and wicked abone all thinges , who can know it ? Neither arc 
Gods owne people , nonot the belt of them free from that ve- 
nome of hidden craft lurking ſecretly in their ſoules , whereby 
rhemſclues are many times beguiled, Did Dad once dream, 
or had the leaſt doubtrhat he ſhould be to farre carryed away 
with wanton lookes, and wicked lutts , as thereby to tall into fo 
foule adultery, and murder? And would Peter belceuc, though 
Chr:# did ſpeake it, that there would be found ſuch cowardite in 
him, that he ſhould forſake and for-ſweare his owne Maſter, 
whome he bragged to much that he would (and to fo manfully, 
and dye with ? 

Secondly, malice doth alwaies beare craft and falſe-hood 
with it, making ſemblance of one thing , and minding another, 
neuer hauing keener purpoſes with edges of twordes,then when 
they giue {weeteſt ſpeeches with ſmoothneſle of oyle. Joab 
would imbrace eAbner , and Amaſa , when he intended to ſlay 
them, and [nudes would ncedes kifle our Samonr Chriſt, when his 
purpoſe was to betray him. 

Thirdly, Sathan doth infpire, and learne them his skill of de- 
ccit, becauſe they are in hand with his worke of miſchicte, By 
the ſame meanes wherby he proceedeth and ſecmeth to proſper 
in his owne hclliſh attempts, he informeth them to manage 
theirs , 

Inſtru&ion to ſhake off this ſinne of guile and diſſimvlation, 
and l-t our harts be apert and ſingle, though not indiſcreet, and 
too ſ1mple. For two extremities are with greathcedctulneſle to 
be auoided, that we neither be decciuers , nor negligently ſuffer 
our ſclues to be decciued :that we be not hke greene quagmires 
to intice others into our daunger, nor like ſecly Birds for a baite 
to caſt our ſclues into other mens nets. It is not alwaics ſafe to 
wade in {till waters whichrunne ſoftly, becauſe they often proue 
very deepe,neither is it wiſdome to truſt to faire ſhewes of faith- 
fulneſle , becauſe they are found diuers times to be deceitfull, It 
was a barbarous treachery of 1/hmael the Sonuc of Nethaniah 
{0 fraudulently to ſurprize and maſſacre that charitable G ___ 
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and his company , who little ſuſpeRed any perill from him : and 
it was too much ſecurity of Gedaliahnot to militrult //bmacl, e- 
ſpecially being forewarned by Jeh,man ot the practiſe m hand, 
and the purpoſe of his comming, : 

But a mn of underſtanding, &c, There be none ſo crafty, but 
others may be as wile to ſift them, 

Fiſhes by lone lines or nets are drawne from the bottome of 
Riuers : ad Marriners with their plum:nets vſe to found the 
depth of the Sea it ſelfe, and no mans hart is vtterly bottomeles, 
though it be farre and hard to peirce to the Dottome thereot, 
They that preached Chriff of enuy , would not tell the people 
\what was the motiue of their preaching , and yet Paul was able 
to Gilcoucr it, And they that heard Ezechyel fo negligently 
without conſcience of obeyiay , profeſſed not their worldly at- 
fections, that their harts went atter their couetouſneſle;(for they 
cam? to him, as people vſed to come, they fate before him, they 
heard his wordes, and praiſed his ſermons) yet Ezechrel con!{d 
comincethem of nypocrihe. 

Fir{t, the Lord himfelfe knowethall their intents, thoughts, 
and imaginations, and who ſhall inioyne him to keepe their 
counl2iles, 2nd not diſcloſe them? 

Secondiy, he hath variety of meanes whereby he doeth im- 
part to his people the plots and praCtiſes of impoſtors, direting 
them {omcrimes by ordinary rules to detect them, as by parling 
1th them, and propounding queltions vatothemzand ſeriouſly 
udging. of their ſpeeches and anf{weres : and fo by obſeruation 
ct rheir.ceftures, of their countenance, &c, which now and 
then bewray the miſchiete which they conceine in their mindes, 
And ſometimes by extraordinary reuclation, as Jeremy confel. 
(cth, ſaying, The Lord hath taught me, and I know it , cucn then 
: ou l:ewedſt me their prathiſes, But I was like a Lambe , or Bul- 
loche that was brought to the ſlaughter , aud I knew not that they 
hd dewiſedthus aganſt me, ſaying , let vs deſtroy the treew:th the 
fret thereof, and cut him out of the Land of the linms , tht his 
nome may be no more in memory, As craftily as Terobooms lad 
conrriued the matter, to ſend his wife diſguiſed to ,4by2h the 
Prophet, yet eAbyah informed by the Lord knew who ſhee 

was. 
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was, and why ſhee came, before ſhee ſet a foote within his dore, 
In like manner was Geheſt found out by Elipah , and eAnamnias 
with Sapphyra by Peter, and others by other ofhis ſeruants, 
In{truction to imbrace this wiſdome and vnde rrttanding which 
will deſcrye the traines of our aduerfaries, and pre ucnt their 
fetches, that they cannot preuaile againſt vs, It went to the hart 
of Saul to be fo oftendefeated of his purpoſes 2gaintt Dazed, 
that he could neuer ſucceede to make a diſpatch of him : and 
hat was the let and impediment ? The watchtull eye, and 
mighty hand of God, which was alwaies his ſhield, and preſent 
refuge, but meanes there were belide,which Saul in diſcontent- 
ment ©declarethint! ie worſt manner, faying , He is ſubtile and 
crafty : and Dauid in thanketulne le acknowlecocth inthe bet}, 
laying , By thy Commanudements thou haſt made me wiſer then 
92116 [LY 
Terrour for them that harbour cuill thoughts and afteQRions 
in thcir harts,for they are alwaies in danger to ) be difinasked and 
laide open to infamy and ſhame, for their faile-hood and lewd- 
nefle :no-art can preicrue them from reproch and contempr, they 
daunce jn a net when they ſeeme to dealc moſt cloſely, And ifa 
wile man can efpie a diſſembler now in this world, when the one 
hath to many couerings to hide him, and the other ſo great 
dimneſle of fight to hinder him, ſhall not all guilefull perſons 
inuch more be found out,and expoſcd to cont fulion in the world 
to come, aud at the day of the Lord, when al} their cogitations 
and courſes {hall be fript naked , and all eyes moi clearely be. 
hold them ? when the ludge of the quicke and the dead ſhall in- 
dict and arr2igne them, before that great and generall aſſembly 
both of Men and Angels, and bring all their wayes to light and 
wdgement ? 


Verl, 6, any men will boaſt every one of his goodneſſe , but 
who ſhall finde a faithfull man ? 


Any men,' Proude and vaine-glorious perſons which are 
many, Will boaſt every one 0 [bis goodneſſe, wil publiſh and 


ſet abcoade the commendable qualities which they take to be in 
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themſelues, and the kindneſle and benefits which they performe 
to others : but who can finde a faithfillman ? The interrogation 
doth import an impoſſibility, that faithful men are not only rare, 
bur none at all : yet his meaning is not abſolutely that there are 
none faithfull (for that would contradi&t other Scriptures, which 
haue teflified of the vprightneſle of ſundry good men by name, 
and deſcribed the integrity of others which are not particularly 
mentioned) but that among theſe braggers, which are ſo fore- 
ward to magnifie themſclues , and celebrate their owne praiſes, 
there is not oxe faithfill man to be found , which doeth good 
with a good conſcience , in finglenefle of hart rowardes God, 
and louc and compaſſion to his brethren. 
C The beſt workes of vofaithfull men be of no valew with God. 
They are highly conceited of that which they doe , whereas he 
little paſſeth for that, but rather obſerueth what ones they are, 
Hen nener gather Grapes of Thornes , nor Figs of Thiſtles, eA 
go0d Tree cannot brmg forth enill fruit , nenher can an enill Tree 
bring forth good fruit, The Phariſees were knowne both in Ieru- 
{alem, and through out all the land, to giue much almefleto the 
poore, to faſt, to pray, to doe diuers thinges which the world 
admired, and for the ſame had them in great eſtimation , and yet 
becauſe the men were naught, and their harts were naught, all 
thole glorious painted workes were finnefull and loathfome, 
Our Sauiour telleth vs of many that will ſeeke acquaintance of 
him, for prophecying mm his name , and caſting ont of Denils by his 
name , and doing many great workes in his name : and yet he will 
profeſſe that henener knew them, but bidde them depart from him, 
a5 being workers of iniquity. | 

Firſt, whatſoeuer proceedeth from an vnregenerate and fleſh- 
ly man, muſt needes be corrupt as a worke of the fleſh, and con- 
{equently vnſauoury and finnefull, 

Secondly , all the workes of the wicked doe want good ſeca- 
ſoning by faith, and Chrittian loue , without which cucry thing 
is diſtaftfull to God how deleRable ſocuer it ſeemeth to men, 

Thirdly, the harts of hypocrites and graceleſle men, by occa- 
lion of any good which they performe , are much putt vp with 
pride , and io made the worle by good aRions , as here "TH 

reth 
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reth by the boaſtes which they make of their goodneſſle : and by Iz4.18.v.11.12 
the example of the Pharile glorying how iuft he was, how much 
he gave , how often he fafted , and what duties he diſcharged ? 
whereas enery good ſeruice vprightly performed by the Godly, 
wili cauſe them the more to tee their ynworthineſle, and to be 
humbled. When Damrd and his ſubiects had liberally contribu- 
ted towardes the building , and beautifying of the Temple, he 
breakcth out into the praiſes of the Lord, and debaſement af 
himſelfe, and his, faying , Who am I, and what is my people that 1.Chre.29.4.14, 
we ſhould be able to offer willingly after this ſort ? fir all thmgs come 
of thee, and of thme owne hand hane we ginen them. When Iſaiah 
had vſcd his lips and his rongue,, as faithfully as he could in the 
miniſtery of God, and for the benetit of the Church, yet at the 
ſight of God's glory, and his owne vilenefle he cryeth out, Woe 74.6. vel. 5, 
is me, for I am vnaoze, becauſe I im a man of polinted /, ps, 
InftruQion to take heede to thy ele in all thy wayes, that V{c. 
thy integrity rather commend thy actions to Gods eyes, then 
that thy tongue ſhould extoll them to mens eares : and let thy 
good workes be alwaies well done, ifluing from a ſincere atte- 
Etion,and an heart purged by faith, that the ſtreames may bee 
more cleare and acceptable,tor the purity of the fountaine, He 
that indeede is faithful , and out of his faithfulneſſe dooth apply 
himſelfe to be fruitfull, ſhall not necde Pharifaically to publiſh 
his vertues to allthe towne: for Jeſus Chrift in due time will 
proclaime the ſame to all the world : and in the meane time 
cauſe their goodneſle fo to be regarded of them that be good, 
that the lcfle praiſe they ſceke , the more they ſhall finde, and 
that reucrence which they neither aimed at, nor locked for,fhall 
without their ſuing or ſecking be offered vnto them. He that is 
ſound in his ſoule , and vpright in his dealing cannor be without 
honour , whoſoeuer he de that depraueth him : and euery one 
that is hollow harted ard wicked , ſhall beare the ſhame of his 
iniquity, what pretenſes ſoeuer he maketh of mercy, iuſtice, and 
piety , and how many ſoeucr applaude him : whomeſocuer the 
Lord ſceth to be naught, he reputcth for naught, and will ſhew 
to benaught, and after a ſeaſon bring him to naught, 
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Verſ. 7. He which watketh in his wprightneſſe 1s init : and 
bleſſed ſhall his children. be after him. 


E which walketh in his wprightneſſe,] that without diſſumu- 

lation, conllantly indeuoureth to obcy the will of God, 
labouring to know all that the Lord requireth at his hand, and 
2\much as he can performe, al that he knowerth , and that with 
deſire to glorifie him , and likewiſe with hope to be rewarded 
himlelfe, 7s 1#/?,perteRly righteous by the merits ot Chriſt with- 
out him, and rightcous by the worke of Gods holy ſpirit within 
him : And bleſſed ſhall his children be after han, It ſhall both goe 
well with himſelte while he liueth, (for ſo much is intended in 
this ſentence, though not expreſly mentioned) and with his po- 
Nerity alſo who ſhall ſucceede him. So doth he vlually blefie bis 
ſeruanrs, but not at alltimes, ſome being otherwite recompen- 
ſed, and notin this manner : for many Godly men haue no chil- 
dren at all, and others leaue ſuch behinde them, as proue vnhap- 
py and gracelefle. 
CE Whoſocuer is fincere and honeſt, the ſame man is alſo righ- 
teous, He that exerciſcth the behauiour of iuſtice ſhall inioy 
both the comfort and credit of being iuft , notwithſtanding he 
be not free from faults and infirmities, St. oh vndertaketh to 
make this good, and layeth it downe as an infallible verity, ſay. 
ing, Little children , let no man deceine yon , he that doeth righte- 
onſneſſe is righteous, Tikewife Danid inthe Plalmes , according 
as Salomon doth here, maketh the juſt and faithful! ro be all one 
in that his conſolatory acclamation : Be gladde yee right eons, ard 
rejoyce in the Lord, beiorfull all yee that are wpright m hart. But 
what can be clearer then Gods owne teſtimony tor ob, and that 
to the Deuill, his moſt mortall aduerſary ? Haf? thorn not conſide- 
red my ſernant lob, how none is like him in the earth ? An wpright 
and inſt man one that feareth God and eſcheweth cull, 

Firſt, there is ncuer vprighrneſle of hart and bchauiour , but 
where finnes are pardoned, and who will take vpon him to 
charge that man with vnrighteouſneſle, how great an oftendou: 
ſocucr he hath formerly beene, whoſe iniquitics the Lord hath 
remirted ? 


Secondly, 
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Secondly,as he is fully righteous which hath fulneſſe of grace, 2, 
ſo 13 eucry one more or Tefle righteous according to the degrees 
- his grace, {o as the (malleſ(t meaſure thereof doth denominate, 

nd nr eucry one with the title of a juſt man , if ir properly 
proceede fromthe holy Ghoſt, and be in truth the fruit of the 
ſpir r. 

Toirdly, were it not that all the Godly were verily righteous, 
they could | hauc no place in the mylticall body of [ſus Chr # : 
for what correſponde ncy would there be betiweene the head 
which is abſolutely iult, and the reſt of the members vtrerly vn- 
int, Neither would there be any mcete proportion , but a di- 
rect oppolition betw eene member and member,be _ cene thole 
which ace wholly holy aboue in the heauens, aid ſuch as are 
meerely vaholy beneath in the earth, Theſe parts wou'd ao bet- 
ter accord together, then thoſe of the Image which Nebnchad- 
nezz.r beheld in his dreame , whole he. 1d was of fire gold, his Dan, 3.verſ.3%. 
breaſt ard his armes of ſilner , ' Gi belly and thighes af braſſe , bis 
lerges of yron, .d his feete part of yroz, and part of cly. 

*Fourthly, no happineſle belongeth to any tlaung to the juſt,ir 4 
15 their portion peculiarly reſerucd for them, aad then conſe- 
quently it followeth that eucry true h arced man, of vertuous be- 
hauiour is vndoubtedly righieous 2 for b/--d are they that are Pſal,t1g.v.t,2, 
wpright in their way , and walke ws th: law of the Lord. Bleſſed are 
they that heepe his teſtimonies , and ſeeke hy wuh their whole hart. 

Conſolation for poore Chrittans much clogged and yoaked V[e. 
with corruptions and in{irmities, v1 hoſe deſires of W eldoing are 
reliſted by Sathan, ard {: ancfull nature, thatthough their eni- 
mies hinder them from-the performa: ice of many righteous 
workes , yet they cannot diſable them from being righteous 
people : they ſh1ll neuer beab!e ro (lay Gods hand £ rom giuing 
them grace to make them) tuſt, nor to ſtopp e lus mouth trom 
ycelding his teſtimony, and acknowlecging them to be iult, 

Their faults are to be rebuked and repe need tor, as being brea«- 
ches of Gods law, and hurtfull to their ow ne ſoules, and ſome- 
timcs ſcandalous to others, bur yer the! "y makenotan wllity of 
thcir faithfulneſle, neither doth the Lore diſclaime them for the 
fame. David had his flips and frailties , and failed of duty in di- 
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uers matters , a5 in his paſſionate heate purpoſing and ſwearing 
to deſtroy rabals whole family : in paſſing ſucha rafh ſentence 
againtt CAL phiboſheth , to paſſe away all his maintamance fron? 
xy : ir being too roo indulgent to his vngratious Sonnes, 
Ammon, Abſhalom, and Adonyah, and yet the Lord paſſeth by 
all thcſe, and others of the hke nature, and (; aith, D.::d d:d th.xt 
which was right in the ſi2ht oh the Lord, andeurned from nothin's 
that he commanded hm , all the dries of his life , ſ.une only in the 
matier of 51h the Hutite. Letthe Denuill then rave, and wic= 
ked men raile, and charge thee with hypocriſie, arrogancy, pre- 
ſumptuouſneſle, difloy altie, hercſie, lolardie, or with whatlve- 
uer dies an helliſh braine may inuent , or a virulent mouth can 
vomit out, yet thy hart and waies depoſing for thine int egrity ; 
that thou ſcruett God as well as thou canſt, and dehfireſt to doc it 
farre better if thou couldeſt, be not diſhartened at all their Naun- 
derous calumniatiens. 

Reproofe of them that are only ſayers in caſes of Chriſtianity, 
hauing their mouthes full of religion , and their harts altogether 
empty, which diſcourſe of thinges to be done, aud practiſe no- 
thing,l.ke negligent trauailours,that ſpend t! \emno rning intheir 
beddes, and the  after-noone in the Ale-houlc, and tale of their 
1ourney, and which way it lyeth, but ſet not one foote for ards 
therein, And how much better then theſe arc thoſe, who doe 
many thing Qes which they ought, but nothing as they ſhould : 
for th cy on! ly fecke their ow ene yaine glory, or commodity in 
ſeeming to labour for Gods glory, and praiſe, and ſo dedicate 
his ſcruicesto pride, luſt, and v1 orldlineſle ; ? Nether may vnſta- 
blc perſons be ſpared here from a iult rebuke , ſuch hauing en- 
tred into a good way of picty andreligion , doe either reuole, 
and cue vp all the cxercile and profeſſion thereof, which is a 
molt ſcarefull and dangerous cllate, or elſe retaine the ſame vn- 

c*rtainly by fits and tlarts withours any conltancy 'therein. Doe 

they C ercame thatGodlineſle is like an alley ina garden, ora gal. 
leryin an houſe, to waike forwards , and to returne backe i in 1for 
plcaſure, and nota voiage for tramile , to be proccededin, till 
they come to heaven ? If they will Gorue God but at ſometimes, 
they multbe reputed righteous but at ſometimes, and he that re. 
mame:h 
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maineth not alwaics righteous , hath neuer yet attained to be 

righteous at all. 

4 Bleſſed ſhall his children ,&c, Faithfull parents hauc no cauſe 

to dread the eſtate of their children after their deccaſc. 
Themſelues are righteous, as here the witdome of God doth 


dire&ly pronounce them : and ehe generation of the r18hteors ſhal Fſal.tt2.verſ.s, 


be bleſſed , as beſides this preſent Text , diuers other places of 
Scriptures doe euidently teftifie, It the Lord reckon them for 
theirs,as he will if they be his, he wil alſo tor their ſakes,through 

Chriſt, 2nd in his owne loue prouide ſufficiently for them : If o- 

therwile (eſpecially it they are nothing guilty of their finnes, by 

miſgoucrament, or neglect of prayers for them) what haue they 

to doe to cnter into Gods 1wdgiments, and to diſquiet their harts 

about the puniſhments , which he hath hereafter ro infl;& vpon 

his rebellious cnimics , and the aduerfarics of his people ? Sce 

Chap. 13. 22. 


Verſ.8, eA Kmy that ſuteth on the Throne of indgement cha- 
ſeth away enery one that us emill, 


A King,) The ſupreme Magiſtrate principally, and others alſo 
of great authority, ſitting vpon the T hrone of inſtice, execu- 
ting his office faithfully, chaſeth away every enillore , afirigtteth 
lewde malcfaQors, and eirhercutteth them off, or otherwiſe pu- 
niſheth them, or they amend their waics , or flye out of his iu- 
riſdiction, or at the leaſt from his prelence, with hs eyes, by loo- 
King into cauſes, and taking knowledge of offences, whether it 
be by ſight or hearing, and therewith alſo he daunteth the wic- 
ked that appearc bctore him, his lookes and countenance being 
tetrible vnto them. ; 
C A vigilantruler is a reſtraint and terrour to vicious perſons, 
It doth cuidently appeare by all circumliances touching /obs life 
that he was not a man giuen to be ſo (tcerne and aultere, bur that 
honeſt men might finde good contentment in his company, (#+ 
the eare that heard him \peake , did b'eſſe hmm , and ihe eye that 
ſawe him , gaue witneſſe to him : he delimered the poore that cryed, 


and the fatherleſſe , and him that had none to helpe him: the bl fe 
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ſong of ſach 4s were ready to periſh came pon him, and he cauſed 


the Widowes hart to retoyce : he was theeves tothe blmde , and the 
feete tothe lame, and: Father tothe poore) vet diſordered young 
men durit not indure the {toht of him, - ;; h Ude themſelues trom 
kis preſence. And fuch was the feuerity of his goucrnement a- 
gainft vagabonds and vile per{9ns , that they were cmpclled to 
flee into the darke , deſolate , ana waſt wilderneſſe, 7 hey were ch.t- 
ſed firth from among men, they ſhanted at them as at aT heefe, 
T herefore they dwelt m the clifts of Rivers, in the holes of the earth 
ard Rockes, Neither was this his ſharp procceding only againit 
thote that were young and wanted wildome, or tuch as were 
beggarly, and wanted power , but he brake the ;awes of the vn 
righteous of what eſtate ſocucr, axd pluckt the pray ont off his 
teeth, 

Firſt, he isarmed with Gods authority, whoſe ſubſtitute he 
is, and by himeſtabliſhed in his place, and therefore the Maiclty 
ot his glory ſhineth forth in the execution of 1ultice, 

Secondly, the Lord hath ſet him vp, and put the fword into 
his hand , forthe puniſhment of euill doers, and the praiſe of them 
that doe well * he 15 the Miniſter of God to tahg vergeunce on them 
that doe eill. 

Thirdly, a guilty hart maketh men timerous , and ready al- 
waics to tremble , but eſpecially before him who is to fittthem, 
and to call them to account for their miſle-behauwtour, 

Inſtruction to ſubicRs and inferiours that ifthey would ſtand 
before their Gouernours , and neither be driucn to runne away 
from, or be puniſhed by them, let them (and againlt theic owne 
corruptions , that they (taine not their liues with lewde conuer- 
ſation :to ſhal they inde the Magiſtracy comfortable vnto them, 
and notterrible : like milde ſhowers of raine to retreſh them, 
and not tempefluous tormes to affright them : as a ſhield for 
their dete:ce and {atety , and not a {word for their rume and de- 
ſtruction. Aud m the next place, let Commanders, and men © 
Authority be exhortcd to watch cuer thole which are commit= 
ted vnto them pettonally, and with their owne eyes, as much as 
they may, tor the ſuppreſſion of vice, and aduauncement of ver- 
tuc , and not leaue all thinges to ynder Officers , which vnder. 
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hand, many times, deale very corrvptly. And this the Lord cx- 
peRcth at their handes , that as himlclfe is voparriall, and re- 
tpcReth no mans perſon in his wdgements, but cuery man ſpee-= 
deth according to the equity of his cauſe , and not the quality of 
his eſtate, ſuch ſhould they be, and deale in theirs, defending 
the innocency of the meanelt, and doing them right, and cenlu- 
ring the wickednefle of the mightieſt , and making them tait of 
juſtice, which is indeede, fo chaſe away all the exill wth their 
eyes, 
Reproofe of many in high places, thateye the belt and moſt 
harmeleſle people in malice to picke quarrels , and ſecke aduan- 
rages again(i them, and ſer their eyes vpon the worſt, and molt 
diffolute perſons in way of liking to giue countenance ynto 
them. This is commonly to be ſcene, and greatly to be lamen- 
ted in many great families, and places of iuftice , afwell in this 
Nation , as in moli Kingdomes , and Prouinces through all the 
world, They which ſhould drive away all theeuiſh, drunken, 
blaſphemous , contemptuous, and quarrellous perſons out of 
the Country, doe ſuffer them to roolt , and make th*ir neſts in 
their one houſes, and fecde diucrs of them at their owne ta- 
bles, and (becaule they can game, play, ielt, and make ſports) 
vie them as their familiar companions. And hence ir is that 
ſuch flockes, and flights, and ſwarmes of malefaRours doe daily 
breede, and peſtcr ſo many Townes, and Cities,and parts of this 
Kingdome, And adde hereunto, that ſom*times Magiſtrates 
earcs inchanted with flattery, or feare of others greater then 
themlclues,pertiwade the cic either to winke,or elſe to looke on 
the other fide : or the cycs are fo dazeled withthe glittering 

lofl:,and brightnefle of golden bribes, that they cannot appre=- 
hend the foulett matters, whichal the Country cuidently behold 
andcry out vpon, 


Verſe 9. Who can iy , Thane cleanſed my heart, I am pure frons 
ſinne ? 


V Ho can ſy, Who can trucly and with good warrant 
attrme,1 hae cleanſed my heart ,]haue viterly , and 
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for euer freed my ſelfe from all vnlawfull defrres , delights , pur. 
poſes.cogitations and motions. He beginneth at the heart, be. 
cauic it is the Fountaine , or at leaft the Celterne from whence 
corruption loweth; which yet mull be vnderftood of his owne 
naturall power,and rot of grace: and of perfection, and not of 
fincerity: for the Prophet doth truely proteſle that he had clean- 
ſed his heart thoughin his temptation it ſeemed to be mm vaine, 
which he did by the fpirite of God, andin part, and by degrees, 
I am cleane from ſinne ;\ my nature foule and wayes arc all pure, 
nothing can be laid ro my charge, for vnlavtull thoughts, vn- 
righteous actions,vnfruittull ipeeches,good duetics at any time 
omitted,orfintull workes cuer committed : mcaniag by that in- 
terrogation,that no man hath power ſo to walke, nor any rca- 
ſon foto boaft. Notwithſtanding, this is nothing againſi that 
ſaying of S. Paul : Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of Gods 
choſen? It us God that inſtifieth, For he there ſpeaketh of that in- 
nocency that the godly attaine vnto by remiſſion of their ſinnes 
in Gods preſence , who hauing receiued ſatisfaction for them, 
from (hrift,imputcd them to him , and fully acquicterth them : 
and Salsmon here ſpeakerh of another matter , that no man is 
thronghly purged from originall corruption,and the impure hu- 
mours that iflue out of it, Neytherlec any man obiect that of 
S.lohn Whoſoeaer is borne of God ſinnethnot : for he ſpeaketh not 
in that place ofthe practiſe, but the dominion of ſfnne , that a 
regenerate man yceldeth not obedience vnto it, as a ſlaue to his 
Matſtcr,but is taken captiuc,or receyucth a wound, as a-Souldier 
from his enemy. 

« Thebcſt ſhall have corruptions and finnes cleauing to them, 
ſo long as they liue. 

As cuery ſonne of eAdamw, fauing (brift our Saviour, is, or 
hath beene defiled by generation and conception, ſonone of 
them can waſh anyparc of their filthinefſe withour his helpe , 
neyther may any looke for an abſolnte purity in earth by his aſ- 
fiſtance : for that , in his holy wiſedome, he reſerucd as a prero- 
gatiue,proper vnto his owne perſon , not admitting ofany co- 
)artner therein. Here vpon certainty of his ground , he propo- 
fech the point by way of demaund,making a challenge to all the 
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world,knowing tat no man could cuerſtzppe forth, and uſtly 
ſay; 1 am entirely innocent, 1 was ncuer crIpable: or at this 
time,I amas good as | ought to be, and as Gods law requireth, 
And in Feele/iaftes vpon like aſſurance, hee affirmeth the ſame , 
with an afſ-ucration,faying , Swrely there ts no man mit mthe 
earth,that doth good,and ſinneth y0tr. And S. lames coummmme bo 
hinde very few in ſanQihcation , and holinefle of life , dooth yet 
profeſle this againſt himſelfe,as well as others, zzany things we 
fone all : as if he ſhould have faid,rwe children of men, we elect, 
we Chriſtians, we Diſciples of { hr:ſt, we Apoliles , we that are 
counted chiefe among the Apoltics, we all, and cuery one of vs, 
in divers things doe faile of cur duetics, 

Fir{t chat conflict which is betweene the fleſh and the ſpirite, 
the onereſiſting the other in the molt righteous, and belt graced 
of all Gods people, is an vadenyable argurnent heereof. We read 
of none that hath more preuailed againlt the flcſh by mortitica- 
tion,or ſhewed forth better fruites of the ſpirit by viuification 
then Parl,and yet he complaineth,that When he would do good, 
en:ll was preſent with him : that hee did not the good which hee 
world but the emll which he would not ,that did he, 

Secondly,our Saniour directeth fo many as may ca!l God 
their heauenly Father,daily to pray : Forgime vs our debts : and 
the bleſſedreſſe of eAbraham and Duid, and all that euer Chriſt 
hath redeemed with his blood , contifieth in the remifſion of 
ſmnes, which maketh it apparant that eucry childe of God is 
daily attainted with the guittinefle of finne, 

Tiirdly,how commeth it to paſie,that all men are obnoxious 
to ſo many chaſtiſements and aHictions , and ſubieR ro death, 
and mortalicy,bur that they haue rhcir faults ? If there were per- 
feet innocency in them, no firokes of corrections could light 
vpon them : for it would not {tand with the tultice of the Lord, 
to ſcourge ſuch as are free from offending, And the foule could 
haue no paſſage out of the body,to part company one from the 
ether,bur by occaſion of the corruptions rhat are in them both, 

Confuration of the Papilts , w hich aſcribing to the death of 
( rift,cnc beginning of iultification , doe impure the perfection 
ofittothcir owne worthineſle by infuſed grace , vv hereby they 

thinke 


Eccl.7.3. 


Jam 3, 


Reaf, 
ff 
Gal.5.17. 


Rom7.19,1, 


- 
- 4 


Rem. 6. 


Ve, 
I . 


3. 


126 PROVERBS. Verſ. 10, 


thinke themſclues able to fulfill the law of God :. and more then 
that to adde an ower-plzes by workes of ſupererogation , which 
may goe for payment of their fellowes dedts : aad ſo they doe 
not onely deliver themſelues from damnation , but arc become 
Dettie Sauiours,or peeces of Sauiours to others, Which are to 
by pittied tor their ignorance,and rated for their preſumption , 
taking ypon them to be Chy:# his fellowes, not knowing that 
Gods laiw requireth an exact obedience, with fulncfle of loue 
perperually,beyond all that any mcere man fince Adams tall, 
could poſſibly performe, And it ſerueth allo to oucrthrow the 
hereticall opinions,and to pull down the proude conceits of the 
Cathariſts or Puritanes, which brag of tuch a perte:tion of puri- 
ty already attained ynto,as that they neede no furcher to be pur- 
ged from corruptions, 

Inſtruction for euery man to Jooke warily to himſelfe,that he 
be not circumuented by Satan, ſince fucha treacherous foe , as 
finne is,doth he continually in waite , as neerc him as may be ; 
euen in his owne breafi,tq betray his ſoule into his hands, And 
ſceing all haue their faults, and are vnable to Rand bcfore the 
iudgement ſeate of God intheir owne righteoulnefle, theretore 
none ſhould be ouer rigorous in cenſuring of others,and paſſing 
too heauy a ſentence of condemnation againſt their poore and 
weake brethren for their infirmitics, 


Verſe 10. Diners Waights,and diners meaſures , enen both theſe 
are abhomination to the Lord, 


Tuers Waights,)one heauier, another lighter , ard diners 

meaſures,one greater,another lefle , to buy with the grea- 
ter weight,and greater mealure,and to {cll by tne lefle or ligh- 
ter,or with a iuft weight and meaſure to ſell tothe wiſer ſort, 
and with the vniuſt to the ſimpler, whome they may eatily de- 
ceiue, beth theſe,and all ſuch kinde of craftie and couctous dea- 
ling are abhommation to the Lord, fv ch abl.ominable iniquity as 


the Lord will ſurely and ſharpely reuenge,and puniſh, See cap. 
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Verſe 11, Emen a childe will make knowne by his conuerſation, 
whether he be pure, and whetber his worke be right, 


Either yong,nor oldcan folic hid, but that they wil by one 
| ronat or vther,ar one time or other , bewray what man- 
ner of perſons they are,and what manner of deedes they doe, It 
any may be vnknowne,and not made manifeſt in both thoſe re- 
ſpcRs,turely thoſe of yonger yeares are moſt likely to be they, 
who arenot trycd in {uch dealings, nor in fo many matters 
as men of riper age,and yet here it is taught, that exex a childe, a 
yongling, being yet tender,and not grownc to mans eſtate , well 
wake himfelfe knowne by his connerſation,by his behauiour,by his 


* gellures, by his lpeech,by the courſe of his practiſes, whether he 


be pure, \hether there be vprightneſle , and plaine meaning in 
Lim,withour difſimulation , or groſle and profeſſed lewdnefle, 
and whether h:s worke be right , whether that which he preſently 
doth,be with an honeſt niinde performed , and whether hee be 
like to take a good courle inthe ret of his life to come, For cuen 
young Plants declare by their growing and budding, what trees 
they will proouc to be, and what fruite they will bearc hcreaf- 
ter 3 ſo little oves often ſhew betimes, what expectation is to be 
had ofthem : they miniſter matter of hope,or feare ro them that 
conuerſe with them, and defire to ſee grace and piety in them, 
This is a duety laid vpon everychilde, fo ſoone as he is of any 
diſcretion,and capable of infiruction,that he ſhould enter forth- 
with into the good way,and walke contlantly therein, howbeirt 
we confeſle that many taile therin,cyther through want of good 
education,and bringing vp,or yeelding afterwards to the luſtsof 
youth,decline and fall away from this rowardlinefle , which at 
the fir{t appeared in them, 

C lItconcerneththe young as wellasthe olde, to be religious, Dot. 
and to hue vertuouſly, 

Pertinent to this purpoſe is the exhortation of the Prophet, pl zl 09 
calling vpon yovg men and maid: ns, allo olde men and children, © * CIO 
that they ſhould praiſe the name of the Lord, And lo is that quelti- 
oN and anſ{were , which is made for their dizeRtion , in another 

Pſalme, 
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Pſalme.after this manner: 1herewith ſhall xyonz '0 man redre(ſe 
his waizs? In tchmg heede thereto,according to thy word, A 

Fir! being oodly tacy are ſure,as well as the auncicnt, to bce 
rewarded with faluation in the life to come, and honoured 1 ith 
praile and good eſtimation in this lite, Otherv ile the ho!y 
Ghoſt 1 would neuer haue gmen them 1o good cencoura gement 
as he doth by preferring o 4 poore,nd wiſe childe before an old and 
fooliſh King : befide the notable exam ple ot Toſh, Darid Somu- 
Pi Ioiih John B aptiſt, and others, 4s Trot! »y by ame, home 
the Apoll tle aduiſeth by rhat meancs to proforuc 115 reputation, 
ſay! ing, Let no man acſ iſe thy youth and be vita them tht i 
an exc. ample, 1 word, in conuerſition, 1m lone, in ip: TH, 14 faith, and in 
parencſſe. 

Sccondly,the remembrance of that goodnefle which 15 cxer- 
cilcd in youth , will be a fingular comfort in olde ave,and fu1- 
fleine the hcart againſt the manifolde infirmitics and rediontics 
thereof, 

Thirdly,on the other fide , they which liue vitiouſly when 
they are young,thall moſi certainly be plagued, w hen, or before 
they come to be old,if the curſe curthem r not off, or weed them 
not cut/like huitfu 11} bryers,or nettles) ſooner, And many , vea 
mol} of them, - rough they le to be olde, yer ont-liuc not Heir 
fnfulnefle,uwith ahich t] 1eY 11 ifeted rhemielncs whiles yetthey 
were young ; that will continue in them , 2nd goe to the grave 
with them,as Z op ar trucly teflified : Frs bones are | Fllof the 
finne of his youth.na it ſh, ul lie downe with him inthe du - Nev- 
ther will it be buried and conſ1med there, but acco mpauny the 
ſoule bis to hcll,and acculc it before Gods iudoement tcate,and 
there cauſe them to be condemned and deſtroyed tor encr, 

Inſtrus ion to do ma Goucrnors, Minifters ana Schoole. 
malters,th at they' give wholeſome precepts to boyes and girles 
com nitt dis cir chan ard re{trame them from looſe and 
&:fNlolutc bchanour, in hope of pro \pc rous {uccefle, wi hereby 
they may become bot! \ fruicfull trees in the Church of Go d, and 
happy inheritcrs of cternall faluation. It was paines well —m 
wed by the Mother and Grand-mother of Timothy, to icalon 


him to timely with the word of the Lord. that by their i: :dultry 
hc 


Y 
br 


1 


Verſ. 11. PROVERBS. 123 


he knew the holy Scriptures of a childe, and therefore did (6 
much good to many,and moſt to himiſelfe when he was aman, 
And if it lie ypon parents fo carctully to educate their children, 
and Goucrnon:rs muſt looke fo narrowly to the wayes of their 
youth, how much more ought they of the elder lo! thaung milſ= 
ſpent many yearcs in the feruice of finnc,and arc not Y*t reciay 
med from their wicked waies, tc befitric themlelnes orreor- 
mation afore it be too late, Their caunece ſhould terrific ri;eir 
hearts and drive them totake a better covrte, 1:2{t they periſh 
ere they hauc well thought that rhey arc in peril! : anct their fots 
tſhnes hould mike hom aſhamed of then ſhi:s gifhnes, which 
have ſuftcred boyes, 3nd wenches , 2ad children to goo betore 
them in wiſcdome and honefiy ; and witha!] there is caule that 
hope ſhould he,pe them forwards in godly end-auours : for if 
orace be giuen to themthat are {o-young,, and of lefſe capacity, 
(beſide the 1nanit- Ide vanities that youth and childe-hoode are 
ſubic& vnto; to purtitie their hearts and rectitie their workes, it 
will not be denied ro them, who are more apprchenhue of vn- 
derſtandirg,and may be better able ro gouerne their afteCtions, 
and order thcir wayes,if they faithfully tecke ir. 

Confuration of that pernitious errour, which too many, beth 2 
men and women il'ude themſclues with, that yourh yecldeth a 
priuiledge to them that are young,to bee impious , proude,ryo- 
rous,and wanton with impunity, It is thought that they be 
fooliſh, and mopiſh , and haue degenerated from their age, 
which will giue themſclues to the ſeruice of any but of finne and 
Inſt, tillthey be paſtthat age, Why then did not the yourhfull 
Sodomites plead their priuiledge, and preferue themſelues from 
deſtruction when the reſt periſhed ? They were taken with the 
manner aſwell as others: there was notice taken of them as 
well as of others,for the text ſaith,that the men of Sodome com- 
paſſed Lots houſe round about, from the young enen to the olde , all 
the people from all quarters. And they were burnt vp with fire 
and brimttone,and deſtroyed a{wellas others. And how came 
It to paſſe that the children ſpedde ſo ill which mocked Elſha, 
iaying, Aſcend thou bald-head,aſcend thou bald-head ? Why did 
he curſe them in the name of the Lord, if children might Gafely 

2 lay, 
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fay , and doe whatſocuer them lifted ? Did not the ſlaughter of 
two and fourty of them made by two beares, openly declare the 
wrath and indignation of the Lord againſt them ? Bur for al this, 
ſo they will thinke hill , and fo they will line (till, and therefore 
ſuch we muſt leaue tothemſclues, and let them take as they ſhall 
finde one day, ovly we may tell them what the Scripture faith 


Zecleſ. 11,9. 9. ynto them in this caſe : Reioyce o young man in thy youth , and let 


Det 


thine hart cheare thee in the daies of thy yomth , and walke m the 
wayes of thine hart, and m th» fight of thine cyes ; but know for all 


theſe thyges God will bring thee 19 magement. 


Verſ. 12. The Lord hath made both theſe . encn the care 
which hearath , and the eye which ſeeth, 


H Ts meaning is, that the Lord hath formed the whole man, 
all the parts of his body, _— he nameth only theſe 
two, as the {cates and inſtruments of thoſe noble lenſes of hea- 
ring , and ſeeing , whichare mentioned with them , and theſe, 
together with all the reſt , he enableth and quickncth to doe 
their office, 
« Our members and ſenſes are the workemanſhip and gift of 
God, | 

No art can make them, norall the power of all creatures, if 
they ſhovld vnite their firength together, were ſufficient to fa- 
ſhion fo much as a Finger, or Toe, orany other limme, and pur 
fecling into it, The honour hereof the Lord doth challenge to 


Exoa.4.%7.11. himfſclfc in that ſpeech of his to Moſes : Who hath gizen the 


Reaf, 
I, 


mouth to man ? or who hath made the dumbe, or the deafe , or him 
that ſecth, or the blinde? Hane not I the Lord? 

Fir{l, itjsnot mthe power of creatures to doe ſmaller mat- 
ters then to make eyes, and eares, they cannot make haires , nay 
they cannot giue coulcur to their haires which are made to their 


Maith.5,7.36, handes , and grow ypon their heades : that which is blacke they 


I. 


cannot change into white , and that which is white they cannot 

turne into blacke : now he that is not able to doe the lefte , will 
leſſe be able to doe the greater, 

Secondly, if any part of man, or of other living creatures, or 

of 
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of plants, or of any naturall body , or ſubſlance might be made 
without Gods owne hand, he ſhould ceaſe to be an abſojure 
creatour , and creatures that could doe t1,cic feates would be- 
come demy-creatours, 

Inſtruction ro depend vpon him for the prefruation of cur 
ſenſes, and members , who 15 the ſole and only maker of chem, 
and therefo:e allo let them be contininlly imployeco in lis 'er- 
uices. We can no otherwite deale fo ſafely tor our ſclues,nor ſo 
thankefully wich him , as to conſecrate his owne workemarſliip 
to his owne glory, It were an vnworthy part of vs, ard mig. t 
worthily bercaue vs of the vie of our life or deareſt members, to 
beſtow his gitts of this nature, or valew in conterypt, or negic ct 
of him, vpon his greateſt enimics, finnetulnfe , and Sathan, 
But may it not be done to clulely , and with tvch ſecrete. as he 
ſhall neuer know of it to take offence at it ? Is it not poſſible to 
delight our ſelues with our vnlawtul aCtions,and icrue our ownc 
turnes by abuſing of our tongues , and yer all be hidden from 
God ? Vnaerſt.md yee unwiſe amorg the people: ar1yee froles when 
will yee be wiſe ? he that planted the eare , ſhall he not heare ? orhe 
that firmed the eye, ſhall be not ſce ? But that we way inmoy the 
right vie of our {enics our {elves , and not haue thei infectious 
and noyſome to our foules, and may alto render to him due 
praiſe tor them , aQually by them, it ſhall be necdefull ro haue 
recourſe to him , and ſceke his helpe , that as they were created 
by his hand , and are depraued by our corruptions, fo he would 
againe repaire the ſame, and ſanctifte them to ſpiritua.l {-ruces, 
For otherwiſe a man quicke ſghccd in carthly chinges , may be 
ſarke blinde in heauenly , and he that hath a ready care to lifter) 
vnto mens ſpeeches , may be vierly deafe at the Com-ailes of 
God. And that cauſed CIſoſes to obraide the carnall /ſrachites 
in the wikdernefle with ſuch a palpable fer ſelcflenefle, taying 
vato them : Yee hane ſeene all that the Lord did before your eyes, 
in the land of «/£gipt, vnto Pharao, and wnto all his ſermants , and 
vuto all his land: the great temptations which thine eyes hane ſcene, 
thoie great miracles, and wonders, yet the Lord hath not zen 
904 an hart ro perceine , and eyes to ſee, and eares to heave , wnto 
this day. 
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Conſolation for them that profitably exerciſe their ſoules and 
tenſes in obcyi ing of Gods holy will, and doing o00d to his PCco- 
plc, he hath more inter<ttin their members by right olcreation, 
cl7 ccially Dol o all: incorporated into the body « ot Chr 154, then 
eh cy Can har C by vcrtuc of poſleſſion, and therefore h 1cC wlll looke 
al\ aics better vato them for protec Qion ne defer? , then they 
at any time can doe, andth- refore n3 only thei bones are kept 
by l11:m, that not one of them ſhall be broken for their hart , bur 
likewilc thc haires cf their head are numbred, that none of "th em 
ſhall miſcarry, Keeping themſclres theretore in his favour they 
may bouldly expect {atety, or though ſometimes they be ficke, 
fore, lame, w nded,, maymcd , depriucd of hght, decay ed in 
their hearing, or fub1e&to cther like in: pedimcnts, yet ſuch is 
the render care of their heauenly Father trowardes them, that he 
will b- more prouidentfor their recuring, then any parent : and 
fuch 15 his $kill and power , that he is more able to repaire, and 
heale them, rhea any , or all the Chirurgions, and Phytitions 
throug "h the whole world, If the maladies therfore of any good 
mn Coe proue ſometimes incurable, and cannot be holpen, it 
procecdeth nor from the detect of his loue , as though he negle- 
efcd ut. doethem g500: nor from any w ant of abiliry i in him, TS 
thovgh 1t were bey ond lis power to recurethem : (for it 1s FY 
waics caſie.ithhimto recure thatwhich himlclfe did make)bur 
from l15 holy v 1{6ome knowing the continuance of bodily in- 
firmities to be healthfull for their {oules , ti] || thatperfcct rcſtitu- 
tion , and reparation be made ot life, limmcs, and icnics at the 
oiorions RefurreRion, 

Conturtation of thoſe that aicribe all the members of the bo- 
dy , with the powers and faculties of the ſoule to nature , gene= 
ration , Conception , and fccond cauſes, and looke not to > God 
whois the Lord of nature, and the cauſer of all mediate and ſub- 
ordinate cauſes, Ti c Prophet Dauid had an hart that vnder- 
ood more, and an eyc that pierced further,when he yecldeth to 

the Lord the honour a{well of his conception , as of creation, 
javing : Thou haſt conered me in my Mothers wombe, I wil! praiſe 
thee : fir 1 ans fearefully, and wenderfilly made, My bones are not 
hidde from thee, though I was made m a ſecret place, and _ 
eneat 
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beneath in the exrth. T hme eyes did ſee mee , when I was without 
ferme : for m thy booke were llihi nes written , which in continit- 
ance were faſhioned, when there was noze of them before. 


Verſ. 12. Lone not ſleepe, leaſt tho, ny - open 
thine ey ex, ad hou ſhalt be ſatisfied with bread 


One not ſleepe, T Thovgh God graunt thce hiberty to take thy 
ret, and to refreſh th y weary body wit! h fleepe, 1 vet lone it 
"ot , detip 2ht not too much in it, giue not t! w cite vn * it, nor 
vic it exceſſiuely, nor otherv ife viuc ouer thy lclte to Nout! iful- 
neſtc : for ender immoderane leepe which is one exercilc there- 
of, he comprehendeth all rhe «Hf, leaſt thou come to poxerty, this 
Se alleagethas a reaſon, why he would not hauc men to be roo 
ſleepy a and Nourhfull, becauſe ſuch idlencfl- begertteth and brin- 
geth to rth beegary, on thine eyes, be vi archtull, and d diligent- 
ly apply thy bulineſſe in thy calling : for many are too vi akefull 
for play es, 2nd cardes, and dice , and dauncing , and drinking, 
and other diſorders : and thou [h. il be Canoe ae with bread , it ſhall 
coe well with thee, and by thine honctt labours and induitry, 
thou ſhalt poſleſle, if not aboundarce of all thinges needetulltor 
thine eflate , yet enough, and ſo much as thou thalt be content 
with, and by Gods bletfing finde very ſufficient, 
« The abuſe of lawfullthinge Sis vnlaixfull and hurtful, Mode- 
ratc flee epe 1s needtull , the word of Godalloweth it, the Lord 
himſclte bettowerh it, the nature of man requireth1 it, but rode. 
light in it, to exceede in it, tofallinto ittoo often , or to conti- 
nue in it too long, this} is hnnefull . this is daungerous , this in 
gendreth corruptions inthe hart , this doth breede annoyances 
to the body , and this doch worke the ruine to the efate, The 
impeciments whereby the yuelts were flayed from the great 
ſup; Ver in the Golpel, were atfaircs not ſinnetull and cuill in their 
owne nature : tobuy Oxen, to purchaſe Farmes, to marry Wiues 
isno where forbidden in the cri ; tures , and yet whenthey afte- 
Cted thoſe carthly com: moditics , more tacen they delighted in 


Gods | heauen)y bancuet, and cliole rather in a ' vorldly manner 
to be dealing with them , thea ia a relivious manncr to be refre- 
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ſhed with that, they ſhewed themſclues vnthankefull tothe 
Lord, and more injurious to their owne foules, though they nei= 
ther {tole the Oxen, nor tooke the Farmes by violence, nor com- 
mitted Fornication, And who can deny eatirg, drinking , mar- 
rying wiucs, aad giving in marriage , buying , felling , planting, 
and building to be thinges in themſelues allowable yu profita- 
ble, yeaneceſlary for euery mans lite, fer publike {ociety , and 
for the general good of mankinde ? And yet when the old world 
would drowne it felte in them, it was by Gods riglcous iudge- 
ment drowned alfo for them: aud for the ſame cauſes among 0+ 
thers was Sodome deſtroyed , and by the like ſhall deſtruction 
take occaſion to come {odainly on the wicked at the end of the 
world, before the rejurreRion, 

Firſt, ſinne hideth it felfe more cloſely m the prattiſe of things 
not ſimply euil, then in groſle offences,and therefore with grea- 
ter cunning beguileth men, and conſequently draweth many 
more into the ſnares thercof, then fall into open wickedneſle, 
There are not ſo many theeues, as couetous worldlings; there 
arc not ſo many adulterers, as doe abuſe and peruert marriage : 
there are not 40 many drunkards, as ſuch which drinke much 
more then neede requiret|:, or tor lawfull delight may be per= 
mitt-d. 

Sccond'y, when men are fallen into finnes of this nature, it is 

2ore d.thcult to get out of them, and come to repentance, their 
harts arc not fo preſſed with the burden of them : the wor'd cry- 
eth not out ſhame vpon them: their brethre: be not ſo ready to 
reproue them : their tongues finde matter tu moke detence of 
them : they haue tae company of the moli to wa!ke in the ſame 
way with them, 

Inttirudtion to be wary and watchful in all our waies, to keep 
a mediocrity , to ſhunne the extreames, As in our vocations to 
be neither remifle, nor yet too ſeuere taske-maſters ouer our 
ſclucs, for the opprefſing of our mindes or bodies, An for our 
e(t1tes, to be neither negligent, nor ouer greedy,and viſatiable, 
Ard the famerule is to be obſerued in our apparell, in cur re- 
paſts, in all our delights, and in every thing that ve deale in. It 
is a volden precept which 8, Pal giueth in one of his ! piſtles, 
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Verſe. 14. 
re quit! 19 that they which hamne WiHes be As thourh they bh, id mone: 
anda they +>, at weepe,as though they wept not : an they that rewoyce, 
PT though they reioyced not : : and they that buy, as though they poſe 
ſeſſed not : andihe) that vſe this world, as though they w led it not, 
Confucation of them that thinke the law tulneſle ot any mat- 


ter will bezre them out, and giue the warrant to act the {fame in 
the corrupt [! manner, They hold i it ſufficient to iuttifie their a- 
&ion, if the thing may ar a! He done : ifproote may be brought 
of the fame | pract: le, though with different circumtlances : if e- 
ucr any other hane welpertormed t,how abſurdly focuer them- 
ſclucs peruert it. And therefore many will make themſclues 
drudges tothe world , becauſe it is a duty to be diligent in their 
callings : ; many wil! groiv to 5e fierce and violent , becauſe it is 
a ndq to be feruent at ad zcalous : many will make {; ports and pa= 
llimes their continuall occupations , becauſe it is meete ſome- 
times to vic recreations, 


Verſ, 14. It is naught , it ts naught , ſaith the buyer : but whey 
he ts gone apart, he bo, oſteth, 


T u# naught, it is nawht," Albeit the ware cheapened be 

good, and well worth the p1 ice demaunded by the (cller , yet 
the couetous buyer, to the end he may get it better cheape, 
whiles he is biddi: 10 mony for it , diſpraiſerh 1 it to the vttermolt :; 
but when he 1s Tone , 'P rt . he bo, ſteth , attcr he hath bought the 
thing , and behind tne (ellers backe , he praiſeth his bargaine, 
both forthe gooduefle of the comme \dity , and tor the good PC= 
ny-worth which he had therein, And hereby inlike manner the 
diſpoſition and bchauiour ofthe {eller is to be waderfiood, which 
is as forwards to extoll, and let out that hi is badde, as the 
other to hinde fault with that which is good, For ifthey be both 
falſe and wicked, as this teltimony concerneth none other , they 
will depart with their owne with no more truth, and equity, 
then they ſecke to come by an other mans, and the Lord doth 
aimuch looke into, and loath the iniuſtice of the one, as of the 
other, 
4 The Lorddoth take notice of all the behauiour of men in 
$ their 
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their trafficking one with an other, 

In this place he marketh and _— what ſpeech paſſes be 
tiveene them while they are together, and what they ſay oftheir 
bargaine after they are departed alunder, In Hoſea he obſer- 
uveth, and relateth what praCtiſes they vſe to beguile one the 0. 
ther, and with what affeCtions alſo they doe it, ſaying, He ts a 
Alarchant, the ballances of deceit are in his hand : he loueth to op= 
preſſe. In eAmos he fore-ſeeth, and diſcloteth what purpoles 
they haue of talſe-hood, and iniuſtice, and how greedy they arc 
to tall to it, being deſirous , if theycould, to chaſe away , and 
ſhorten the Lords owne Sabbaths , and Holy-day cs, that they 


might be about this ſinnefull bulineſle, And therefore, ſay they, - 


1/hen will the new Moone be gone , that we may ſcll core ? and the 
Sabb.uh, that we may ſet firth corne and make the meaſure ſmall, 
and the price great,and f.ulffie the warghts by decen ? That we may 
buy the poore fir ſiluer, and the needy fer ſhoes : and ſell the refuſe of 
thetWheate. 

Fir(t, the perſons buying, ſelling, and bargayning are his,and 
therforc he hath authority to looke narrowly into their courles, 
that he may puniſh the wrong doer, and right the caule of the 
wronged, 

Secondly , the marchandife and wares which are bought and 
fold are his, and his youu are abuſed , when they are paſled a- 
way, or gotten vnrighteouſly, 

Thirdly, the ordinance ot bargayning and trafh, ke is his, and 
he hath appointed it : buying , and ſelling , and exchange of 
commodities is by his inſtitution, and warrant, and therctoxc he 
noteth whether it be well vied, orperuerted, 

Fourthly, tus = i> obeyed, or tranſgreſſed, and cither fer. 
uice is perfor med to him, or otherwiſe finne is committed a- 
gainſt him,in all the matches and couenants that men doe make, 

Inſtruction for vs to take notice of his preſence at our bargay- 
ning, as he doth of our demeanour therein; conſxder that his cie 
doth ſce thy aCtions , and carnefily beholdeth what thou doeſt 
with thine hand , and his care deth heare thy ſpecches , and ſe- 
riouſly hearken what thou vttereſt with thy tongue , beware 
therefore that hee finde thee not compaſſing thy neighbours 
money 
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money or goods with iugling tricks, and deceitfull breath. If th 
dealivg be not allowable tobe vicd to the oreatelt, attempt not 
to ofter it atanvtimeto the meaneſt ; and if it would not be 
found iuttifiable being fifted by the wiſelt, thou hurteſt thy 
ſelfe in pratiſing otir to the ſmpleſt, For who is fo great, and 
whom doth the matter ſo neerely concerne as the Lord ? And 
who hath ſo much vnderlianding as he which vndertaketh to 
redrefle the wrongs of thoſe that are ſooneſt beguiled? Ir is 
oood diſcretion to feare the Pillery, and to krepe thy ſelfe out 
of the Magiſtrates danger,by ſhunning thoſe offences whereby 
thou mighteſtincurre ſuch puniſhment:and is it wifedome to be 
carelefle of hell fire, and to calt thy felfe into the hands of God, 
that he ſhould be prouoked to plague thee for thy fraudulent 
courſes ? 

Reproofe of them that ſel4ome or neuer vſc any commerce 
without corruption,their bargaines for bnying or ſelling begun 
with lying,and concluded with opprefſions. And this not the 
fault of a teygfor very fery , yea almoſt noneart all arefree from 
it, Men come to the Market,as they were wont to come to the 
games of running,and wreſtling , and ſtrive who ſhall bee the 
{wifteſt or flrongelt, topreuaile againſt others, or onercome 
their Antagonilts in doing of iniury, and fo that ſaying of the 
Prophet is daily verified : Emery man hunteth his brother with a 
Net. Cuftome hath madetalſhood fo familiar with Chap-men 
and Tradſe-mmen , and thoſe which vic to cheapen other mens 
wares,or haue ovght to ſet tofale, and viterot their owne, that 
they know not how to chafter without it + they would Rand 
me, vnleſle it direRted chem how toparle together, Who, a- 
mong hundreds dooth not demaund aboue the worth of that 
which he hath to ſell? And who among thoutands doth offer ac 
firſt according to the value of that he is about to buy? And both 
be conniaed of vntruth,betore they depart a under,a:d yet net- 
ther of them aſhamed thereof, asifit were allowed for a poynt 
of good thrift,to lic for adnantage, For after they haue conten<- 
ded a while about the matter, the one inlargeth his offer, and 
payeth more then(he proteſted)hee cuer would giue for it , and 
the other abateth of that he demanded.and lelleth for lefle then 
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(he f'xore)he could aftoord it, Ob, _ ev atc driven & tovne 
der-bid, and over-2:ke by nec Mty : for exlicrs 352 men keepe 
oft, and not asKke or guy in any proportion according to the va- 
"i of the commodity, Aniw, Yecldethat,an, 4b it that thou 
art otherwiſe like co be bid too little , will that therefore war- 
rant thee to demaund too much ? And what though it be prize 

at 100 great arate,and hoytled yptoo high, wil chat inſlifie thee, 
if contrary to thy knowledge, thou cxtenuate it oucr-much,and 
dcbaſc it too low ? No offer, nor demaunnd from others  dooth 
binde thee to fell cheaper,or buy dearer then is cquall, without 
thinc owne conſent, and now dareſt thou then ſecke to ward 
off the needleſlc far of a {mall hinderance to thine eſtate, with 
the committing of a manifelt and great offence,againſt the Lord 
avd thine owne conſcience > But be itthou mnlt neceflarily ſu. 
ſtaine ſome lofle by tying thy lelfe to plaine dealing , becauſe 
thou wiltnot defile thy (clte with vntruth,and craftines,yet wall 
the conſeruation of thine 1 innocency and yprightneſſe, be oainc 
{uthcient to counteruaile, and ouerpoyle it, Norwithflanding 
all that is ſpoken,and preached , and written againlt this enor- 
mous mit-demeanour, yet what is to be found any where more 
frequent and common thaw! it is cuery where ? As though God 
were to be worſhipped onely in the Church, and at holy allem. 
[»lics on the Sabboath daics, and the Diucll to bec {crned in 
ſhoppes, and at cuill mectings on Market dajes, No man almol} 
doth thinke it a finne,or is aſhamed to be taken with a lic in this 
calc,though he ſtand vpon the reputation of his tructh and ho= 
nelly, and accdunteth; ita diſhonor to bereproucd in any other 
matter, 

Conlolation for them that meane,and ſpeake, and deale faith- 
fully in their Couenants and bargaines : the Lord doth incline 
his care to that which they doe truly affirme; and his eyes with 
delight and fauour \bchold the righteouſneſſe which is exerci- 
{ed by them,and he will publiſh and reward it to their cternall 
praiſe: nd happinefle, The matter was well handled betweene 
eAtrihom andiheHirtites, for geſtures, wordes , and equity 
on both parts,and the memeainl thereot is, and ſhall be conti- 


aucdinthe Scriptures , and Churchot God to the end of the 


world 
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world,ſo commendable,and acceptabic a thing it is rc fpcake 
vprigily. 
q Carnal! men direQnot their rongues ſo nuch to tpeake truch, 
as to ſecke their owne aduantage, 

That i5 naught by their teſhmony, which they would get tor 
naught,t hough they thinke it to be 000d : and then it is pr if 
vi orthy, when they may gaine p YTraiſc by the haning of it. 7he 'p 
of the truth,as it is ſaid in an other place , will be ſtable for enct 
a; t lying tongue: but ff jor 4 moment, Where lee thc point |; 2'd. 
led more at large. 


Verſe rg. There is gold,and a multitude of pretions ſtones: but 
the lips of knowledge are a pretious lewell, 


HE hability;and conſcience, and vic of fruitfull ſpeaking is 

here commended | bY Compariſon , beino vo preterred before 
thoſe things which are of gre eſt efimarion in nathe world, there 
z gold, great ſtore of it, in Mynes,i in Coyne,in Plate, in Chaines, 
and Ornaments, and diuerſly vicd,and auch drfred, and ſet by, 
and a multitude of pretions ſtones, great variety of rich gemmes,as 
Diamonds, Carbuncles, Rubies ,laſpers, Saphires, Eme rauds,&c, 
and many of the ſceueraliforts of theſe, but the / pps of knowled7e, 
the mouth, and lips of a godly wiſe man, vttering that found and 
holy know eledge which dwelleth in his heart , are a pretiouns le. 
well,lurmount, and are more worth then all the rreaſures before 
mentioned. and therefore more to be accounted of, See chap. 
I0O,VET, 20, 


Verſe 16. Take his garment that is ſarety for a flrange man, 
and make him 7ime a pledge that vndertaketh for 4 ftrange 
womail, 


Ake his garment, | receive a ſufficient pawne of him, and 
prouide tor thine owne indemnity,that thou be not defrau- 

ded of that which thou lendeſt, and if no better fc curity can be 
giuenthee,recciue and keepe his Cloake or Gowne , or Coare, 
that 1s ſurety for a ſtranger, which giuerh tus word tor tuch as be 
S 3 ought 
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ought not: for ſome ynacquainted with vs , may be vndertaken 
for in their diltrefles, when their neede dooth inſtly require that 
helpe, which we cannot of our {clues miniſter vato them, and 
yct may procure by our word, at another mans hand : and ſome 
well knowne vato vs,and of our neereſt kindred , may be (tran- 
gers in this caſe, yea the better knowne , the more vnfit that we 
ſhould promile tor them, hauing experience of their vnſufficien- 
cy,or vntaithfulneſle, eAnd make him leane a gage that wnderta- 
berh for a ſtrange woman. Attranye woman in the Scriptures, 
is vſually,and every where, for ought we remember to the con- 
trary,taken for an harlot, or whoriſh woman; the ſenſe ſeemeth 
to be,that if any man would offer to giue his word for an Har- 
lots debts, or take vp ought in his owne name to beftoiy on a 
Whore, he ſhould not be taken, nor have any thing lent vnto 
him, without a morgage,or competent pledge , or tuch ſound 
ſnecialty,as will certaincly counteruaile the tumme which he is 
bound tor, The liberty and limitation of ſuretiſhip hath beene 
ſomewhat more ſpoken of inthe eleauenth Chap. ver. 15. 

© Thcy that raſhly catt themſelues into debt, are not fo fauou- 
rably to be dealt with , as they that fall thereinto through ne- 
ceſſie, 

In the behalfe of the poore and needy , who were driven to 
borrow for relicfe of themſelues and their familtes,the Lord gt- 
ueth that charge to the wealthicr fort : If thow ſhalt receine to 
pawne the garment of thy neighbour, reF#tore it unto him before the 
Sunne goeth downe:for that onely ts his concring , that 15 his gar- 
ment for his chinne : wherein ſhall he ſleepe ? Therefore when hee 
cryeth to me,l will heare him, for I am mercifill, And heere a- 
gain(tJauiſh and vnaduiled turegies,and borrowers , he warran- 
teth men,yeca heperiivadeththem,yea he layeth a commaunde- 
ment vpon them, and repcateth the ſame in the ſelte ſame words 


_m the Chapter following , that they take their garments for 


Þ, 
pledges. And as hrere he dire&teth the creditors what they 


ſhould doe,fo hereafter he foretclleth ſuch manner of turetics 
what they muſt looke for : but in the way of admonicion,to the 


end they ſhould preuent the perrill and trouble, Be not thou of 


them, faith he,that touch the hand,nor among them that are ſure- 
/ ty 
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ty for debts, If thou ha#t noth ng to pay why cauſeſt thou that hee 
ſhould take thy bed from wnder thee ? 

Firſt,as it is a duety to be pitifull , and ready to helpe them 
whoſe neede,and indigency doth require compaſſion and mer. 
cie,ſois it good i iſedome to be warie and circumſpeR that we 
impoueriſh not our (clues by trufting of thoſe that want diſcre- 
tion and fidelity, For how may he that is carclefle of himnſelfe, 
and his ownellate,by ruſhing into ſnares and perrils,be thought 
to be prouident for thee and thine,by keeping of touch and per- 
forming his promiſes ? 

Secondly,by hard conditions and rough intreaty they may be 
ſtayed ar firft,or reclaymed at laſt, trom their vnthrifty courles , 
when they ſhall taſte of the bitternefle, and feele the ſmart and 
paine of them, : 

Thirdly, ho knoweth the good effects which may intue vp- 
pon it? whether they may not thereby be tamed , and holpen to 
repentance,and alienated trom the ſociety of ſuch mates, as are 
wont after that manner to intangle their Companions ? 

Inſtruction nor onely to ſhunne and haue in deteſtation, that 
odious,though plauſible f1nne of raſh and cauſcleſle ſureticſhip, 
but alſo with due deliberation , and iudgement to informe our 
ſelues of their hability,and honeſty whom we accept of tor ſure 
ties, It is ſafer andeaficr at the firſtto reiet him that would 
circumuent vs,whiles we reteine our money or goods in our 
hands, then afterwards to hunt him, when wee haue already ſu- 
tained the lofle. Bur as for them that are conſtrained ſome- 
times to fo!low ſuites by reaſon of cuil debtors,by whom other- 
wiſe their f}ate would be impaired, and th-ir families wronged, 
letthem alwaics proceede more ſtrictly agairfft a wretchleſſe 
ſurety that is without care,though the due be neuer diſcharged, 
then a poore wel-meaning principall,that is without meancs to 
diſcharge the due, Bur what it he be beggatly alſo, and vnable 
to make payment ? yer let him beare the burthen of his pride, 
and diſſmulation,that tooke vpon him the perſon of arich man, 
and made not his neceſſity known, but boaſted fo of his wealth 
and habilty,as ifhe had not onely to maintaine himſe'fe, but to 
iatisfie other mens debts, Yet this is not to be extended a- 
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gain{t al ſureties : for many dealt ſeriouſly, though imprudent- 
ly, when they gaue their bonds with purpoſe to make thar good 
which the debtor himſclfe ſhould taile of , but their cftares are 
decaicd fince,afwell as the principals that they cannot perfurme 
it - and to thole thus already afflicted, it were inhumane to adde 
affliction by extremity. And many running headily into this 
finne,when they were ignorant , doe now diſcerne the daunger 
of it, and doe vnfainedly bewaile hauing gotten vnderftanding : 
vnto theſe therefore, being humbled tor their fault, and ſubmut- 
ting themſelues, the more lenity and mercie is to be ſhewed, 
And many,though themſelues be as fooliſh, falſe, and vnthriftic 
as euer they were,yet haue wiues, and children more innocent 
and harmelefle,who muſt of necethty , fall iato great wants and 
calamiries,if they be purtucd with rigour, And thele are lomc- 
whatto be ſpared, though not for their owne lakes, yet for their 


families. 


Verſe 17. The bread of deceite is ſweet to a man : but after - 
wards his month ſhall be filled with granell, 


His whole ſentence is allegorical}, wherein vnlawfull gaine 

is reſembled to fuode , the delight that it firſt bringeth to 
the pleaſant taſte of delitious meats,the minde to a mans mouth, 
and the miſchiefes that follow to grit,or little flones , which are 
very offenfiue to the teeth, The breadof deceite, all manner of 
maintenance,or commodities, crattily, cruelly , or by any vniuſt 
means compaſled,and gotten, is ſweet to a man,maketh a worid- 
ling and an vnrignteous perſon ioytull and glad : bat afterwards 
eyther in his litetime, or at his death , or in the world to come, 
his month ſhall be filled with granell, ſome great and gricuous mi- 
ſeries ſhall befall him, For eyther his conſcience will ſtinge and 
bire him, and fo he ſhall be vexed with feares and horrours, or 
clic the hand of Goe will inflict puniſhment and plagues vpon 
him , and fo he ſhall be ouer-whelmed with anguiſh and tor- 
ments, 
E Nothing is ſo pleaſant tothe wicked , as that which is moſt 
kurtfull, 
By 
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By this ynlawfu!l lucre his neighboure is wronged, his owne 
conſcience burdened , his ſoule and bodie both in daunger to 
be deftroyed,and that for cucr; and yer it is for his tooth, it 
more delighteth him then his dinner, It hath beene alwaics 
and euery where to be tound,that the baites of (inne are more 
deleQableto flethly men,then the bleſſings of God, See Chap. 
G.ver.17. 

4 But afterwards,&c.Though iniquity , and wickedneſle yeelde 
pleaſures at the beginning , yet they will put men to paine in 
the cnd. 

The Diucll troweth ſuger on the top of his cup of finne, to in- 
courage them that drinke therof,to take a good draught, but he 
minglerh poylon in the bottom, which working their deliructi- 
on,will curne to be as bitter as gaule, Our great Grandmother 
Euah ta(led thereof,and felt this to be true by wofull experi- 
ence,being deceiued by the fairs colour , and delicions reliſh of 
the forbidden fruite,and by Satans talle teflimony , making her 
belecue that diſobeying the commandement of God ſhe ſhould 
purchaſe to her felfe ſome rare and ſingular happines, And all 
ſeemed to be ſo,vntil ſhe had vndoneal by drawing her husband 
into the ſame tran{yrefſ16 withher, And Iudas no doubr,thoght 
that he had made a good match, when he recouered the tfauour 
of the high Priefts,and principall men,and gained ſuch aſumme 
of money by ſelling of his Maſter , butthe onely beginning of 
the miſcry which followed,did ſoone ſwallow vp all che delight 
that went before, - We nught prouc the point moſtclearely by 
inſtancing m ſeucrall kindes of finnes, and ſhewing the cuent of 
particulars, but one or two may ſuffice for many. Concerning 
Whoredome,thus teſtifieth Salomon. The lppes of + ſtrange wo- 
man droppe 4s an hony combe,and her mouth is more ſoft then oyle : 


But the end of her is bitter as Wormewood, ard ſharpe as a two ed- 


ged ſword. And againſt drunkenneſle this admonition he giueth : Prog.23.3r. 32 


L ooke not thou vpon the Wwe when it is redde,and when it ſheweth 
his colonr in the cuppe,or goeth downe pleaſantly. Inthe end ther- 
it will bite like a Serpent ,and hurt like a (ockatrice. See Chap. 
9.verle 18, 
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' Verf. 19, Efablils thy thonghts by connſaile , and by prudent 
adnuiſe make warre. 
7 E oiveth in theſe wordes a cauecat, that no man ſhould 


Land toc nwich on his owne judgement, nor too fodtiine- 


ly reſolue on enterpriſes , without mature delibe Tation, and * 


ound direction, EP. tbliſh thy thoughts by connſcilethat th; y PUr- 
vo! (es be not variable, an: d vaconflant, and that thy; proceedings 
be not without proſperous ſucceſſe,and {o vncomfortable: make 
as ſure worke as thou canſt, both to contirme thy minde, and to 
manage thine affaires in the veſt. manner, and therefore com- 
municate thy matters with fuch thy friendes as are both wile, 
and faithful, And looke well to this that Gods holy word be 
one, and thechiete, cuev beſtregarded , and moſt obeyed of all 
thy counſailours, fo that nothing be practiſed , or hearkned to, 
again(t } it. And by prudent adn'( make w, wwe, eſpecially in all 
matters of weight , of which ſort warre is, (whercin the cſtatcs 
of Countries , "and the lives of many perſons are hazarded) ler 
nothing be raſhly attempted , bur all thinges well confidered of, 
arid conſultation had withmen of picty, "vnderfiandi ing , Skill, 
and expcricnce, 
« A mans wildome ſerurth him for beſt viſe, when he will not 
relt vpon it alone, but be holpen by the countaile of others, Sec 
Chap. 15. verl. 22. 
« Bypride#t aduiſe make warre, &c, Wildome and good coun- 
ſaile arc 23 necdefull and aualicable for warre , as firength and 
pO \\ wh 
If there be much armour, andlittle policy : if many reſolute 
Souldiers ro ficht, and few diſcreet Capraines to leade : if the y 
haue ſtrong badics, and weake judgements , a great army may, 
bc ex Aly v-nanithe d of a {mall co: mpany. Though a field were 
full of armcd Gyants, and euery one of them a Gohah, yet if they 
were lin de, and deprived ot their cYC- hght, who had caute to 
and in feare of them ? and of whom among all their enimics, 
had chey not reaſon to and in feare ? And who be blinder in 
their bodics , then they; that be raſh and led with pronde con- 
cvires, and felfe- liking,are in their mindes ? Nov let vs fee what 
othe!: 
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other Texts of Scripture doe accord with this, for the ce mfirma- 
tion of this point. In the foure and ew entich Chapter of this 
book, it is ſaid : «A wiſe man ts ſtrong : for a man of vnde rſkan- Prouers.24.5.6, 
din? ir:.creaſeth his ſtrength, For with conn :tle thou ſhalt exerciſe 


- 
thy warre , ard in th: multinede of them that can Tine counf. me, 
there ts health, Ard in Eccletrafticus there 15 a ſay1 ng not ach 
difter ent fromtus in -nſc and meaning : Berrer 1s wilowe thew Erciigoln6h, 
ftrery h. though the weſdeney of the poore be deſÞrſed,ard hi; wordes 
not hed Better is w {lome then we.»-pons of warre , anc 4 oe that 
ſwarueth ſiom it deſiroyeth much goed, x 
Firſt, tuccſe and victory arc novaccording to the forces of Reaſ, 
- men, but accorir g to the pleaſure of God : A K ing , faith he, 1. 
is not [ned by the mule :tude of an hot neither 1s the Mizhi ty man T/4-33-16.17. 
delinered by great ſlrensth, An horſe r a vaine he pe, and ſþ all 
not delrer ary by has ft Irongth, Now whom will he be {t prot; ver, 
but thote which arc mo!t "(eruiccable vato him ? And who per- 
forme ſuch acceptable ſeruice , as they which haue vndcriian- 
ding, and ſecke vnderſanding, which are able to giue counſaile, 
and yet in the humbleneſfle of their ſpirits, and "Gohe of their 
owne wants, are diligent a1 udious ro learne counſaile, 
Secondly, thevſe of wiſdome and faitkfull aduiſc, for matters 2. 
of .warre, in many reſpects is molt expedicnt and neceffary, Tt 
examineth whether the c2uſe be righteous, or vniu{t,or whether 
it be ſeaſonable , or vnicaſonable to take it in hand , What ha- 
fiend Ach:bs deftrudtion, and cauſed hin; to be ſhine and pe- 1. King, 24 
riſh at Ramoth in Gilead ? His contempt of the Prophet Aſ:- 
earahs counfſaile, who fore-told him of che danyer inſuing, And 
for that voyage alſo was good King Tehoſhaph. :t blame-v corthy, 
and worthuly blamed by the 4 grs Tebn. 2. Chron, 19. wer. z. 
Ve read ot nothing wherewith thar worthy [oſiah might bee 
taxed in any fort, but on ily this that he was too aduenturous to 
inccunter in battaile with the King of e/£gpt,with ont warrant, 
and contrary ro that countaile which Necho gave him fGomihe 2.Chron. 25.22, 
mouth ofthe Lord, to the lofſe of his life, and the forrow and 
woe of all his ſubic&s. Ir findetlfour the fitteſt times for truces, 
peace, leagues, and what conditionsare to be offered , or yeel- 
ded vnto, with other hinges of like nature, Ir directerhto the 
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be{tmeanes of aduantages, of places, and other opportunities 
yet iult and honef?, for the fortitying of themſelues , and weake. 
ning of the enimy; yea ſor the winning of the viftory,, and yans 
quiſhing of the enimy. And further aiſo it proceedeth to teach 
how after this, the vitory is to be vied , to whome mercy is to 
be ſhewne, and to whom (ucrity, whois to be ſpared, and who 
is to be {mitren, &c, 

Reproofe of them that are not called to warre or private con- 
tentions by the perſwahion of wildome, for the defence of equi- 
ty, and truth , and thruſt into the ſameby the inſtigation of ma- 
lice, pride, and couetouſneſle , for miſchiefe, vaine-glory , and 
commodity, which, whatſoeuer their ſucceſle fall out to be, may 
aſlure themſclues that they cannot ſpeede well : though they are 
neucr ſo mighty , yet they are in danger to be foyled by m: aner 
then themiſelues : and though they feeme to preuaile neuer ſo 
much, yet then they are moſt grieuouſly hurt , when they haue 
effeted their purpoſes , and done molt hurt, When they van- 
quiſh men, they are ouerthrowne by ſinne , when they trumph 
ouer their weaker neighbours , they are ledde captiues by their 
ſtrong luſts : when they get great tame and booties, nd] In ap= 
pearance exaltthcir names , and families , they incurre much þ 
ſhonour , and loſle, and vtterly vndoe their poſterities, Nebs- 
chadnez.z.ar of Babel in all mens opinions for that time , was 
molt happy and fortunate, which by his proweſle , and valiant 
exploites, made himſelfe famous in all thoſe partes of the world, 
he inlarged his Dominions , andpoſleſſions , that no man in his 
age was ſo mighty , puiſſant, and renowmed as he, and yet all 
this tended to his owne deſtruction, and in the end, to the igno- 
miny , ruine, and ſubuerfion of hisfamily , as the Prophet teſti- 
heth, Becanſe thou haſt ſpoyled many Nations , ail the remnant of 
the people ſhall ſpoyle thee, becauſe o yen bloud, and for the wrong 
done m the Land, in the Citty, and wnto all that dwell therein, 
Ho, he that coneteth an euill conetouſneſſe to his houſe , that he may 
ſet his neſt on high to eſcape from — of exill, Thou haſt con- 
ſult ed ſhame to thine owne houſe, by deſtroying many people,and haſt 
fenued againſt thine owne ſoule. 

Lnſicuction fer cuery one to Confirme himſelfe in the ſpiritual 
bartaile 
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battaile againſt Sathan, and his owne finnefull nature , by holy 
wildome, with the aduiſe and aſſiſtance of his Godly, iudicious, 
and faithful teachers,and brethren, For the enimies of our ſoulcs 
are of all others the moſt crafty,and mighty,our miſery the grea- 
teſ}, if we be conquered ; and our victory the happieſt , if we 0- 
uercome; which we may vndoubtedly cxpect to do,if we chooſe 
this heauenly wiſdome for our leader,and yeeld our feluesaccor- 
dingly to be direted , and gouerned by it, It is no malice tobe 
implacable, and to beare a deadly grudge againft thoſe aduerſa- 
ries :neither is it crnelty to kill and flay them, and to doe almuch 
hurt vyntothem, as with all our might we ſhall be able, And 
therefore it is good prouidence to (lrengthen our {clues to this 
conflict, by the beſt meanes we can, and we can haue no better 
then the counſaile of God out of his holy word, nor any good 
at all, befides thoſe which his word docth preſcribe , and they 
are all ſpirituall, 


Verl. 19. With him that goeth about as a ſlandever , diſcloſing 
a ſecret and with kim that flattereth with his lips toyne not thy ſelfe, 


A Lbeit it is a good thing to take counſaile, yer it is not ſafe 
for a man to comunicarte his affaires to all ſorts of perſons : 
for if a ſecret be not kept, counſaile is made fruſtrate, Where- 
fore he giucth a caucat to beware, among others, of two kindes 
of people elpecially, whereof the firſt are flanderers,and tale-tel- 
lers, whom (as he did in the eleanenth Chapter verſ. 13.) he re- 
fembleth to Pedlers, who mingle ſundry forts of wares together, 
and goe from place toplace to vtter thoſe thinges which they 
have recciued from others , for that they tell that to this man, 
which they heard of that , and wander hither and thither to ga- 
ther vp tales to tell wherefocuer they come, and commonly re- 
port them otherwiſe, and farre wore then they heard them, nei- 
their is there any thing that they can conceale , what dangers ar 
miſchicfes ſoeuer the diſcloſing of it will procure. 

Of the ſecond kind are flatterers, ſuch as will ſpeake faire,and: 
gloze with their tongves, pretending loue, and profefſing good 
- hking , when they doc enly found thee to be made acquainted 
with thy purpoſes, 
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C It is good wiſdome not to truſt a ſlanderer , or tel-tale with 


thy ſecrets, 


They that complaine of others to thee, will not be ſparing to 
complaine of thee to others : *nd he that will deale treacherouſs 
ly with one man , may be doubtcd that he will ſcarce dealc truly 
with any man, And therefore the Lord by the Prophet, doth 
acmoniſh his people to 19ke heede of lach, as like Thornes and 
Briars haue vſcd to ſcratch with hand,or torgue, or other means 
how nearc ſo cue- they ore vated vnto vs, T he beſt of them,faith 
le, & a Briar, azd the moj? r:2hteous of them ts ſharper then a 
T horny hedge. Truſt ycenot a friend. nenheor put vee confidence in 
a Convſilour : keeps the dores of thy mouth from her that lyeth m 
thy boſome, Darid was to farre from adwmuing luch manner ef 
pcr{uns to his Counlaile, as that he would not pcrimit them to 
dwcll in his Court, nor, (1! they were convicted ct that crime, 
though cloſcly committed) ſuſter them at ali to live in his King 
dowe, but vowed to deſtroy him that pruuty ſhould flander his 


neighbour. 
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« B-th conlultation, and conucrlation with {flatterers is to be 


auoided, 


That which js oftercd to their eares, is not onlyIoſt, but per- 
vertcd, to the hurt of him that ſpeakcth : and that winch precec= 
derh trom thcir lips, notv. ith{landing it teeme moi plaulibic, is 
very pe: nitiousto him that heareth, The Prophet Daurd knew 
and felt much cuill and miſchicte by them to his grietc and 
paine, andthe Spirit of God knewe, and fawe more guile and 
treachery iu them to their owne woe and deſtruction , when 
Danid by the infpiraticn of the Spirit doth lay tuch villany to 
their charge, and paſlcth ſuch an heauy ſentence againſt then 
by way of prediction, or imprecation, both tending to one 
purpole, They ſpeake deceitfully enery one with his nerghbogr, 
fluttering with therr I-ppes , and ſpeakmg with a double hart. The 
L ord cnt off all flattering lippes, and the tongue that ſpeaketh great 


thinges. 


' Eft,their faire ſpeeches when they ſhew themſclues moſt 
{mooth,and kinde,are vencmous and hurtfull, like ſurgred poy- 
lons that are made feet for the mouth , and dcadly for the 
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$fomacke,andbowels, They inchant mens eares ard hearts, and 


rmake them too much conceited of themiclues, and foto looſe 
the comfort and reward of their weldoing, when they doe well, 
and hinder them from repentance for their faults, and fo com- 
pell them to be plagued tor their euill doings , when they doe 
cuill, 

Sccondly,cuery flatterer for the moſt part is double tongued, 
and can readily ſpcake more Janguages then one : one dialeR of 
praiſe, or whcrewithto pleaſe and content men before their 
faces ; another of accuſation, or wherewich to traduce men be- 
hinde their backcs : one in ſhew , to make them beleeue that 
they be their friends,and with them well ; and another in deed, 
to make them finde that they are theirtoes , and a5 much as they 
are able, worke them woe, So dealt eAchitophel with Damd , 
and [nds with Chrift , according as the one is complained of, 
and the othcr foretolde of, in the Pſalmes : The wordes of his 
month were {ifter then brater,yet warre was ia his heart - his wordes 

were more gentle then Oyle,yet they were ſwords, And adde here- 
unto}, that many times by ſociety and conference with them 
whom they will afterwards betray,they know their minds, they 
haue fiſhed out their purpoſes , they are acquainted with their 
faults,they haue matter from their wordes,or actions, to worke 
vpon. 

InftruRion not to giue incouragement to ſuch manner of 
men,to frequent eyther ourhouſes,or company; they will ſoone 
be diſcried and round our of any that is wite , and not w illing to 
be iliuded : and if he vſe ty conuerle with thoſe that deale plain - 
Iy,and faiti;fully with him, We ſhut our doores, and fence our 
ſelues againft rhecues which will rifle our houſes, and take away 
our gold, hluer,or other goods which have becne bequeathed 
to vs by men,or our owne handcs haue gotten, and ſhall we 0- 
pen them, and expoſe our ſelues ro more perilous robbers which 
willran{acke our hearts, and eo their vttermcHt power , bereaue 
vs ot our hunnlity,2nd modeſty , and other gocd graces which 
the Lord hath beſtowed vpen vs, Ob. Bur theſe that commit 
iuch burglarics dravw weapons pon vs,and wil not ſpareto ſhed 
2ur blood, Anfy, Thoſe that praiſe ſuch flatteries, come vp - 
pon 
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pon.v3 with more dangerous weapons, and will not ſpare with 
their kecne tongues to bring our names into infamy , and ro 
"ound our conlciences , which ought to be much more deare 
vnto vs,then eyther money , or our heart blood, Bur hee that 
would not be torne withthe tallants,and preyed vpon with the 
beakes of Alatterers,muſt be carefull that he make not himſelfe a 
cation by ambition; for euery proude man is willing to heare 
himſelfe praiſed, and then flattcrcrs muſt needes be the welcom= 
el? gueſts to his table , and he ſhall be the ſweeteſt morſell for 
their teeth, 

Reproofe of their folly, which contrary to this wiſe leſſon of 
the holy Ghoſt,delight in none but ſuch as will fawne vppon 
them,and claw them,they are fo troubled with the itch of vaine- 
glory, Yer their folly were the lefle(though it be too too great) 
it they would be fatisfied with priuate clav/-backes , but the 
mult haue approbation in their {1nfull courfes , by the Miniſters 
of the word; they would haue the Preachers in their Sermons, 
ſpeaking in the name of the Lord, to iuftific their voluptuouſ- 
neſſc,pride,cruelty,worldlines , and other groſle vices, or atleaſt 
to winke at them,and ſaynothing againſt them. He is not a good 
Cooke to drefſe meate for their Ls which wil not powder it 
with poyſon : neyther is he a Phyſtion for their turnes, which 
will not like eAchabs falſe Prophets, preſcribe to them that 
which they preſcribe to him, and tell them that it is aduety 
meete to be done, whatſocuer of themſelues they are defirous 
to doe, Oftheſe there were many in Eſayes time, and againſt 
them he maketh this complaint : It 15 a rebellious people , Ying 
children,and children that would not heave the law of the Lora ; 
which [ay vnto the Seers,fee not: Prophecy not unto vs right things; 
but ſpeake flattering things wnto vs : Prophecy errours. 


Verſe 20. He that curſeth his father or his mother , ſhall baxe 
his light put in extreame darkeneſſe. 


E that curſeth his father or mother, which vttereth impre- 
cations,rayling and reuiling ſpeeches, ſcoffes and ieſts,or a- 

ny manner of diſpitejull wordes againſt both his parents, or cy- 
cher 
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ther of them, to their face,or behinde their backes,or after what 
fort ſoeuer he declareth by his words the bitternes of his heart, 
to bring them to contempt, and to profeſſle how lightly and 
baſcly he elteemeth of them , ſhall hane his light put omt in ex- 
treame darkencſſe,all his proiperity, which in the Scripture is of= 
ten comj.arcdto light, ſhall be turned into woeand mulcrie, 
whuch is viſually tearmed by the name of darkerefle. And this he 
ſheweth ſhall not be ordinary,and ſuch an affliction as common 
faults are corrected withall , but exceeding grieuous and feare- 
full,as appeareth by the F pithete extreame ,or as it is 1n the He- 
brew rext,the blacknes of darknes, 

C Rebellious childrer,and ſuch as vilfie their parents are {ub- 
ject to ſome notable mitchiefe and puniſhment, 

Feare , ſhame,torment,death,and defiruction continually pur- 
ſue them, and will at length overtake and apprehend them, and 
neuer leaue till they hauc haled them into hell , and accompany 
them there for cuer, vnlefle they repent the ſooner, Thele are 
numbred among the damned crew in the law, againft whom the 
iudgementof God is denounced with the conſent and acclama- 
tion of the people. Curſed be he that curſeth his father , and his 
mother : and all the people ſhall ſay eAmen. 

Firlt,tuch plagues are due vnto chem, and iuſlly deſerued,con- 
fidering the perſons whom they diſpile , and ſhew the-nielues 
contemp.uous againli, their father that begate them , their mo- 
thcr that conceyued them, the parties which haue beene caules 
of their gencration,fubſtance,lite,and welfare , if they haue any. 
And who then would not deeme that rongue moſt worthy of 
ſcuere puniſhment, and to be cur out of the head? and head, and 
it, with the whyle bodyand foule to periſh together,rhat ſparerh 
not to rate, or reproach them from whom by Gods appoint- 
ment it had it bciag , and conſequently the habilitic of ipea- 
king, 

Secondly,befide the indignity offered to parents, the great- 
nefle of the finne again God, doth call for fuch iroakes. For 
his law is violated, and his commaundement broken , and an 
heinous offence is commirted againf{ him,as our Sauiour teftift- 
*th in the Golpell,by oppoking this practiſe to his precept , and 
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iuſtifying the penalric that is due for the fame, /hy(faith he)doe 
ye tranſoreſſe the commanndement of God by your tradition: ? Foy 


God hath commannded, ſaying, Hononr thy father and mother:and 


he that curſeth father or mothey.let him die the death. If it be 2 
fault for ſeruants(whoſe rongues God hath not ſo ftriftly bound 
to the good behauionr)to anſwer againe to their Gonernors : if 
wiues which may be bolder with their husbands , arc not yer al- 
lowed to be malapert,as Michel was witn Dauid , but muſtre- 
uerently ſpeake to them,and of them, as was Saxaes demeanour 
towards Abraham , then it will prone an odious crime,and bru- 
tiſh doggedneſſe,for children to ſnarle and barke at ,or inucigh 
avain(t their parents, 

Thirdly, the righteouſneſſe of God will not ſufter them to 
eſcape wich impunity, bur calleth ypon the Magiſtrate, and re- 
quircth him to procecde againlithem, and doe iuſtice vppon 
them,ſaying,/f there be any that curſeth his father, or his mother, 
he fhall die the death : ſeeing he hath curſed his father and his mo- 
ther his blood ſhall be upon him, And though men would ſeeme 
morc mercifull then he , and judge it cruelty to execute this ſen 
tence fo ſharpely,yet he often compelleth them to it,by putting 
ſuch vnnaturall malefaQtors into their handes for other facts, as 
Rapes,Robberics, Murthers,Treafons,and ſuch like offences, and 
to they are cut off, alwell the one as the other , by the [word of 
iuſtice, And albeit they ſhould not this way be brovghtto their 
end by a violent death, as it cannot be denicd but that many e- 
(cape cyther thoſe crimes or puniſhinents, yet certaialy his own 
hand will bring them to a miſerable death, that they ſhall die a 
curſed death, and be {wallowed vp of eternall death. 

Initrudtion for all children tro beware of contumelious ſpee- 
ches,tending to the dilgrace of their parents, as of contumaci- 
ous behauiour otherwite, or of violent actions for the hurt of 
their perſons. That which ſhould affright them from fpeaking 
treaion againli the Prince,namely,the feare of God, and perrill 
or diſcoucry,and puniſfiment if it be diſcouered ; ought alſo to 
vrith-hold men from vttering opprobrious wordes again{t their 
fathers and mothers, fithence it procecdeth allo trom impietie, 
nd iudgements are likewiſe threatned againſt it, Ir is not fafe 
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to harbour a diſloyall chought againſt thy Soucraigne, vnder 
whom thou liueſt , nor ſomuc h as co whiſper any thing to his 
diſhonour : and it is dangerous to conceiue a baſe opinion of 
thoſe,out of whole loynes and bowels thou haſt diſcended , or 
to ſufter thy tongue, thine eye,or thy minde to contemne them, 
He that giueth this admonition , Curſe not the King no not in thy 
thought eyther curſe the rich in thy bed chamber : for the Fowles 
of the heanen hall carry the voyce,and that which hath wings ſhall 
declare the matter: the fame is the Authour of this threatning - 
The eye that mocketh his father,and deffiſeth the authorit 'y of his 

mother,the Ranens of the V alley ſhafpicke it out , and the young 

Eagles ſhalleate it, Wou'deſt thou then haue a bright cftate , a 

comfortable eſtate,feare parents in thy heart , honour them in 

thy wordes,obcy them in thy deedes,and reuerence them in thy 

geſtures, If thou haſt failed in former times, amend, and reforme 

itnow,and henceforwards : and if they be gone , that thou canft 

not performe theſe duetics vnto them, be humbled before God, 
and repent whiles yet thy light burneth , that thou mayeltpre- 

uent,and ſtay that hideous darkenefle of terrour and plagues, 
which otherwiſe will ouerwhelmethee, And Parents are like- 
wiſe to be exhorted ; ſo to looke to their owne waies, and ſo to 
educate and traine vp their children, that they may miniſter help 

and not be an hinderance vnto them for the ordering of their 

hearts, lippes, and ations, And therefore by conuerfation it 

concerneth them to be their patrernes and precedents, and by 

their gouernment to be their guides and direQtions , neyther v= 

ſing rigour,as if they were Tyrants ouer them, nor too much 

remiſnefſe.as though they were but equals and fellowes with 

them. $.Pau/giuing a precept to Fathers , that they prouoke not 

their children to anger leſt they ſhould be diſcouraged , dooth not 

meane that they ſhould ſuffer them to liue without all control- 

ment,and be altogether regardleſle of them. Neither 1s it e- 

nough tor fathers and mothers ro take authority oucr their 

ſonnes and daughters, vnlefle there be alſo concord,peace , and 

good agreement betweene themſclues. For there will be par- 

taking,ifthey growe to diniſion, and they that are on the mo- 


thers {1de, muli maintaine her cauſe by impugning the father : 
V : and 
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and they that take the Fathers part , mult iuſlifie his dealing hy 
difpraiting the Mother , and it will be very d lifi-ult to cleoue to 
them both, or ſpcake well of them both, when there is nothing 
but civil warre in the family, 


Verſ. 21. eAn heritage ts "oP gotten at the beoimning , "A 
Fi, end thereef-jhallnot be bleſſe 


AY heritage, | Lands , goodes, money, offices, or promo. 
tions , andthe like, #5 haſtily gotten at the beemn mg . is of 
many wicked men quickly awhicucd by emill meanes, but the end 
thereo F(h, il nor be bleſſed, the iſtic of it ſhall be vn happy and cvr. 
ſ{:d,partiy 1 this reſpcet thar it 15a ſnare to their ſoulcs. ,and ftop- 
peth their way from ctcrnall lile, and partly in this, chatit is like 
to be a 5 badly ipent as It was F] cotten, and he t! nat rolc vp to 
w hb ſo fodainly may as ſodaint: [y, or by Jeaſurefallineo want, 


22: agit 1s ſaid, that 2 manwith a wick bedeye ha; teth to riches .. and 


| oweth 20t that ponerty j| hall come wpon him, Andthe: houghrsof 


* the diligent ave ſurely bring. abonndance : but whoſoener is h aſt : 


commeth ſwely to pox rerty, & partly in this that it bringeth they 
many pertmbations and troubles whiles the ey retaine it, Sec 
Chap. 10. V,22,and 13. 27, 


V er. 2.2, Say vot , I willrecompence enill, ware on the Ler1 
«nd he thy” thee 


. 
- 


Ay not , I wit! recomperce en'l, | Be fo farre from reverging 

thy (cle in deede , for iniuries done vnto thee, as tot is; 
wordes to threaten, or in minde to purpoſe any x vengeance. Br 
w.1i:e on the Lord, commend thy cauſe vnto him, and Ray his lea- 
furc till he detiver thee, and he will ſane thee." he faith not, he will 
rencnge thee, and plague them , though he will doe fo , valeſſe 
our aqduerſarics repent, yet he would not hane vs fomuchto 
thinke of, or defre char, as to pit onr truitin him, referring on: 
{cues wholly to that which fcemeth him g00d to toe. vithour 
d& firing hurt to them which doe vs hurt : defence an oY: ſ: alnation 
20 our {clues is that which we mult ſceke for, 'and pray (as cur 
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Sauiour both did ,'and taught) that our enimies may rather be 
pardoned then puniſhes 2d. Now theſe wordes are added to the 
former, both as a rcaſon thereof,and an an{were to an obicHion 
that might be vrged, or at Jeaficonceiued againſt the Precept in 
the firſt clauſe : 1f 1 reuenge not wronges, I ſhall be vndone 
with wrongs,cuery man will boldly creade vpen me, Nay, faith 
he, there 15 no ſuch perill , rae Lord will take the cauſe into his 
hand , and helpe thee , and though it be nor ſ© apparant ar firſt, 
yet thou ſhalt percciue it at laſtthat he is th y protectour , it be. 
ing his office to defend the innocent, and op preſſed. And whet- 
as 1t is ſaid that he will fave ſuch as w: aite vpon him, it is not foto 
be vndertiood, that he will alwaies deliner them that are wron- 
ged trom their preſent mole {tations and troubles, that th one 
ucrlary ſhall be compelicd to furccaſe his practi ſes: for many ar 
vexed and purlucd as log as they Jiue, and yet depend \ won 
God with taith and patience : : but thor oh they contiue in affli- 
Gions til] their death yet herein they finde him truc of his prc- 
miſe that he maketh them over-come their enimics, and aduer- 
ities, and are victorious by faith and patience, and hart, ob- 
tain? ere rnall ſaluation, to \ the which the children of God ou: olit 
principa. ivto alpire. 
« All kinde of reuenge is vnlawtull for Chriſtians 

The law , and the Gofpell , eAſofes, Chriſt, and the Apoſiles 
conſent together in the forbidding of it, and in many places ProQ- 
hibite it, As in Le cuitic us, Then {halt nat amengze , nor be minaf;ll 
of wrong 10 417 | the ciildren of th hy people , but 1b, 't loxe thy nergh- 
bonur as thy ſelfe. coin? Matthew , Tee hane heard that it hath 
beene e ſaied, anevefir aneve. ond otooth fir atonth , but T ſo Un! 6 
you, reſiſt not enill.but whoſa-#tcr jh.1!' [mite thee on the right checke 
turns to him the other alle, cc. "that is, 12 ather vndergoe a f cond 
1ury then with a reuengins hd recuite the fir, And th 
the {erife of that pl lace,,vh ichacthe tirfi tight feemeth ofherwite 
for the Lord would not have vs when we hauc luſtayned any 
wrong, to pull an other vpon our { ſclues, ſithence it is a finne not 
to tak ragege of © a: inivry tore-ſceenc, when it may be prevented. 
For Chrift |; incite and a'ter him Pax, «hen the 'y Were trooken 
vPOR OnC cheeke, « Gd not wrne tie on) cr, but did gccatly 'finde 
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faulc with, and complaine of the violence that was offered vnto 
thery. So in the Epifile to the Romans , Recompence to no man 
evill for cuill. Dearely beloned,auenge not your ſelnes,but ge place: 
for ut :5 written , Vengeance is mine, I willrepay, ſanh the Lord. 

Firlt, it is an vſurpation of Gods office , as the Text lati allea- 
ged doth teſtifie,, and an intruſion into hisplace : the treſpaſles 
againſtmen are finnes againſt him, andhe is molt oftended ther. 
by : he alone knoweth the greatneſle of the injury, as beholding 
all the circumſtances, and piercing into the moſt hidden and e- 
cret thoughts of the hart , that he may render chem a proportio- 
nable recompence : and he only hath an abſolute power to re- 
uenge in ſuch manner and meaſure, as he ſhall know to be right 
and expedient, and therefore he hath reſcrued that as a preroga- 
tive peculiar to himſelte. So that he which will vndertake to be 
a reuenger, doth take vpon himto be a God, and attempteth to 
thruſt the Lord out of his Imperiall Throne, 

Secondly, it is a wrong to the party on whome it js exccuted ;; 
for albeit a wrong doer deſeruc iuftly iudgments at Gods hand, 
yet there is no commiſſion giuen to them that be wronged to 
take reuenge vpon him with their owne handes, The Mayiftrate 
indeede is the Minilter and Sub{liture of the Lord, appointed to 
inflict puniſhmentin his name , vpon vnrightcous perſons : and 
for this purpole is armed with ſtrength and authority , that with 
a ſtayed minde he ſhould conlider the qualitic of their offences, 
and without any troublous paſſion repreſie the boldnes of thoſe 
whichare hurtfull one to an other, 

It is pernicious to the reuenger himfelte,who receiueth much 
more harme thereby , then he can pofſibly doe to his aduerſary : 
for he is ſure to hurt his owne foule, and to wound himſelte in- 
wardly, whereas all thathe can doe againſtthe other, is but vp= 
on his body , or eſtate , or that which tendeth to ſome inconue- 
nience outwardly - and often it commeth to paſſe, thateuen that 
way alſo, himſclte hath the worſt, and increafeth the hurt which 
he formerly recciued. Sometimes not bearing wordes,he is dri- 
ven to {uitaine both blowes and woundes : ſometimes not fit- 
ting downe by a'ſinaller lofle, he is compelled to depart with 
greater {uunmes : ſometimes not putting vp alittle diſgrace, he - 

made 
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made to take a ſhamekull foyte, 

Infta&ion to beare inturies patiently , and according as our 
Text in hand doth both counfaile, and command vs, to commir 
our cauſes to hum that iudgeth righteouſly , and will not permit 
any of his to be endamagcd by their confidence repoſed in him : 
he will ſurely hcare them , and helpe them , and recompence all 
their tufterings with comfort and bluſings. Thus doing, a man 
ſhall make his cauſe , and not marre it : he ſhall get the aduan- 
tage of h15 enimy , and not loſc it; Panid knew this to be the fa- 
felt way for his pretcruation , and therefore accordingly fol- 
lowed it. 

They that ſees after my life, laith he , Liy ſnares, and they that 
goe about to doe me cnill , tale wicked thinges , and imagine decent 
cont mually, But 1 as a denfe man heard not : and am as a dumbe 
man which opencth not his mouth, Thus am I as a man that hea- 
reth not , and in whoſe month there are no reproofes. For on thee , 0 
Lord, doe I waite ; thou wilt heare me , my Lord, my God. And 
our Saujour Jeſs Chriſt did not only practiſe the fame , as the 
beſt remedy againlt his owne perſecutions, and troubles , but as 
S,Peter witnelleth , Left vs an exam ple alio that we ſhould follow 
his feppes. Who when he was reutled , reniled not againe : when he 

ſured, hethreatned not , but committed it to him that indgeth 
righteouſly. 

Reproote of herce men, which haue impotent afteions , 
though they thinke them manly : that are not ableto put vp the 
lealt offence that is, or ſecmceth to be oftered vnato them , no not 
an vakinde word, no not a word that ſoundeth not to their li- 
king, how friendly fo cucr it be meant, For whence doth this 
proceede but from weakeneſle,as all paſſion and difiemper is the 
imbecillity and feeblencfle of the hart ? But with theſe Duells, 
challengers, and quarrellers it is valour, fortitude , and magna» 
nimity : it 15 their boldnefic ro be vanatural to ſhedde the bloud 
of thcir brother, and iuers times of their dearc{ifriend and 
companion : it is their boldnefle to deface the Image of God, 
and contemptuouſly to tranfgrefle his law : it is their boldneſle 
to hazard their owne (tate 5, and families, ſo many of them as 


baue any, and to fall into il hand of the Magiſtrate : it is their 
boldnefſc 
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boldneſle deſperately to expoſe themſeluesto the manifel? perill 
of their lines, to the wrath of God, to the torments of hell , and 
to etcrnall damnation: this is their boldnefle, and this is the De- 
uils hardinefle, who is their Captayne and leader , but neither 
for his honour , nor theirs. And this ſcructh allo tor the repre- 
henſion and terrour of other ſortes of reuengers,and ſuch as doe 
it by rayling, reuiling , clamours, falſe acculations, —— 
curlings, or any kinde of malicious ſpecches : and of them in like 
manner whoſe harts are imbittercd, and wiſhmuch miſchiefe, 
though they be filent through feare,and fay bur a little : for God 
doth hate ſuch as hatie bloudy mouthes, and bloudy harts, alwe! 
as thoſe w hich hauc bloudy handes, 


Verſ. 22, Deiners warghts are abhomination to the Lord, ana 
deceit full bilances are not Lood. 


D Tyers Waights are abomination to the Lord, | The Lord 
docth hate the ftinne whicls 15 committed by making of 
greater and ſmaller Waights and Meaſures, whereby men are 
defrauded of their right, and as he deteſteth the linne, fo will he 
placue the ſinner, and make him taſte of his diſpleaſure , eAnd 
decenfull Balances are not good, Balances by which men vie to 
decciue, as being too little, or too great, or any way fraudulent, 
Are not good, neither be they allowed as lawfull and warranta- 
ble, but condemned as vniutt and finfull, neither bring they any 
profit to thole that, vie them, though for a time they ſeeme 


oainefull vnto them , bur turne to their hurt and detriment, as * 


2t lalt they ſhall find in their Eftates,or Conſcicnces, See Chap- 
ter 11, verſe 1. 


Verſ,24. The ſteppes of man are of the Lord*: And what doth 


4 man vnaerſtand of hu way * 


Tz e fteppes of man axe of the Lord, | The Lord by his proui- 
K d-nce hath the appomtment of the cogitations , purpoſes, 
actions, and ſpeeches of all men, together with the ſucceſles, 
2nd cuenrs of all that they deale in, their goings out, their com- 
ming< 
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mings in, their mouings , and (turrings are not by their owne 
(trength, but by the power and wil of the Almighty : a child+hat 
cannot goc alone, but is borne in armes , hath not ſo much aſi. 
{lance from the Nurce or keeper, to vphold him, or to teach him 
how to goe, or ſet his foote forwards, as the wileſt, or ftrongeſt 
receiueth from God. And after a ſpeciall manner by his grace 
and ſpirit , he direQeth and guideth the harts and wayes of his 
people for his owne ſeruices , and their faluation, eAnd what 
doth a man wnderſtand of his way ? Who hath wildome and 
knowledge of himlelfe rightly to order his affaires, and to dil- 
cerne the cefteQts and iſſues of that which he taketh in hand , and 
to fore-ſce the thinges which ſhall befall kim? 
4 God hath a prouident hand in the diſpoſing cfall mens wajes. 
Albeit many refuſe to obey his commandement;yert they can- 
not choſe but doe that which he willeth, being conlirained ther. 
toby the force of his power , though not perſwaded by the au- 
thority of his word. Jeremy was well aflured of this, and there- 
fore both ſpeaketh it confidently to the Lord himſelfe , who 
knoweth and teacheth the certainty thercof, and writeth the 
fame for the vic of his people, that they might receiue infiruRi- 
on and conſolation thereby. O Lord, faith he, I know that the 
way of man ts not is himſelfe , neither 1s it mm man to walke or to di- 
rect his fleppes. - 
Is not this evident in the reſtraint of the cruell , whoſe pur. 
poies and power ſeeme ro conſpire together againſt the inno 
cent, the one in the {1ght of ſenſe , being matchable with the 0 
ther, and yer they can effe& nothing that may annoy or hurt 
them. Eſin in his owne quarrell minded to have done much a- 
gainſt [acob, and Balaam for hire to haue ſpoken mitch again(t 
Iſrael, and yet nothing was done or ſaid by cither of them , bur 
that which was for the comfort of the parties againſt whom they 
practiſed, And whence but from this commeth it , that mali- 
cious men are made benefaours to their enimies, and thoſe 
whome they hate. As Pharao deteſting the Hebrewes,to traine 
vp Moſes an Hebrew and by whome the- Hebrewes were to 
haue deliverance : the e/£giptians retayning the 1ſr,telites to be 
ivriched by their labours, to giue away their goodes for the in- 
X riching 
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riching of the Iſraelites : Hamas (enuying that meane office of 
a porter which Aordecai had, that he ſhould ſo much as fit ac 
the Kinges gate, yea maligning his life, and grieuing that he had 
any being among men, ſolong, as till that dilmall day, when he 
expected that at the furtheſt both he, and all the other [ewes 
ſhould be laine) to be a direRer, and to giue aduiſe how Mor. 
decay ſhould be dignifyed , how the Kings fauour to him ſhould 
be publiſhed in the Citty, and that in molt ſolemne manner, and 
with his greateſt honour ? See Chap, 16. verl. 9, 


Verſ. 25. It is a ſnare for a man to dewonr that which is ſantt;- 
fied, and after the vowes to call backe. 


] T « 4 ſnare fir a man, | This ſacriledge deſcribed in the words 


following, is paſſing dangerous, tending to the defiruftion of | 


the party commirting it, as the foode ynder the net, or within 
the compaſle of the grinne, dothto the ſlaughter of the Birdes, 
and the he ypen the hooke tothe deathot the Fiſh , ro devour 
that which # ſanttified , to peruert thoſe thinges which are þ 
Gods ordainance appointed for his ſeruices, Be the right oil 
of them, to his owne priuate gaine, and commodity. When this 
Scripture was written, diuers thinges were vnlawfull for anyto 
cate, but for the Priettes and Leuites only,vnleſle it were in caſe 
of neceſiity,as the ſhew bread,and ſundry oblations in the Tem 
ple , and tithes , and firſt fruits of trees, &c, Now he alludeth 
thereunto , and comprehendeth vnder theſe all other thinges of 
like vie , and deſtinated to the ſame maine end, to ſerue tor his 
worſhip. And it is not only finnefull and perilous to robbe God 
of thoſe thinges which himſelfe doth challenge,or his ſeruaunts 
hauc dedicated to him,but to detaine,or ſecke to recouer againe 
that which our ſclues haue voluntarily couenanted with our lips, 
or harts to giue vnto him, or to any good vies, And therefore 
he ſaith, after the vowes to call backe, either to wiſh the vow vn- 
made, or to with-hold the thing whichja hart hath beene yow- 
cd, or in ſpeech promiſed to him, 

This God forbidderh in his law , where he faith : f crbou haft 
vowed a vow vnto the Lord , deferre not to pay ut : for the Lord thy 

God 


_— _ - 
*-- .M 


LW. hm. a A _—_ him we Aa «at 


nt ww A RD Xx< _ o mk, rw, 5 _ 4 


——— 


ww &F.11 &f Oo 3:.%% % 


"7 


13 0 wo 7 


, *3 WW 


UVerſ. 25. PROVERBS. 55 
God will require it of thee , and it will be a finne in thee ; but if thou 


abſtameſt from vowing, it ſhallnot be a ſame, 
C Sacrilegious perſons cannot long proſper, 

They may thriue apace, andinrich themlelues at firſt, as other 
finners doe bo committing of other {innes,bur as all iniquity wil 
bring miſery at the laſt, ſo will this in a ſpeciall manner, and that 
to many with great ſpeede, eAchan had the gold and filuer 
which ſhould haue beene deliuered to the Lordes treaſury , but 
he could not hold it : he got it , but could not keepe it: but loſt 
thereby his owne goodes, and ouer-turned his family , and for- 
faited his life, 


DoF 


tofh.x. 


eAnanias and Saphyra kept backe but apart of that money Ay. 


which of their owne accord, without compulſion or intreaty, 
they profeſ] d to beſtow entirely vpon the Church, and for that, 
and their lycs wherewith they would haue coueredit, we all 
know what a gricuous flroke of death came vpon them. 

Firſt,it is an vnworthy thing, and an heynous offence to take 
away ought,or with-hold any thing from him,to the hinderance 
of his worthippe, which giveth vs our ſclues, and all that wee 
haue; which made vs,and keepeth vs,and teedeth vs : which be- 
Ntoweth on vs lite, liuing, earth, heauen , Chri#, ſaluation , and 
whatſoeuer may make vs happy. 

Secondly,this fearefull impiety is purſued with an horrible 
curſe,and all they are fubic&tro the one.that fall into the other, 
how many,or great ſoeuer thev be; Ye are curſed with a curſe, 
ſaiththe Lord by Aalachy : for ye hane ſpoiled me, emen this 
whole nation, 

Terronr for them that maintaine their owne eflates, by that 
which was allotted for the maintenance of the Miniſtery , and 
cauſe a number of foules to flaruc , through want of ſpirituall 
foode,that their owne bellies may be pamperd with corporall 
food : and the Lord ſhall be defrauded ofhis feruice,rather then 
they will part with the prey which they haue gotten, And in 
the ſame ranke are they, and ſubicro the like danger, which 
doe not openly wich a ſtrong hand , but ſecretly with a falſe 
hand bereaue the ſcruants of God that labour in the worke of 
his Miniſtery, tor the faluation of his people , of their wages : 
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which'vſe to pay ſome for all, alittle for much, fcarce the one 

halfe for the whole,or the worſt for the beſt , or by one meanes 

or othcr,beguile them, -Itit be acrying ftane{ as byS,[ames his 
eeltimony it iS) to defeate mens hirelings of their pay , which 

haue reaped their fields, and holpen to inne their corne , which 

ſcructh onely for the nouriſhment of the body, how can the 

ſpoile of Gods zarueſt-men be lilent, and not crie aloude for 

vengeance,when they that labour abont rhe f':ode of tis peo- 

ples foules be depriucd of their ſtipend ? And how much better 
is the behaviour or cflare of thole which conucrt to their owne 

purles,or vſes,fuch money or lands , as aus beene bequeathed 
towards the rehiefe of the poore,or for maintenance and repaire 

of Chutches,vchich are places moſt commedious for the affem. 

bly of congregations to the worſhip of God 7 Le: all theſe be. 

thinke themftelues that they are in a ſnare,though yet they feele 

not themiclues intargled : tull litcle know they hoy foone the: 
curſe may worke their ruine, 

Jnitruction to ſuch as haue offended, to ſtay the plague wher- 
unto they are liable,byſpecdy repentance and amendement. And: 
that is both to acknowledge their faults vnto the Lord , and fo 
farre as they can to make latis/aHtion for the wrongs which they 
haue done. Thus much,with an ouer plus alſo, dootn God re- 
quire i his law,cuen offuch as vnknowingly, haue to offended, 


ſaying,]f any perton tranſgreſle and hnne through ignorance, by: 


25:13 away things conſecrated t9 the Lord , he ſhall then bring for 
h:s treſpaſſe offring vnto the Lord a Ram without blem'ſh ont of 
the flick with two ſheckels of Fluer,by thy eſtimatio after theſhecgl 
of the S anttuary, for a treſpaſſe effering.So he ſhal reſtorethat wher- 
he hath effended m taking away of the holy things. ſhal put the 
fift part more therzo , &c. Andlet Sabbath breakers alſo be ad- 
moniſhed to rcforme their waies,though we declared not thcir 
perrill before:for they aewoure that which 1s {nil ified: they abuſe 
con{ccraredtime(which God hath ſer apart from common vſes 
{Or tis owne worſhip) to the fulfilling of their lu{ls , in ſeruing 
of tacic carnall pleaſures or profites, Finally it conceraeth euery 
1921 to be warythat he grow not weary of well doing, as to re- 
-all, or negic,or grudgingly to performe his promile made for 
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contribution for merciful,or religious vſcs, when his habil ity ſer 
ueth to fulfill them. His wor. paſſed to man for ſuch purpoſes 
is aſtcr a fort in the nature of a vow made to God , who will rc- 
quire the performange of it : and it had beene fafer for them not 
to haue {pcken,then not to bc as good as rhcir word : and not 
to hauc begunne at all,rather then to leauc off «ith offence. The 
a.monition giuen by Eccleſiaſtes is to be recceiued ns not altoge- 
ther impectinent to this point, efpecially in regard of the reaton 
and equity of it, When thou haſt vowed a wow to God, (oth he.de- Ecti$ 34, 
frre not to pay it : for be del:ghteth not in feales : pay therefore that 


- 
thou hat wvawed, It ts better that thou ſheuldeſi not Vow tnen that 


thou ſhauldeſt vow,and not pay it, 


Verſe 26. eA wiſe Xing ſcattereth the wicked, and turneth 
the wv heele oner them. 


Prudent Gouernour is in this ſentence comvared to a chil. 

full Husban dman : for as the Husbandinan winnoweth or 
fanneth the corne, to the end the chafte may be ſeucred from 
the pure graine: ſoa Wiſe King, or godly Magittrate ſcatterer/ 
thewicked breaketh the knot of drunkards, oamelters, thecues, 
robbers,ſeditious perſons,and other malefactors , ard trwrneth 
the Wheele oxer them, inflifteth ſharpe puniſhments vpon them, 
as they vicd in thoſe countrics to beate our the hard corne with 
a Cart wheele,as may appeare by the teſtimony of the Prophet 
[[aiah,xlo reſembling the Lords moderate and wile proceed- 
mgs to that courle which the Threther taketh in dealing with 
his corne,faith : Fitches are not threſhed with an iron inſtrument, "ſz 38.27 8, 
neyther ſhalla Cart whezle be turned about vpon the cummin , but 
the Fitches are beaten out with a ſtaffe,:nd cmmma with arodde. 
Bread corne whe; it rs threſhed his doth not alwaies threſh , nexther* 
aoth the Wheele of his ( art. ſtill make a novſe enter will he breahe 
i with the teeth thereof. 
C Itis nocruelty forthe Magiſtrate ſharpely gopuniſh lewd and =Dof?, 
diſordered perſons, 

I: is the worke of a wiſe King ſo to doe, and commended as a 

fruite of his wiſedome, Gods word requireth it, and the beti- 
X 3 Princes 
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Princes haue laudably practiſed it: yea they knew it to beſo 
neceſſary a duety,that ſome of them before they came to their 
Crowne,haue after a ſort yowed to pertorme it, as Dawid for 
example,when he ſaid. Bet imes will  deftroy all the wicked of the 
land.that I may cut off all the workers of miquity from the Citie of 
the Lord. But who was fo handled by 1m ? Vpon whom did 
he execute ſuch a puniſhment? Firſt , vpon the Meſſenger that 
brought him newes of Saw/sdeath (which might haue ſeemed 
very acceptable to him)tor that he confeſſed hit1ifelfe ro haue a 
hand in the killing of him: and atterwards ypon Baarah and 
Rechab , who brought him newes of the death of //hboſherh, 
whom they had murthered : now euery one of thele thought 
to gratific Link expectedareward from him , for certifying 
him that his enemies were laine , and the Kingdome was come 
into his hands,and therefore he that would not ſpare them, iu all 
likelihood would be as ſcuere againſt others tat were as bad as 
they. 

Firſt, the Lord the rightecus Indge of all the world , by his 
moſt righteous law commaundcth that finnefull mer! ſhould be 
ſharply punithed, and appointeth death for nwrders, aCulteries, 
rapes , cxecrable blaiphemies , contempt of Goucrnovrs , and 
many other tranſgrefſions. Now ifit be cruelty for his Miniſters 
of 1uſtice to execute it, how ſhall henot be cruel! that Coth in- 
ioyne them to doeit ? And is it pcfſible for the founraine of mer. 
cy and iſtice, who is alſo ivftice and mercy it felfe to be come 
mercileſle, vriult and cruel] ? 

Secondly, due and well ſeaſoned ſenterity towardes groſle and 
open offendours , is victull and profitable in ſundry reſpeRs: it 
may be a medicine for thecuring of the harts of the parties de- 
linqueyt , to helpe them to humiliation and repentance : it may 
be accrrour to others which know their offences, and behold or 
heare of their puuuſhment , to preſerue , or reclaime them from 
the like o1Nolute behaviour: andit will be a mcanes to cleare the 
Magiſtrate by whome they are corrected, and the Country or 
picco acre they are ſmitten, from the guiltinefle of their e- 
normous facts. And for this cauſe contemptuous and refraCtar 
perſous, ſuch as defpiſc the authority of thoſe whome God bath 
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mueſted with his authority,are by the ſentence of the Lord him- 
{elfe condemned to death. T hat man tht will dave preſumpiuonſly, 
not hearkening to the Prieſt (that ſtandeth before the Lord hy 
God to minifter there ) or unto the Tudge : that man ſhall dye , and 
thou ſhalt take away emill from Iſraell. So all the people ſhall heare, 
and feare, and doe no more preſumptmonſly. 

Reproofe of them which either hinder the proceeding of iu- 
ſtice and iudgement againſt maletactours, though defperately 
aotorious, or elſe cxclaime when it is duly executed, They will 
labour with the Magiſtrate to keepe his ſword of authority 
ſhearhed, eſpecially that graceleſſe wretches be not cut off by it, 
or elſe they will dravy our their {wordes of malice, their falſe and 
clamorons tongues, and firike at him therewith. As whom will 
they ſpare , which feare not to charge the Kinges —_y with 
tyrannie againſt thoſe, who traiterouſly haue ſought his deſtru- 
&tion wich the vtter ſubuertion of his eſtate , family , and King- 
dome,notwithfianding his lenity,and mildnefle towardes them ? 
And what be the arguments w hich are commonly vicd for the 
impunity of ſuch as haue made themſcJues men of death , and 
forfaited their liugs into the handcs of the ruler ? Ir is pitty he 
ſhould ſufter, he is a proper man, a perſonable man : he hath a 
vood wit, or is of good parentage : one may ſooner calt away a 
man then make a man : it is extreame dealing to vrge the rigour 
of the law, and to depriue a man of his life, Bur is it not pitty 
that proper men ſhould ſpoile profitable men ? that ſuch as are 
witty , or of good parentage ſhould be ſpared to robbe or kill 
thole that are honelt , and haue goed graces ? The taking away 
of bloudy men by iuſtice, is not the cating away of a man, but 
the preſeruation of man-kinde : neither 1s it from the rigour of 
Yods law , or mans, but trom the equity and true meaning of 
both, 

Secondly, and therefore alfo it ſerueth for the incouragement 
of Princes and good Judges, and other righteous Magiltrates to 
tarien themſclues, and not to be troubled at libcls , or murmu- 
rings, or any ſeditious inueCtiues that are made againſt them, by 
word, or writing for this cauſe : for he that doth commend 
them, will like wife defend chem ; and he that ſaith, they be wiſe 

will 
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will make them appeare to bee ſo, by the good effec of their 
wiſe dealing, He will vndertake the protection of their perſons, 
of their eſtates, and of their honours, whatſocueris plorred, at- 
rempted,or divulged againſtthem, if they will be faithfull in his 
ſcruice(whereofthis is not the leaſt part)to fanne the chafte from 
his Corne,and weede the nettles out of his Garden, and free his 
flocke from hurtfull Wolues and Foxes, 


Verſe. 27. The light of the Lord is the breath of man, and 
ſearcheth all the bowvels of the belly, 


2 light of the Lord ,\that grace which out ofhis loue, he 
worketh by his word, & infuſeth by his ſpirit, 7s the breath 
of man,the very life and felicity of a Godly man, and ſearcheth all 
the bowells of the belly ; findeth out moſt deepe and ſecret things: 
it cauſeth him to know the hidden counſells of God, and the 
ate of his owne ſoule ; for as the word is a diſcerner of the 
thoughts , and intents of the heart, ſo it informeth the man in 
whom it dwelleth with the Nature and qualitie of the ſame, that 
he may iudge himſelfe with righteous iudgement, diſcouering 
his corruptions to be corruptions, and his graces to be graces, 
that he ſhall neither approoue of the one Tort as if they were 
vertues,nor condemne the other for illuſions:or at leaft(though 
ſometimes Gods children in temptations do faile on both ſides) 
yet they be cafily reduced from their errour by the miniſtery of 
the word,or by wholeſome conference with Godly Chriſtians: 
whereas the hearts of the wicked wanting this light, are like 
darke Chambers locked vp from themiclues,that thcy could ne. 
ver looke into them(for the word which wee tranſlate borvells, 
doeth fignifie Chambers)and they doe with no more ſound yn. 
derſtancing apprehend, cither the miſteries of ſaJuation, or the 
conſtitution of their owne ſouls,then with their bodily eye they 
can {ce what1s iu theirintrailes and belly, 
C That onely is to be cſtcemed a life which is ſanRifed with 
race, Aman may eate,and drinke, and walke, and {lcepe, and 
ſpeake,and haue the vſe of all his ſenſes,and yer be all this while 
a dead corpes,through the want of Gods holy ſpirit, Saint _ 
| giue 
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ineth rhat teſtimony of voluptuous perſons, who make ſhewe 
to be aliue, and aliue ike,and ofall others ſeeme moſt to 'inicy 
the benefite of life: and that which by occaſion is ſpoken of one 
{exc,is true of both when he ſaith, She that [meth in pleaſure is 
dead while ſhe lineth, And what on the contrary fide hath hee to 
lay for that /ight of God,that quickning grace which is in the re- 
generate?T hs I line, yet not I now but (rift lineth inme,and m 
that I now line mthe fleſh] line by faith in the Son of God who hath 
loued me,and ginen himſelfe for me. 

Firſt, finne where it hath dominion,doth ſlay the ſoule,and 
bringeth it not onely intothe ſubieRion , bur alſo the poſſeſhon 
ofdcath,though the torment of it be reterred for the world to 
come,for whoſoeuer ſhall be condemned before the iudgement 
ſeate of Chriſt, was condemnable and recciued ſentence of con- 
cemnation bythe word of God , before his departure hence, 
and here is the execution of the firſt death, and there of the ſe- 
cond : Thecurſctaketh hold and killeth, ſo ſoone as the tranſ- 
greſſion is committed,as was the caſe of our firſtparents, whom 


God threatned that they ſhould die in the day that they eate of the 


forbidden frait : and lo they did : for although the ſoule was not 


then taken away,nor depriued of the naturall faculties, yet was 
it ſo deformed, and the naturall powers of it ſo corrupted, as 
that they were both dead perſons,ril the Lord by the promiſe of 
(riſt,che ſecede of the woman, reſtored them, 

Secondly,where God ſheweth his loue , and beſtoweth his 
ſpirir,there he quickneth their ſoules , and gineth them a part in 
the firſt rcſurreQion : hee illuminaterh their mindes,hee gouer- 
neth their wilis,he ſanctifieth their affeRions, he direReth their 
deedes,he guideth their wordes, he frameth all the good moti- 
ons of the inward man, and the Chriſtian —_—— of the 
outward man : ſo that for their preſent helpe and comfort , and 
their future hope and happineſlezhe is all in all vato them, 

Inſtruction aboue, all thinges to ſeeke ir, becauſe it is better 
taen all things,and without which our breath' and very ſoules 
were not onely nothing worth,but accurſed,and miſerable, and 
a thouſand times worſe then nothing, 
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Conſolation toeuery one that hath obtained it , wharſoeuer 
his eſtate, and condition bee otherwiſe; for hee may truely ſay 
with that Prophet, Thy loning kinanzſſe is better then li, that my 
{ips may praiſe thee, When the natural lite is alilicted, this is cheer. 
full,and awill reuiue it with comfort : when the naturall breath is 
indargered,this is fafe,and will alſo be a defence for that : when 
the naturall breath is departed,this till remaincth, and in time 
vill attaine the refitution of that againe, 

« Whcrc God worketh grace, he alſo giueth knowledge and 
vndcriianding, 

His ſpirit is not pleaſed to dwell in a darke habitation, ſuch a 
roome is fit for Satan,the deuill is the Prince of darkenefle : bur 
the Lord doth cuer kindle a light in the foulesof thoſe whom he 
doth inhabite,that they ſhall ſee his preſence, and know his wil, 
and be made acquainted with his heauenly counſclls, The cer. 
tainty hereof is grounded vpon his owne owne teſtimony in the 
Pſalme, where he ſaith, The ſecret of the Lord z5reuciled to them 
that feare him :and it is h#s conenant to gine them vnderſtanding, 
and vpon his promiſc in the Prophet - / well pt my law in their 
1mvard parts,and write it in their hearts : and they ſhall allknow me 


from the leſt of them to the greateſt of them, ſauh the Lord and yp- 


on the large accompliſhment thereof in the new teſtament, as ' 


as Saint Paule Witnefleth : The thmgs which eye hath not ſeene, 
neither eare hath heard neither came into mans heart, are, which 
God hath prepared for them that loue him. But God hath reneiled 
them to vs by his ſpirit : for the ſpirit ſearcheth all things, yea, the 
deepe things of God, 

Firſt,thcreby he declareth his loue and goodnefle , which hee 
would haue cuery one of his to be aſſured of,that they may haue 
theirreioycing in him,and be the more thanketull to him: which 
cauſ>d the Apoſtleto pray fo ardently for the Ephe/razs, that 
they may beableto co mprehend with all Saints what ts the bredth, 
ard length and depth.and herght © and to know the lone of ( brift, 
which paſſethkaowledge , that they might be filled wth all fulneſſe 
1f Go d. 

Sccondly,withoutthis no man can performe any good _ P 
Oc 
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Godin due manner, ſo well as our ſeruants can doe our moſt 
difficult workes,in the darkeſt nights, without any light : and 
therefore if we at our charges allowe Candle to them that be- 
long to vs, for mcere trifles in compariſon of his waighty ſer- 
vices, will not he make his Sunne to ſhine vpon thoſe that la- 
bour for his glory,ſithenceit is fo calte tor him to caule it, with- 
out expenſes? 

Thirdly,the way wherein hee hath appointed his people to 
walke towards eternal bleſſedneſle, is fo intricate and hard to be 
found and kept,that no man can poſſibly attaine to 1t,or proceed 
in it, valeſſe his word be their lanthorne,and his fpirit their lea« 
der?Sce Chap, 9.,veric,1o, 


Verſe.28 cAMercy and truth preſerne the King : for his throne 


ſrallbeeftabliſhed with mercy. 


M Frcy]pitty and compaſſion towards ſuch as are oppreſſed, 
and mildenefle and lenity towards penitent offtenders, 
and benignity and kindnes,1o far as opportunity ferueth to ſhew 
the ſame,towards all loyall ſubie&5:and rruth, adminiſtration of 
Juſtice, whereby cucry one hath his due : go04 men, incourage- 
ment : euill men,correction - and all men the inioyment of thoſe 
things whichare their own ,and by right appertaine vnto them: 
+ je the King,procure the ſafety of perſon,ſtate,and honour, 
oth of Kings,and all other great perlonagesin authority : for 
his throne,his kingly dignity and power, whereof the throne is a 
ſigne and repreſentation , ſhall bee eſtabliſhed , made the more 
ſure;and continued the longer to himlelfeor his poſterity , by 
mercy , aſſociated with tructh and righteouſneſle : for as here 
he expreſſeth that, and intendeththe other, ſo elſewhere hee ex- 
preficth the other,ard that is intended,as Chap. 16.v.1 2, It is az: 
abomination for Kinos to committe wickhedneſſe : for the throne is 
eſt abliſhed by iuStice, 
C The belt way for Princes to confirme and (irengthen them- 
ſelues,is to be good to their ſubiects, 
This did Daxid forethinke of, when he knew that he ſhould 
; Y2 be 
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be King,before he poſſeſſed the ſcepter ofthe Kingdome : and 
therefore doth cournant with God, and conclude with his 
owne ncart,that when he ſhould he ypon the throne,he would 
gouerne his people in ſuch vprightneſſ2, as he,and his mightfitte 
a long time vpon it : and this profeflion he maketh heereof: / 
will img mercy and indgement:vnto thee O Lora will ſing. Ang 
there is another ſentence of this booke, that confentcrls veil 
this in ſenſe directly, and with no great diflercnce of wordes, 
which manife{lly confirmeth the point in hand : ef King that 
irdoeth the poore is treth his threae ſhall be eſt1blyked for encr, 

Firli,God exalteth,and deprefſeth, he fetteth vp,and pluckerh 
downe,he maketh men to and fa(l,or to fall from their places, 
according to his owne will: and are not rigliteovs rulers then 
ſure of belt prote&ion, who do him bet ſeruice,and.molt pleaſe 
him in their gouernment? 

Sccond!y,no might,or munition,no Warlike $kill, or armes, 
or whatſocuer elſe may ſeeme defenſiue,are of ſuch force for the 
ſategard of any potentate,as are the hearty and ferucnt prayers 
of the faithfull: and what vpright and mercifull goucrnour is 
not cuery where contin vally inuironed with them? 

Thirdly,the Lord out of his goodnes,in Joue to his people,wil 
vphold and defend a worthy riler,as he that i; prouident for his 
Aocke,will kecepe and maiataine a $kilful! and fairhfull (icepe- 
heard, Sze other proofes, reaſons and the vies; ia the ſixteenth 


Chaptcr.y.,12, : 


Verſe, 29. The glory of youi1g men is theirſtrength,and the ho- 
037 of the aged is the grayhead. 


"Fe glory of the young is their ſtrength, It is an ornament vn- 

to :hem,and praiſe for them to be {trong,valiant,and full of 
ae1lity and courage, if they vie theſe gilcs wel,and exercite them 
profitably in their callings, and for the good of the common 
wealth wherein they line : for otherwiſe, if they bee boiſtcrove, 
violenr,and giuen tofighting and quarrelling,efpecially, if tzey 
:mboiden themſclues thereyvith,to robberies, or ſuch I;ke vit- 
: laczes, 
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lanies, they are no more commendable in them, then is 
the firength of great Beares, or other wilde beaſts which 
arc noyſome and hurrfull : Gliah, and Og, and the eAna- 
kims, and other Gyants were tall men ,yca huge and ftrong, 
and yet are neither praiſe worthy,nor praiſed: ard the ho- 
ronr of the aged is the grayhead the white haires which pub. 
Jiſh. their aunciency, and the multitude of yeares which 
they haue liued,doe bring credite and reverence vnto them, 
ſo that they be garniſhed with grauity,wiſdome,and other 
yertues, as it is ſaved, Old age is a crowne of Glory, when it is 
formdin the w.cy of righteonſneſſe, Chap.16.v.31. 

« Goddothadorne men with ſeucrall giftes according to 
the diverſity of their conditions, 

Some are decked with iudgement, and wiſedome, ſome 
are armed with fortitude and power, ſome excell in one 

race, and ſome in another, ] hane written wnto you fathers, 
faithS. [ohn,becanſe ye haue knowne him that is from the be- 
ginnmng. I haze written Unto you young men , becauſe ye are 
ſtrong, ana the word of God abideth in you,and ye hane ouer- 
ome that wicked one. And as ſcuerall ages haue their feuerall 
ornaments for them- that are Godly, fo haue ſcucrall 
ſlates:or atlcalt the Lord doth qualific his people with ver- 
tuesand graccs,fuch as are fit for their —_ eſtates : and 
therefore Saiat /:zmes incourageth the brother of lowe degree 
torezoy ce in that he is exalted:agame him that ts rich ,in that 
he is nzade lowe,That poore Chriſtians ſhold comfort them- 
ſelues,in their ſpirituall promotion,and the wealthy in their 
gratious humiliation, . 

Firſt , thereby the Lord dooth ſet forth the riches of his 
gooducfle and power, who hath ſucty choiſe of robes in his 
Wardroppe to cloath his childien, and of iewels to adorne 
them,that he can decke ſo many, yea all and cucry one of 
them,if necde were,with different ſorts, 

Secondly,it is expedient for the common goodboth of 
Church and Common-wealth , for the promoting of Chri- 


Rianity, and the preſeruation of humane ſociety , that theres 
T1 ſhould 
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ſhould be variety of gifts among men, and ſome to excell in 
one kinde, and ſome in another, It was commodious for 
Iſrael that Damd was puiflant , warlike , and viorious 2< 
gainſt his enemies : that God had girded him with ſtrength 
to battell..nd tanght his hands to fight : (o that he could breake 
a Bow of Braſſe with his armes : Andit was a great benefite 
to them that Salomon was wile, wealthy, and peaccable,and 
freed the land from warres and troubles, S, Paul beſtowed 
well ncare a whole Chapter in this Argument,to the Corin= 
thians,in declaring ,and proouing , and amplifying of the 
matter, 7'9 oe(laith he)zs giuen the word of Wiſedome,to an« 
other the wordes of Knowledge to another the gifts of Healing, 
to another dinerſities of tongues : (ome are eApoitles ſome are 
Prophets,ſome Teachers,ſome workers of miracles , ſonge hel- 

pers,ſome Gonernonrs C3. - 
Inſtruction that no man be proude and high-minded,for 
ought that he hath in himſelfe,more then his brethren,ney- 
ther yet repine,or be diſcouraged at the gitts of his brethren 
beyond his owne :for no man excelleth as chicte and prin- 
cipall in euery faculty,but he that taketh place before all in 
ſome things, mult be content to giue place, and come be- 
hinde many in other things, The eye is honoured with that 
neceſlary and nobleſenſe of fecivg, and fois the eare with 
that worthy and ncedfull ſenſe of hearing , 2nd the noſe is 
preferred before them both, in thar protitable and viefull 
ſenſe of tmelling. And likewiſe is each member apparelled 
and decked with ſuch veſtures and ornaments as are moſt 
ſecmely for it,and proper vato it : the hand requireth not 
ſhooes,as the foote doth,nor the foot needeth gloucs as the 
hand doth: a garter is vncomely about the necke , and fo is 
a chainc abour the legge, If the members then of the na- 
turall body of man be ſatisfied with thoſe induments, which 
nature hath allotted vnto them and doe willingly yeelde to 
their fellow members,that which belongeth vnto them,and 
1 loue one to another,and for their owne ſake , helpe to in- 
uclt them with the fame , why ſhould the members ofthe 
- My= 
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myflicall body of Chri#t be diſcontented with thoſe indow- 
ments , wherewith grace hath qualified them, or diſdain that 
their fellow brethren ſhould in any reſpe& be made equall 
or ſupcriour to them, when it is tor the publique good of 
many ? Let yong men therfore, how freſh in wit or ttrengrth 
ſocuer they be,yet honour,and not deſpiſe the ancient, who 
by long experience and obſcruation are of deeper judgment 
and better able to giue countell, though they be weaker in 
body,and haue detets in their ſenſes : and let the aged vine 
countenance and good encouragementto then; of younye p 
ycares,if they be honelt and vertuous , and not ſcorne them 
as greene heads, and vnsKiltull, if they be ingenuous and 
teachable:for albeit they haue lefle vnderſtandiog to ſpeake 
and giue direction, yet they may l,aue greater powee to pta- 
&iſe,and put matters in execution: as the one fort wi! ſcrue 
for the eyes and tongues of the Common-wealth , ro tinde 
out,and declare what is mcete to be done, ſo will the other 
for feete and handes to goe to the places whither they ſhall 
be ſent,and to performe the ſcruices whereunto they ſhall 


be called. 


Verſe 20. The blewneſſe of the wound ſerneth to purge the 
emill,and the ſtripes within the bowels of the belle, 


— blewneſſe of the wound, | ſharpe correCtions and ſe- 
uere puniſhments which are argued by the effects, or 
ſignes thereof, ſerueth to prrge the exill, is the ordinance of 
God;together with rebukes and in{tructions,to draw diners 
perſons thar will not otherwiſe be reclaimed our of their 
ſinnes,and the ſtripes within the bowels of the belly, \uch irokes 
as pierce inwartly,& make the heart ro ake:aot that in cha- 
Riting it is lawtull to firike fo hard,or fo much,or to vie luch 
rods,or {courges as will pierce into the intrailes : for that 
wereto indanger life,and to put todeath, but hee ſhew2tn 
the manner how the cuill is cored, where the correction £2 
keth good cffeRthar it eatreth iro the inward parts , atie= 
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Qeth the ſouſe with ſorrow and feare , jand not onely 
the body with paine and '{inarte : that the minde isno 
lefle touched with it then the flcſh, In this ſenſe was the 
ſame word vſedin the ſeuen and twentieth verſe , The light 
of the Lordſearcheth into the bowels,or chambers of the belly. 

Seuere correCtions are ſometimes to be vied, as good 
medicines againlt great finnes, 

Theſe areto be inflicted by all forts of Gonernours , Ec- 
cleſfaſtical), Ciuill, and Domeſticali , but in fuch different 
manner;as the diuer{:cy of their places,and callings doth re- 
quire. Saint ade doth dire&tthe Church, as to hame com- 
paſcion on ſome,and winne them with lenity and mildeneſle, 
foto /aue others with feare, and with her ſharpe cenſures to 


plucke them ont of the fire. And in the law, the Magiſtrate was . 


preſcribed,thart if the offender were worthy ta bee beaten, hee 


Should cauſe him to lie down, & to be beaten before his face,ae- 


cording to hus treſpoſſe,unto a certaine number, Fortie ſtripes 
he might cauſe hmn to hane,but not paſt. Andas touching pa- 
rents and fuch as rule infamilics, we ſhall not neede to pro- 
duce any teſtimonies, hauing in the former chapters in ſun= 
dry places met with texts for that purpoſe, 

Firft,the Lord hath in his ordinance appointed the ſame 
for a helpe and remedy againſt frong corruptions , & they 
are as potions, launcing, letting of blood, and cauterizing 
from him,and therefore they to whomir apperteyncth , are 
inioyned to excrciſe them as his hands for thoſe purpoſes. 

Secondly, he giuetha bleſſing thereto in due time for the 
fauing of the ſoules, and amendment of the wayes of his E= 
le&people, ſo cenſured, or puniſhed :as was to be ſeene in 
the inceſtuous perſon, ypon whom &, Paul required to be 
lIayd that fearcfu!l penalky of excommunication , that he 
ſhould be de!mered oner to Sathan , and excludcd out of the 
Church, vntill he repented. Ir appeareth that he was wake« 
ned thereby, that he was terrified with feare , that he was 
pearced with ſorrow : for the Apoſtle afterwards informeth 
the (ormthians, that it was ſufficient for him that he was rebu- 


hed 
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hed of many : So that contrarmiſe they onght rather to f'rgine 
him , and comfort him, leaſt the ſame ſhould be ſwallowed vp 
with oner-much heanineſſe, And for corporal! puniſhmear, 
why may not the Maſter expe&t the ſame bleſſing vpon it for 
his {eruant, and the Magiſtrate forhis ſubie& , whichthc Fa- 
ther hath a promiſe of , tor his Sonne , it being annexc! to a 


Precept in this manner : With-hold not correttion fi om the Prover.xy.v.13: 


child : if thou ſmite himwith the rodde he jhall not dye. Thau 
ſhalt ſmite him with the rodde , and ſhalt delmer his ſoul: from 
hell? 

Thirdly , howſoeuer the worke of correQion be vnplea- 
fant for the preſent, both for him that is driven to giuc it, 
and to him tizat is compelled to beare it, the one doing that 
which he thinketh to be tedious, and the other ſat?:ring 
that which he fecleth to bepaincfull, yer in the end they thal 
both find comfort, if they yeeld obedience to the Lord r):cr- 
in: for as the agent and ſuperiour hath done the duty of loue, 
and ſhewed himſelfe faithfull, ſo ſhall the patient and infe- 
riour inioy and acknowledge the benefit of ſucha kindneſle, 
and ſhew himſelfe thanketull, Such an happy ſuccefle on 
both ſides doth the Prophet Zachary ſpeake of, for the re- 
forming of falle Prophets, and inſufficient Miniſters, ſaying. 
When any ſhall yet prophecy , his Father and Mother that be- 
gate him , ſhall ſay unto him, thou ſhalt not ine © fir thou pro- 
phecyeſt lyes m the Lord : and his Father and his Mothert hat 
begate hims, ſhall thruſt him through when he praph ecyeth, And 
in that day ſhal the Prophers be aſhamed enery one of his viſion, 
when he hath prophecyed , ether ſhall they weare a rough gar- 
ment to deceine, But be ſhall ſay, I am no Prophet : 1 am au 
husband-man : fir man taught me to be an hushand-m an from 
my youth vp. eAnd one ſhall ſay unto him, what are theſe 
worundes in thine handes ? Then ſhall be anſwere , thus was 1 
wonnded in the houſe of my friendes. 

lafiruStion to them ro whome is committed the office of 
Gouernment, that they exer © ſe diſcipline as wiſe Phiſitions 
miniſter phylicke , whenit is needful;: : that which is whol= 
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ſome, ſo much as is requiſite,andin ſuch manner as may befi 
helpe the working of it, Neuer to correct but when there is 
n(t cauſe, nor any other perſons, but ſuch as are in fault: for 
it is as great an iniury to inflict puniſhment vpon the inno- 
cent, and ſuch as are guiltleſſe, as it is an abſurdity to apply a 
corrofiue,or launcing knife to the ſound and whole parts of 
the body. Surely it is not good to condemne the inft , nor that 
Princes ſhould ſmite ſuch fir equity. Andas care isto be had 
that the juſt be not puniſhed, becauſe that were ro make a 
wound, and not to heale one, fo is it not meete that the wic- 
ked ſhould be ſpared, lealt they periſh by their malady of 
finne through want of ſo neceſlary a medicine : but let a 
right end be alwaies propoſed , and moderation and iuſtice 
vicd, rather to heale his ſinnefull hart that doth offend, then 
to caſe his wrathfull tomacke that is offended, And let 
them alſo be admoniſhed , whoſe vicers of vicious behaui- 
ourare to be tented with the rodde of correCtion,, that they 
take not the outward application of ſtripes , or other pu. 
niſhments to be ſufficient for their curing, The humours 
that doe fecde their ſores, doe iflue from their ſoules, what- 
ſocuer their faults be, and therefore they muſt haue Godly 
ſorrow , and humiliation applyed —_—_ vnto them, or 
elſe all the ſtrokes that light vpon their bodies , will doe 
more hurt to conuince them of obſtinacy , then worke an 

ood for their amendment. And ſo after man hath done 
with chaſtiſements, they prouoke God. to beginne with 
plagues, andcurſes : and then their bodily paine which they 
made nor better vſe of, will be a foregoer of their ſpirituall 
torment , from vvhich they ſhall neucr bee delivered, 
Happy therefore is he that ſtriketh his hart with Godly in- 
ternall gricfe or feare, when God. or Man doth fmite his 
fleſh, with externall afflitions or ſcourges : for that ſhort 
and momentary ſmart and mourning is made a meanes of his 
reuocation, and ſo by conſequent of his perpetual! comfort 
and bleflednefle. 


FINI1S. 
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